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A view up the mall from the early 1960s — and how things look today from the opposite direction.
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The way we were 50 years ago, when the university officially unveiled its new campus.
     
BY JUDITH T. BAINBRIDGE
On November 12, 1958, Furman invited the Greenville community to visit its new Poinsett 
Highway campus.
The Greenville News published a special section, stuffed with congratulatory advertisements 
from vendors, to celebrate.  Turning its pages opens a window to a 50-year-old past. 
Furman was a small school with big dreams.  With an enrollment of 1,349 (80 percent from 
South Carolina, 60 percent men), it was building a campus to house and educate 2,000 future 
students.  The James B. Duke Library at the center of the university had only 90,000 volumes 
but space for 400,000. 
The new campus had been a long time in coming.  In 1947, overwhelmed by a surge  
of veterans into the classrooms, trustees began considering expanding Furman’s downtown  
site above the Reedy River.  The situation had been awkward since 1933, when, in the heart  
of the Great Depression, the Greenville Woman’s College had become the university’s coordi-
nate Women’s College.  Students and faculty had used buses, taxis and personal cars to travel 
between two campuses a mile apart. 
A view up the mall from the early 1960s — and how things look today from the opposite direction.
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 isitors to the university that November day     
       found a half-completed campus that only 
superficially resembles contemporary Furman.  
The gatehouses and entry had just been finished, 
but there was no student center and no facilities 
for art, drama, or music.  (Furman Singers 
practiced in the library.)  Resi dence halls had  
not yet been erected for women, although 
“comfortable married student housing” on 
Duncan Chapel Road — Montague Village  
— had been built.
Male students and senior women lived in 
what later became men’s residence halls (now 
South Housing) on the southeast end of the 
campus.  The rest of the “coeds” commuted to 
advanced classes from their downtown campus 
on “modern air-ride buses.”  It wasn’t until 1961 
that freshman, sophomore and junior women 
moved to the campus.
The administration building, with a 24-foot 
long oval cherry table for trustee meetings and 
stainless steel furniture in administrative offices, 
was complete.  So was James Clement Furman 
Hall.  And a good thing it was, too.  It housed 
the departments of Classics, Economics, Educa-
tion, English, History, Home Economics, Journal-
ism, Mathematics, Modern Languages, Political 
Science, Psychology, Religion and Sociology, 
Buying land near the men’s campus  
down town, the trustees soon learned, would  
be exorbitantly expensive; property values rose 
because owners knew that Furman wanted it.  
Furthermore, plans to extend several streets 
around the university were already being dis-
cussed, and a portion of the potential campus 
would be taken.
So the trustees searched the county.  In  
1950 Alester G. Furman, Jr., a realtor who was 
chair man of the board, found 1,100 desirable 
acres near Buncombe Road about six miles  
north of the city limits available for $542,531.  
Seventy-five acres around the downtown men’s 
campus would have cost $750,000.  In October 
1953 trustees broke ground for a new campus  
that would house both men and women. 
Its initial cost, they estimated, would be 
about $8 million.  The South Carolina Baptist 
Convention pledged more than $3 million; The 
Duke Endowment committed $500,000; selling 
the Women’s College campus would raise another 
$500,000.  Led by major gifts from Charles and 
Hugh Daniel and Alester Furman, Jr. and Sr.,  
a massive campaign for “A Greater Furman for  
a Greater Tomorrow” raised much of the 
remainder.
 
together with the student canteen, the post  
office and a lounge.
Only the central section of the science 
building was finished, but Daniel Dining Hall,  
“a masterpiece of modern design and efficiency” 
(they didn’t mention food), could seat 600 students.  
(The article also didn’t mention that it had to  
be used for chapel services and convocations.) 
But, as the newspaper put it, there was still 
time to play.  The “athletic building,” which 
would come to be called the “Old Gym,” was 
open.  While Furman still played football in 
Sirrine Stadium and basketball games at the  
new downtown Memorial Auditorium, the first 
nine holes of the golf course were complete, and 
“a representative of the New York Yankees” had 
advised on the baseball field.  The varsity rifle 
team had plenty of space to practice, and canoe-
ing was possible on the lake.  
Students, an article clearly written by 
Furman personnel boasted, were the best in the 
state.  The school was the only one in South 
Carolina (and one of only 170 in the nation)  
that required the SAT, with the class entering in 
September 1958 averaging a rousing score of 992.  
And Furman students did well: 49 percent of the 
Class of 1957 was attending graduate school, and 
Harvard University had recently reported that 
V
Old College arrives from downtown.  Opposite:  Daniel Dining Hall, then and now; early 1960s view from Duke Library toward Furman Hall.
between 1920 and 1950 Furman alumni had 
earned the highest grade point averages among 
all colleges represented in its graduate program. 
These pioneering first students, said an 
article reprinted from The Hornet, as the student 
newspaper was then called, knew they were aban-
doning old traditions — the tug of war across the 
Reedy River between freshmen and sophomores, 
snake dances down Main Street following foot-
ball victories, proposals of marriage at the top  
of the Bell Tower.  They were sure, however, that 
other traditions would accompany them to their 
new home, among them May Day with its May 
Queen, Homecoming, the song “Brown Eyes,” 
and Furman Follies.   
 The News’ special section highlighted  
every feature of the new campus, including  
the land scaping.  Thirteen varieties of 1,100  
trees had already been planted, although they 
were bare spindly sticks, and future “spray  
ponds,” the university’s fountains, would soon 
serve the dual purpose of air-conditioning 
buildings and adding beauty.
While the newspaper reviewed the univer-
sity’s history and leading personalities in detail,  
it did not neglect Furman’s current status.  Total 
costs that year for room, board and tuition were 
$1,100.  (For 2007-08 the cost was $43,116.)   
The university was served by the Piedmont and 
North ern Railway and the Southern Railroad  
as well as the City Coach line.  Forty percent  
of its 90 faculty members held the Ph.D.  The 
comparable figure today is 92 percent of 215 
professors.
Today’s campus is far different from the one 
the university unveiled just over 50 years ago.  
What has remained consistent is the university’s 
commitment to providing the finest in private 
liberal education — and the best preparation  
for a rewarding life of leadership and service.  |F |
This article appeared in its original form in  
The Greenville News, November 12, 2008.  
Reprinted with permission of the author, professor 
emeritus of English at Furman.
Black and white photos courtesy Furman 
Special Collections and Archives and Furman 
Digicenter.
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In the fall of 1955 Furman officials were anxious to begin offering classes on 
the new campus.  Despite the limited facilities, ongoing construction and lack 
of amenities — the partially completed Furman Hall had no heat until after 
Christmas — 102 freshman men and six senior counselors spent the year in 
Dormitory C (now Manly Hall), making the best of the spartan conditions.
By year’s end, however, the administration had determined that trying  
to operate the university from three sites was too difficult.  It wasn’t until  
two years later, in the fall of 1958, that the pioneers, now seniors, would 
return to the more complete campus, where they were joined by the rest  
of the men and the senior women.
The 1959 Bonhomie featured this photo and tribute to Furman’s 
“dauntless crew” of trail-blazing young men.
Here are the men who were thicker than thieves, closer than brothers, 
wittier than Bob Hope, and smart as Einstein.  This may be slight hyperbole, 
but any group who survived the wilds of the New Campus in the year 1955 
were a dauntless crew.
The first men to live with the three main water lines, Paris Mountain, 
and the Blue Ridge mountains spent lonely afternoons and even ings setting 
fires in the trash room, throwing firecrackers, sun-bathing, and playing bridge.
No one was any prouder or could get madder with his “one big happy 
family” than Dean (Francis) Bonner.  Dr. Bonner and colleagues, Dr. 
(Jefferson Davis) Sadler, Dr. (Alfred) Reid, Dr. (James) Stewart, Dr. (Joe) 
King, and Dr. (Albert) Sanders, were the faculty members who “pioneered” 
with the Dormitory “C” boys.
Many of the Pioneers did not stay long enough to taste the pleasure  
of Old Campus life.  Some married, some quit, and some faltered, but  
most achieved their goal of graduating in 1959.  Regardless of their present  
or future academic state, none will forget the pioneer days on Furman’s  
New Campus.
The Pioneers of Dormitory C
Yesterday and today:  The Alester G. Furman, Jr., Administration Building, named for a leading benefactor and member of the university’s founding family.
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Even under construction, the library cut a distinctive profile from across the lake; below, the front of Furman Hall in the early 1960s.
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blue shirt) moves in on  
the action.  Photos  
courtesy Jeff Bollerman 
except as noted.
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IF YOU’VE STOOD next to me at a cocktail party 
during the last six months — or if you’re one of the five 
million Americans who tuned in to “CBS Sunday Morning”  
on January 11 — you know that two seconds and two inches 
deprive me of being a world champion athlete. 
This is quite a claim for a thirtysomething finance 
executive and former lawyer whose intramural career during 
his Furman days (1993-97) can best be described as “compet-
itive slapstick.”  You see, I’m a member of the New York Blue, 
only the fourth American team ever to play elephant polo.  
And I’m a proud holder of the silver medal in the 2008 World 
Elephant Polo World Championship Chivas Olympic Quaich.
Try saying that three times real fast.  Better yet, try saying 
that without sounding like a pretentious jackass.  You can’t.   
I try.  Incessantly.  
For the past 27 years the noblemen, diplomats and indus-
trialists who constitute the leading lights of the sport have 
spent a week in Royal Chitwan National Park in southwest 
Nepal determining the finest elephant polo team in the world.  
The yearly spectacle was always coordinated under the watchful 
eye of A.V. Jim Edwards, the 74-year-old, ascotted proprietor  
of nearby Tiger Tops Jungle Lodge who first entered Nepal in 
1962 when he drove his Saab from Stockholm to Kathmandu.
With James Manclark, a Scottish adventurer and Olympic 
tobogganer, Edwards devised the idea for the tournament in a 
bar in St. Moritz.  Over the course of three decades it has gone 
from oddity to novelty to full-fledged sport — all while retain-
ing its distinctly aristocratic, and eccentric, pedigree.  
On March 23, Edwards succumbed to a stroke while 
fishing in Karnataka.  He leaves behind a girlfriend, three  
ex-wives, four children, and the admiration of the inter-
national elephant polo fraternity.
Once a favorite pastime of British officers in the days of the 
raj, world elephant polo is a truly international competi tion.  
Teams from Nepal, India, Ireland, Northern Ireland, England, 
Scotland, Sri Lanka, Thailand, Norway, Hong Kong and the 
Bahamas have taken part in recent tournaments.  The contests 
can attract upwards of 2,000 spectators, including ambassadors 
from a variety of competing countries and, at various times, 
such celebrities as Ringo Starr and Sir Edmund Hillary.
To play the sport you need, among other things, a tuxedo 
(I’ll explain), gloves (I learned the hard way) and a robust 
appreciation for the absurd.  You must also be willing to permit 
yourself to be lashed with a fraying rope to a 7,000-pound 
elephant with nothing but a pith helmet, a bamboo mallet  
and a Nepali mahout (elephant driver) with whom you don’t 
share a language or, in most cases, a concern for your well-being. 
Furthermore, prevailing social mores demand that players 
maintain a steady diet of Chivas Regal, the tournament’s cor-
porate sponsor and the lingua franca of elephant polo.  Indeed, 
breeches of this etiquette and others are likely to be noticed by 
the captain of the Scottish National Team, Torquhil Campbell, 
who as the 13th Duke of Argyll holds 81,000 acres and 51 of 
the most prestigious inherited titles in the United Kingdom.  
But in elephant polo circles, His Grace is revered for one 
distinction above all others.
He is a Chivas executive.
ELEPHANT POLO resembles horse polo in most 
important ways.  It’s played on a “pitch” measuring 100 meters 
by 70 meters.  Each side has four players.  At each end of the 
field, two stakes standing five feet apart serve as goals; you score 
by knocking a polo ball through the stakes, using a stick made 
of bamboo with a standard polo mallet attached to the end.  
The length of the stick — anywhere from 6 to 12 feet — 
depends on the size of the elephant.
A match features two 10-minute periods, or chukkahs.  
Elephants are categorized as “offensive” or “defensive.”  Offen-
sive elephants are small and fast, and can be half the size of 
the defensive elephants.  As a result, while one player might 
wield a modest mallet several feet from the ground, another 
might find himself 12 feet in the air on a 10,000-pounder, 
sporting a mallet that weighs roughly the same as a Stude-
baker.  Because the elephants have differing temperaments 
and intelligence, teams swap rides midway through a match  
so that neither side has a monopoly on superior beasts.
New York Blue got involved because team captain  
Bill Keith had covered the sport as a journalist in 2005, and 
Melanie Brandman signed on as team manager to help Bill 
realize his goal of returning with a team of his own.  As pro-
prietor of a 30-person public relations firm specializing in all 
things “luxury,” Melanie brought considerable organiza tional 
aplomb and unfailing Australian good humor to “the lads,”  
the six of us who, as representatives of New York’s home town 
industries — media and finance — were invited to be the Blue.
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Following a year of planning and wrangling sponsors,  
we arrived in Delhi on November 28 — the morning after  
the Mumbai attacks.  After spending a few days acquainting 
our selves with the splendors of Kathmandu, we boarded  
a 12-seat prop plane provided by Yeti Airlines and landed  
in southwestern Nepal, on a grass airstrip that doubled as  
the tournament playing pitch.
Only Bill had played the sport, and that was three years 
earlier, for all of five minutes.  Now we were one of eight 
international teams competing for the world title.
We didn’t know the rules.  We had no feel for the game.
So we asked for a rulebook before we mounted our ele-
phants for the first practice session.  The Scottish National 
team, ranked No. 1 in the world, included such leading lights 
as the last surviving member of India’s 61st mounted cavalry, 
Col. R.K.S. Kalaan; His Grace, the Duke of Argyll; and Peter 
“Powerhouse” Prentice, a renowned horse polo player.  They 
kept assuring us a tutorial was forthcoming. 
It never came. 
Watching the other teams pull their custom-made chaps 
over their leather riding boots and slip their polo gloves over 
their ace-bandaged hands, we realized we were woefully short 
on gear.  We wore our official team uniform:  blue shirts  
(pur chased in Chinatown) with our names and numbers 
screen-printed on, white Levi jeans, and blue Converse  
Chuck Taylor sneakers.
We looked like an aging boy band.
By the end of the week, we’d be accepting ceremonial 
Gurkha knives from the British ambassador for winning  
the Best Dressed award.
OUR FIRST PRACTICE session was a lesson in 
humility.  I ripped my hand open in four spots because I didn’t 
tape it.  I watched my teammates flail at the ball, whiffing or 
barely connecting.  Most insulting, we kept hitting the ground 
before the ball, sending huge chunks of grass and mud flying.
Back in New York we had practiced atop sport utility vehi-
cles at a desolate parking lot in Queens.  It became appar ent 
that our Suburbans and retrofitted paint rollers were poor  
sub stitutes for elephants and mallets.  We were doing no  
favors for American pride.
Meanwhile, our competitors were profiles in subdued self-
control.  The Aussies and Brits, known as the Pukkah Chukkahs, 
had no trouble hitting the ball.  The Air Tuskers, representing 
England, Nepal and Dubai, were menacing in black uniforms.  
The Chivas Regal team, to my memory, didn’t even practice.  
Nor did the all-Nepali National Parks team or the local Tiger 
Tops squad.  Why bother?  They’d been competing for years. 
The Indian Tigers did practice, and looked competent.  
The British Gurkhas, the famed Nepali-British military regi-
ment, also exhibited their command of the pitch.  But despite 
the “special relationship” between our countries, the British 
Gurkhas would become our mortal enemies the following  
day when their captain trash-talked us via loudspeaker while 
she did color commentary for a match.
She would regret this.  We’re New Yorkers.   
That night, as was the case every night, there was a black 
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tie dinner and a party at the lodge, a grass-thatched retreat 
where players, diplomats, generals, government ministers and 
an honest-to-goodness Duke would gather around the elegant 
bar and regale each other with play-by-plays over iced tumblers 
of Chivas. 
We drank liberally, per unspoken tournament policy.   
A tournament born in a bar is played feet from a bar with  
an after party nestled next to a bar.  But it’s all for a good 
cause.  The proceeds from the tournament support medical 
clinics, schools and conservation efforts in South Asia.
Before we stumbled off to bed at midnight, we had  
devised a strategy and were looking forward to testing  
it the next morning.
THE TOURNAMENT: DAY 1
The one-hour journey to the pitch from our lodge consists  
of a Range Rover ride through the jungle to a long gondola.  
We pass a family of boars, and our boat crosses a crocodile-
infested river to another Range Rover, more jungle, deer 
grazing and monkeys barking, then the expanse of the  
airfield.  To our eyes, southwestern Nepal resembles  
an ersatz Central Park.
Our first match is an impossible draw — top-ranked 
Chivas, the Scottish National Team.
We’re given a five-goal handicap, so we start with  
a 5-0 lead.  The night before, all the teams were handi- 
capped.  Chivas and the National Parks teams were required  
to concede five goals to the amateur teams — like us. 
We unleash our strategy.  Borrowing from American 
pickup basketball, we employ a defensive approach in which 
we “muddle” as much as possible and clog the pitch with our 
elephants.  Amazingly, we’re able to hold the defending world 
champions scoreless in the second chukkah, and though we 
lose 6-5, we feel as if we’ve pulled off a stunning upset.  And 
we’ve successfully introduced the “pick and roll” to world 
elephant polo.
“Powerhouse,” regarded as one of the best players on Earth, 
doffs his cap to us.  
Practice makes perfect?  
SUVs, paint rollers and 
parking lots don’t quite 
match up to the real thing.  
Right:  The ride to and  
from the pitch is beautiful,  
even if the river isn’t ideal 
for swimming.
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During the match, one of our guys, Chip Frazier, a mild-
mannered hedge-fund trader by day, suddenly exhibits a pre-
ter natural skill for the game.  He has learned to dribble the 
ball on the fly, give it a tap, chase, tap again.  He’s sending 
beautiful balls all over the field.
Just two weeks earlier we were holding on for dear life atop 
Chevrolets in Queens, using paint rollers to whack soft balls.  
Now Chip is actually using the sideline to his advantage, send-
ing balls along the white line and blocking the opposition’s 
efforts.
All of us play hard, slash and hack at the ball, and obstruct 
the opposition as often as possible.  We pester, scream and spit, 
learning as we go.  Such graceless but energetic exertion, pep-
pered with a singularly New Yorkish species of profanity, will 
become our trademark.
That evening, the last dignitary to toast New York Blue 
does so at 2 a.m.
DAY 2
Another cruel twist.  Today’s foe is National Parks, the all-
Nepali team.  Here we are, the most inexperienced team in 
the tournament, drawing the world’s two best teams in the  
first two days. 
The first half is terrifying.  These guys absolutely crush 
the ball from one end of the pitch to the other.  They send 
balls along the white line, chase them down, and center them 
to a charging offensive striker.  And they swing hard.  With  
no fear of whiffing, they go for broke.  Conveniently, they  
also speak the same language as their mahout.
But the real problem comes during one of our rare offen-
sive opportunities in the first chukkah.  Chip lunges for a shot 
just as their defenseman winds up to clear the ball from their 
end.  His mallet comes crashing down on Chip’s skull. 
A whistle blows from atop the referee elephant, a moun-
tainous bull with glorious crescent tusks, where the official 
perches in a wooden box.  Chip is released from his rope girdle 
and helped off his elephant.  His knees buckle as his head 
swells, a golf ball growing from his right temple.
We later learn it’s a concussion.  Chip will play the rest  
of the tournament in a half-haze of dull pain.  He’ll suffer from 
chills, headaches and nausea, all common post-concus sion 
symptoms.  He’ll steel himself with the strongest medicine 
offered by the first aid tent:  Chivas. 
Yet he gets back on his elephant and play resumes, with  
a newfound urgency on our part.  This is no joke — National 
Parks will not go easy on us just because we’re newcomers.  
Nor will any other team.
We chase National Parks all over the pitch.  We chal-
lenge every shot, slash and hook and grab and lunge and 
wheel.  We begin to pick up on the art of the “lean” —  
using your free hand to hold the rope while you come off  
your elephant as far as 
humanly possible to poke 
the ball away from an 
opponent. 
National Parks wins 
6-5.  It will turn out to  
be their lowest goal out-
put of the tourna ment, 
and a defining mo ment  
for New York Blue.  We 
suddenly realize we can 
compete.
That night, Chip’s 
swollen face a symbol  
of our commitment,  
a chorus of ambassa- 
dors raise their glasses  
to honor our grit.  
Bedtime is 3 a.m.  The 
monkeys offer a shrieking 
lullaby from the massive 
trees surrounding our 
encampment. 
DAY 3
No time to nurse hang overs.  Today’s match is against our 
mortal ene mies, the British Gurkhas. 
From the opening face-off, something feels different.  
We’re on the attack, passing, leading elephants with long  
balls.  We have a one-goal handi cap, but we don’t need it.   
We are playing spirited, dominating polo. 
Chip scores twice in the first chukkah, and corporate 
lawyer Rob Forster’s epic defensive effort during a lengthy 
battle in front of our goal is a turning point in the match.   
We stymie the Gurkhas with timely chops and by hooking 
their mallets so that right before they strike the ball, we pop 
their mallets up with our own.  This infuriates their captain, 
she of trash-talking infamy.  
Then disaster strikes again.  During an aggressive two-
elephant muddle, Rob gets his toe caught in the other guy’s 
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supremely neurotic researcher for Playboy magazine,  
fancies himself the Jackie Robinson of elephant polo  
because, he says, he is the only identifiable Jew ever  
to play the sport.  
A ball deep in our end is cleared by free-lance  
journalist Josh Dean.  Captain  
Bill Keith screams from the sidelines 
that Bryan has an advantage.  I locate 
the ball tumbling into midfield and  
tap my mahout on the shoulder.   
We rumble into action.
My elephant is deceivingly fast  
for his size.  He’s pounding his way 
toward the ball, which is rolling  
toward the offensive zone known  
as the “D.”  (The D, a semi-circular 
space roughly analogous to the area 
inside the 3-point line in basketball, 
rings the goal sticks approximately  
20 feet out.) 
A Gurkha is hot on Bryan’s tail.  The rules limit the  
num ber of elephants a team can have in the D, so I have  
to stand sentry as Bryan taps the ball toward the goal.   
The Gurkha is gaining, his elephant right behind me.
Bryan winds up for a shot as years of athletic humiliation 
crowd his mind like ghoulish spectators — the missed shots, 
the strikeouts, the dropped passes.  We hear the glorious 
“cluck” of a well-struck ball.  Goal!  Time stretches out  
like the folds of an accordion. 
We win, 4-1.  
That night, bedtime is 4 a.m.  Bryan sleeps soundly for  
the first time all week, confident he has secured immortality  
in the annals of Jewish sportsmanship.
ropes.  The laws of physics and human anatomy sentence  
him to a painful fate.  As the two elephants move in opposite 
directions, Rob’s knee is twisted like a wet rag being rung out.
And then comes the sound.  Over the stampeding elephants, 
the screaming fans and teammates, a declarative pop is heard.
He yells in pain.  Somehow he mana-
ges to free himself, then slumps over onto 
his mahout, who immediately signals for 
play to be stopped.  Rob is helped off his 
elephant and crumples to the feces-
covered pitch.
A strange thing happens while Rob  
is writhing in agony.  The collective 
consciousness that overtakes you when 
you travel to distant lands with friends,  
as a team, and spend every day together 
— it all congeals in this moment.  We 
offer Rob support, assuring him that his 
health is our primary concern.
But below this, sub-verbally, we will 
Rob to do what is right . . . to choose the foolhardy path over 
the merely prudent . . . to ignore reason and safety and sanity 
in the name of a higher calling.  Rob writhes beneath a Chivas 
billboard festooned with its new marketing slogan — “Live 
with Chivalry” — and makes his decision. 
He climbs back aboard his elephant.  Through intense 
pain, he finishes the chukkah. 
He won’t play again in the tournament.  When he  
returns to New York, on crutches, he’ll go to his doctor  
and get the results:  a torn MCL and severe patella crack.  
National Football League players don’t finish games with  
this injury.  
With the Blue ahead 3-1 in the second chukkah, Bryan 
Abrams goes on the offensive.  Bryan, a diminutive and 
Blue players demonstrate 
their muddle strategy;  
local children, whose 
schools benefit from the 
event’s proceeds, turn out 
in droves for the matches.  
Right:  America’s stylishly 
dressed team poses with 
dignitaries — and the silver 
medal trophy.  From left, 
Rob Forster, Andrew Hall 
(British ambassador to 
Nepal), Chip Frazier, Josh 
Dean, captain Bill Keith, 
Jeff Bollerman, manager 
Melanie Brandman, Bryan 
Abrams and Peter “The 
Powerhouse” Prentice.
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The rules state that the clock does not expire as long  
as the ball is inside the D.  For what seems an eternity, Josh 
and Kristjan slash and hack at the ball as the clock counts  
to zero, and then beyond.  Josh whacks the ball, thinking  
he’s cleared it, but it smacks off his elephant’s leg and rolls 
right in front of Kristjan, who easily scores the tying goal  
to force overtime.  
After five minutes, and some valiant charges by the  
Blue, Tiger Tops gets a clear ball and Ishwor has it on his  
stick.  He dribbles it past Chip, whose elephant is too tired  
to mount a comeback. 
It’s just Ishwor and Bryan now.  Ishwor goes for his shot.  
Bryan can’t reach him.
The Blue settles for second place.
Later that night, at the black tie gala, golden Chivas 
splashes in our glasses, but our minds are all silver. 
AFTERMATH
Much has changed in the weeks since the British ambassador 
sent us home with silver medals and shining knives.
We left a Southeast Asia that is adjusting to the all too 
familiar fact that Islamic terrorism is now a feature of urban 
life.  We returned to a city for which the “new normal” includes 
mass layoffs and conspicuous retail vacancies.  News of tour-
nament founder Jim Edwards’ sudden death confirms what  
we already suspected — that we will never be able to repli- 
cate this adventure.  
But we don’t rest.  
Captain Bill Keith continues to entice sponsors to 
underwrite New York Blue, and he’s quick to remind us  
that “Elephant polo isn’t something you did.  It’s something  
you do.”
I’ve started a fascinating new job that the economic 
dislocation only makes more exciting.  And most importantly, 
the incomparable Hattie O’Neill ’95 has accepted my marriage 
proposal.
Today, when I can steal a rare moment to reflect, I marvel 
at how a kid from outside of Hackensack, N.J. (think Tony 
Soprano) ended up on Wall Street (think Gordon Gekko)  
only to rub elbows with colonels and aristocrats (think Evelyn 
Waugh).  And if my life unfolds as I hope it will — and if we’re 
lucky enough to have one of those storied Furman marriages 
(think the Plylers, the Blackwells, the Johnses, the Shis) — 
then the former Hattie O’Neill may one day have to answer 
this question from an enterprising grandchild wielding  
a Gurkha knife in a dusty attic:
 “Grandma, what’s a Quaich?”  |F |
The author, a 1997 Furman graduate, is director of limited 
partnership interests at SecondMarket, a leading intermediary  
of illiquid assets.  To learn more about the 2008 World Elephant 
Polo Championships, visit www.elephantpolo.com.  The 2009 
championships are scheduled November 29-December 5.   
New York Blue is planning a triumphant return.
DAY 4
Because of a three-way tie among teams with 1-2 records, 
there’s a penalty shootout between the Blue, the Gurkhas  
and Scotland to determine which squad will advance to  
the Professional Quaich, the elephant polo term for bracket.
We line up at the top of the D.  The other teams and 
hundreds of Nepali kids are watching, as are many more  
who have read the inter national press reports about the  
New York Blue.  The pressure is intense. 
Josh Dean scores our only goal, but that’s one more than 
the Gurkhas can manage.  The top-ranked Scots, surprised  
to find themselves in the shootout, muster only two goals, but 
that’s enough to advance into the Professional Quaich for the 
top four teams.  We move into the Olympic Quaich (the 
amateur group) to play a semifinal against the Indian Tigers. 
We’re still riding high after shutting up (and down)  
the Gurkhas, and our confidence shows.  Chip and Josh  
go on an early scoring spree, and we win 6-1.
That night, I sneak off to bed at 10 p.m. to be ready for 
the next day’s gold medal game against Tiger Tops, who very 
well could (and should) be playing in the Professional Quaich. 
 
 
DAY 5: CHAMPIONSHIPS 
Tiger Tops is a local team.  Its captain, Kristjan, has played  
for 15 years, his wife for five, his brother for 10, and their 
Nepali teammate, Ishwor Rana, for another 10.  
The New York Blue has five days of experience.
The first chukkah is promising.  With our five-goal handi-
cap, we battle the Tiger Tops like mad, holding them scoreless. 
But the second chukkah is different, and their elephants, who 
seem quicker and more alert, help them notch one, then two, 
then three and four goals. 
We’re up 5-4 with 10 seconds left, hanging on, gold  
medal within reach.  But Kristjan pokes the ball into our  
D as the seconds count down.
12    FURMAN | SPRING 2009
supremely neurotic researcher for Playboy magazine,  
fancies himself the Jackie Robinson of elephant polo  
because, he says, he is the only identifiable Jew ever  
to play the sport.  
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in the annals of Jewish sportsmanship.
ropes.  The laws of physics and human anatomy sentence  
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National Football League players don’t finish games with  
this injury.  
With the Blue ahead 3-1 in the second chukkah, Bryan 
Abrams goes on the offensive.  Bryan, a diminutive and 
Blue players demonstrate 
their muddle strategy;  
local children, whose 
schools benefit from the 
event’s proceeds, turn out 
in droves for the matches.  
Right:  America’s stylishly 
dressed team poses with 
dignitaries — and the silver 
medal trophy.  From left, 
Rob Forster, Andrew Hall 
(British ambassador to 
Nepal), Chip Frazier, Josh 
Dean, captain Bill Keith, 
Jeff Bollerman, manager 
Melanie Brandman, Bryan 
Abrams and Peter “The 
Powerhouse” Prentice.
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 individual has done more to shape  
 the Furman of today than Francis 
Wesley Bonner.
During his 38 years at Furman — and,  
in particular, as chief academic officer from 1961 
to 1982 under presidents John L. Plyler, Gordon 
W. Blackwell and John E. Johns — Bonner led 
the university’s efforts to strengthen the quality 
of the faculty and curriculum, desegregate the 
student body, develop a study abroad program, 
promote academic freedom and reinforce  
the school’s commitment to the liberal arts.  
When he died March 16 at the age of 92 after  
a period of declining health, he left a legacy  
of accomplishment and dedication virtually 
unmatched in Furman history.
“He was certainly the most influential 
admin istrator I worked with,” says professor 
emeritus John Block, who taught history at 
Furman from 1968 to 2005. 
Bonner believed that a strong faculty is  
the primary determinant of a strong institution.  
With that in mind, he set out to recruit the best 
and brightest to teach at Furman.  When he 
became academic dean in 1961 — he would 
eventually be named vice president and provost 
— 34 percent of the faculty held doctorates or 
other terminal degrees; when he stepped down  
in 1982, the figure was 86 percent.
His support for the faculty’s work was  
a major reason he was able to attract so many 
talented professors.  To promote a productive 
teaching environment, Bonner worked to reduce 
class loads, support faculty research, strengthen 
library holdings, and advo cate paid sabbatical 
leaves to encourage profes sional growth and 
renewal.
He understood those needs because of his 
own experiences in the classroom.  A native of 
Alabama and a Chaucer scholar, Bonner arrived 
Gladly Wolde He Lerne and Gladly Teche
Francis W. Bonner’s contributions to Furman’s growth and development are virtually unmatched in university annals.
at Furman in 1949 after completing his doctorate 
at the University of North Carolina.  He taught 
English for three years before spending the 1952-
53 year at Harvard University, where he was  
a Ford Foundation Fellow.
Upon Bonner’s return, Plyler appointed him 
dean of the Men’s College.  It was a restless time 
at Furman.  Students were anxiously awaiting the 
move to the new campus, and Bonner was forced 
to deal with an assortment of pranks ranging 
from food riots and minor vandalism to a case  
of arson and a bomb explosion in a dormitory.
Students soon realized, however, that the 
dean was not to be trifled with.  Although some 
resented his strictness or were cowed by his stern 
exterior — Plyler dubbed him “FBI Bonner” — 
most developed a grudging respect for his no-
nonsense approach.
No doubt respect turned to admiration for 
many one night in the early 1960s, when Bonner 
rallied the student community and coordinated 
the defense of the campus against a raid from 
Citadel cadets. 
Mark Kellogg ’67 writes, “I will never forget 
the rather staid and slightly aloof Dr. Bonner,  
in shirt-sleeves and a tie, standing on the patio 
outside Daniel Lounge, actually leading the 
counter-insurgent defense of the campus when 
Citadel cadets attempted to paint our brand new 
Williamsburg brick baby blue!  
“No one ever demonstrated greater concern 
for alma mater than did Dr. Bonner that evening. 
It was he who asked that cadets whom we had 
captured be brought to him for discipline —  
after we had shaved their heads and stripped 
them to their underwear.  It was Dr. Bonner  
who encouraged us to shake the trees where 
Cherry dale stands today to ensure that no more 
cadets were hiding where we had dislodged so 
many earlier in the evening. 
“And no one took more joy (except perhaps 
Coach Bob King) when, during the halftime 
performance of the Summerall Guards at 
Johnson-Hagood Stadium in Charleston, one 
guard’s plumed helmet blew off in the wind to 
reveal a shaved head with the remnants of an  
‘F’ tattooed with purple shoe polish.”
 There were other sides to the man.   
At Bonner’s funeral, Jim Pitts, former Furman 
chap lain, described how, with the help of the 
Fellow ship Class at First Baptist Church —  
where Bonner was a lay leader and taught Sunday 
school for nearly 30 years — he quietly assisted 
students with funds for various emergencies. 
No less a public figure than Mike McConnell 
’66, director of national intelli gence in the 
second Bush administration, can testify to 
Bonner’s benevolence.  In an article in the 
Winter 2008 Furman magazine, McConnell 
recounted his early days at Furman when he 
worked as a custodian for the athletic depart-
ment in return for a room in the old gym.   
Money was tight, and he occasionally had  
to skip meals.
When Bonner found out, he called 
McConnell to his office, inquired about what  
he was eating, and then handed him a dining 
hall card — which meant three free meals a day 
for the rest of the year.
“I was stunned by what he did,” McConnell 
said, adding, “I am forever grateful.”
Bonner acknowledged the crowd’s cheers at the 
1982 Commencement after Furman awarded  
him an honorary Doctor of Literature degree  
in recognition of his “distinguished career as 
teacher, scholar, planner and administrator.”
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 onner’s influence extended to many other   
  areas.  He planned and supervised the  
uni versity’s move from the downtown campus  
to the current site in the late 1950s, and he 
championed the creation of a study abroad 
program that today is a model for other schools.  
In 1973 his deter mined efforts, in concert with 
President Blackwell, helped secure for Furman  
a long coveted chapter of Phi Beta Kappa, the 
nation’s most prestigious academic honorary 
society.  And he chaired numerous accreditation 
committees for the Southern Association of 
Colleges and Schools, providing counsel and 
advice to institutions across the South.
A former high school football player and 
avid runner, Bonner was also faculty chair of 
athletics for many years.  He served as president 
of the Southern Conference and was a vice 
president and member of the Division I Steering 
Committee of the National Collegiate Athletic 
Association.  In 1994 he was elected to the 
Furman Athletic Hall of Fame.
Of his many contributions to the university, 
one of which he was especially proud came 
during the six-month period (August 1964 to 
February 1965) between the Plyler and Blackwell 
presidencies, when Bonner was chief executive 
officer in charge of administration.
At the time desegregation was considered  
a harbinger of an institution’s commitment to 
progress, and its academic accreditation could  
be compromised should a school fail to desegre-
gate.  Furman and its governing body, the South 
Carolina Baptist Convention, had been at odds 
over the issue since the university’s trustees voted 
in October 1963 to eliminate race as a barrier  
to admission.
The convention asked Furman to delay the 
policy for a year while it studied the trustees’ 
action, and although Furman agreed, Bonner 
began working behind the scenes with alumnus 
Sapp Funderburk to find the right student to 
desegregate Furman.  They chose Joe Vaughn,  
a Greenville native.
In November 1964, however, the SCBC 
rejected the revised admissions policy by a margin 
of almost two to one.  Blackwell had recently 
accepted Furman’s offer to be president, but one 
condition of his acceptance was that the univer-
sity would desegregate.
At a called trustees meeting on December 8, 
the board seemed ready to capitulate yet again to 
the convention’s expectations — until Bonner, 
prepared for this possibility, stepped forward.
In Furman University: Toward a New Identity 
1925-1975, Alfred S. Reid describes how Bonner’s 
well-reasoned remarks “persuasively analyzed the 
crisis . . . and urged upon the board its moral and 
legal obligation to stand by its earlier decision.
“Speaking for the new president, Bonner 
said:  ‘One of the reasons [Blackwell] accepted 
this appointment was the prospect of having  
an active board of responsible and reliable 
trustees.  Surely he will not be asked to begin  
his tenure in office under the shadow of doubts 
cast by vacillation upon the issue now facing us.’ ”
More than accreditation was at stake, 
according to Reid.  “The board, Bonner said,  
has a transcendent duty to the students, the 
faculty, the administration, and the integrity  
of the institution.  ‘We entreat you to act posi-
tively and forcefully in this matter . . . Don’t  
let us down!’  Bonner’s eloquence won the day.”
Forty-four years later, at Bonner’s funeral,  
Jeff Rogers, senior minister at Greenville’s First 
Baptist Church and a former Furman professor, 
said, “The testimonies are innumerable of the 
alumni who say that they would not have made  
it at Furman if it had not been for Dr. Bonner.  
The truth be told, there are other students and 
faculty with other stories, stories of how they 
think they would have made it at Furman if  
it had not been for Dr. Bonner.
“The common denominator in every one  
of those stories is the Frank Bonner we all know 
who said, ‘I will do what I believe is right.  I don’t 
care what people think of me.’  In truth, he did 
care; but he cared more about doing what he 
believed was right than about what people 
thought of him.”
An appropriate coda to Rogers’ comments 
can be found in the words of Frank Bonner’s 
beloved Chaucer:  “Full wise is he that can 
himself know.”  |F |
Francis W. Bonner is survived by his wife, 
Nilaouise Carnes Bonner; a son, Arnold Frank 
Bonner ’69, and his wife, Florence Black Bonner 
’69, of Shelby, N.C.; a daughter, Elizabeth Bonner 
Taylor ’76, and her husband, David ’77,  
of Charlotte, N.C.; five grandchildren and four 
great-grandchildren.  Memorials:  Francis W. 
Bonner Scholarship, Office of Development, 
Furman University, 3300 Poinsett Hwy., 
Greenville, S.C. 29613; or the Black-Bonner 
Scholarship, Gardner-Webb University,  
P.O. Box 997, Boiling Springs, N.C. 28017.
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The truth be told, there are other students and 
faculty with other stories, stories of how they 
think they would have made it at Furman if  
it had not been for Dr. Bonner.
“The common denominator in every one  
of those stories is the Frank Bonner we all know 
who said, ‘I will do what I believe is right.  I don’t 
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 ith worldly sounds in the distance — cars rushing  
 past, doorbells ringing — more than a dozen students  
 of Buddhism gather each Monday evening to medi tate 
quietly and ponder eternal questions, such as the purpose of life.
 The setting for this practice session is not a temple but the 
back room of First Unitarian Church in St. Louis, 
Mo.  And these men and women are a distinctly 
non-traditional group.
Although some are formal trainees in black 
robes, others are lay members in blue jeans.  Some 
are self-described Jews or Meth o dists, while others 
are simply seeking greater aware ness.  No one has  
a shaved head; one young man, in fact, sports shaggy 
blond dreadlocks.
Most unexpected of all is their teacher, or sensei, 
sitting cross-legged in the middle of the floor.  He is 
a small, earnest, 25-year-old man, younger than most of his pupils. 
Yet he is dressed in the purple gown and red robe of a Buddhist 
master, and he is already an abbot — currently the young est 
abbot, or spiritual leader, of any Buddhist order in the world. 
In this room he is Shi Yong Xiang sensei.  But he is better 
known to Furman classmates and faculty as Jim Eubanks ’05.
“What is deeply true is that Jim is an old soul,” says David 
Shaner, Gordon Poteat Professor of Phi losophy and Asian 
Studies, who taught Eubanks at Furman and serves today as  
his sensei.  “He is incredibly mature for his young age.  While  
he is extremely genteel, kind and compassionate, he has a very 
powerful will underneath all that.  He is wise well beyond his 
chronology.”
 Despite his youth, Eubanks has managed a remarkable feat.  
After the sudden death of his first Buddhist teacher in October 
2006, Eubanks — the senior student — was named the Dharma 
heir, which meant that he became head of his St. Louis-based 
order, responsible for its growth and nurturing. 
BY CANDACE O’CONNOR
W
That task is complicated by its groundbreaking nature.  
Through its monastic body, the Order of Pragmatic Buddhists 
(OPB), and its lay body, the Center for Pragmatic Buddhism 
(CPB), Eubanks’ group is helping to define a new, accessible, 
culturally relevant strain of Buddhism — nudging its bound aries 
in a more liberal direction.
“Earlier this year, the term ‘pragmatic  
Bud dhism’ was finally adopted into the normal 
lexicon of American Bud dhism, and we are the  
only group that actually uses that term in our name,” 
Eubanks says, adding:  “It is easier to be black or 
white, category A or category B.  My expe riences,  
at least, have been very much shades of gray.”
Eubanks himself lives the busy, complex  
Amer ican life that he wants the CPB to reflect in  
its teaching.  As its leader, he has heavy responsi bility for his 10 
formal students, four of whom are already novice monks and full 
members of the OPB.  They embark upon a rigorous training  
pro gram that lasts at least six months; their climb through the 
monastic ranks takes them from novice to cleric and then master. 
At this early stage in their training, Eubanks speaks  
to them individually each week for half an hour, monitors a 
discussion they host in an on-line forum, and holds a monthly 
group reading session.  He sends out a regular newsletter, and  
at the Monday meetings he delivers a “Dharma talk,” always 
followed by a lively question-and-answer session.
“In much of Buddhism, the teacher’s Dharma talk expounds 
on the canonized text,” says Eubanks.  “When I give the talk,  
it may come from The Atlantic, The Wilson Quarterly or some-
thing else highly Western.  Then we have group discussion, not 
often done in Buddhism.  Our members love that and consider  
it inte gral to their practice.”
But mingled with his Buddhist world, he has another life,  
As the youngest spiritual leader of any Buddhist order,  
Jim Eubanks works to demonstrate the religion’s relevance  
to the contemporary Western world.
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as a student at Logan College of Chiropractic.  He is scheduled  
to graduate this spring, with a master’s degree in sports medicine 
due in August.
Like Buddhism, chiropractic medicine divides into its  
own camps — a majority favoring a musculoskeletal focus and  
a vocal minority with a metaphysical bent.  Eubanks is squarely 
on the medical side, helping patients with joint manipulation, 
rehabilitation and muscle training.  
“Chiropractic medicine is another good way to teach people 
self-empowerment,” he says.  “For example, we can give someone 
who doesn’t exercise a concise introduction to it.  Something they 
can do twice a week for 10 to 15 minutes under initial monitoring. 
Something that fits in their weekly schedule and really works.”
While some forms of Buddhism demand a monastic life and 
celibacy, Pragmatic Buddhism does not.  Eubanks’ teacher was 
married, and he has a fiancée, Komal Patel ’06, an intensive-care 
nurse at Missouri Baptist Hospital.  They met in anatomy class  
at Furman and plan to marry next spring.
“If we live an isolated life, without family or job — and we 
just have to worry about cultivating flowers — it is relatively easy 
not to have stress enter into your mind,” says Eubanks.  “The hard 
thing is dealing with such stresses as paying taxes, worrying about 
whom to vote for, raising children.  Yet those things are at least  
as valuable, and not enough emphasis has been placed on them.”
Eubanks grew up in an All-American household with his  
sister Laura, who just completed her sophomore year at Furman.  
His father relocated frequently in his job with Bank of America,  
and Eubanks, born in Danville, Va., was uprooted many times as  
a child, living mainly in eastern North Carolina and Baltimore. 
“In retrospect,” he says, “that was a good experience because 
it taught me some lessons of Buddhism:  impermanence and 
change.  It allowed me to appreciate that perspective.”
His family attended liberal Lutheran churches, and Eubanks, 
always interested in religion, considered becoming a minister.   
In high school he played lacrosse and studied Gong Fu, a phys-
ically strenuous Chinese form of martial arts.  Holding postures 
for a long time introduced him to meditation, which improved  
his focus and made him curious to learn more.
Then trouble struck.  One February day his senior year, he 
thought he was catching a cold.  But soon he felt excruciating 
pain in his abdomen and back.  The diagnosis was Crohn’s disease, 
a chronic bowel disorder, and he underwent surgery.  As he 
recovered, unable to eat, he began mulling over life-and-death 
issues:  Why are we here?  Is there a reason for suffering?
“It was also challenging for me to imagine how suffering like 
mine could happen — on a much broader scale and in more pro-
found ways — to people who had many fewer resources than I 
did,” he says.  “I began to move away from the explanation that  
it happened for a reason toward the idea that it just happened, 
and we have to learn to deal with it.”
When it was time to look for a college, one of his father’s  
col leagues (Gene Godbold ’77) suggested Furman, and on a visit 
Eubanks fell in love with the school.  The campus was gorgeous, 
he says, and he liked the close faculty-student relationships and 
the strength of the pre-med program.
During his freshman and sophomore years he spent time  
in religious organizations, often discussing Christianity outside  
of class.  He also took courses that gave him new insights.  They 
included David Rutledge’s “Bible as Literature” class that con- 
sid ered the Bible from a historical perspective; Bryan Bibb’s course 
on wisdom literature of the Hebrew Bible and Apocrypha; and 
Gil Einstein’s psychology course that illuminated how the mind 
and memory work.
“The Bible is filled with historical reflections, written by 
human beings,” Eubanks says.  “God evolves over time and so 
does Satan; the Satan in Job is not the same Satan as in the 
Gospels.  That evolving perspective is important to under-
standing that humans are evolving, too.”
Gradually, Eubanks began moving away from an anthropo-
morphic image of God.  Is he theistic now?  “I don’t have any 
conflicts with it,” he says, a bit enigmatically.
Most of all, he began to reconceive his view of Jesus, shifting 
away from the notion of Christ as sacrifice, paying for human sins. 
Jim Eubanks assisted his sensei, professor David Shaner, during Furman’s 
dedication of the Place of Peace, a former Buddhist temple, last September.
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Now, he says, he focuses on the way Jesus lived:  his compassion 
for the weak, his selflessness.
Eubanks says he doesn’t know whether there is life after death, 
but it is not something that concerns him.  “I don’t know anyone 
who can report on the afterlife, but I do know what is going on in 
this world,” he says.  “Over my 78 years or whatever my life expect-
ancy is, my energy has to be devoted to something that is fruitful 
here.  My time is best spent dealing with the pressures and stresses 
and hardships of life today.”
By the end of his sophomore year, Eubanks was reconsidering  
a medical career and thinking instead of attending graduate school 
in comparative philosophy.  Then, at the start of his junior year, 
and again six months later, he had emergency surgery for painful 
intestinal adhesions, caused by his earlier operation.  It was 
another blow, he says, and helped swing him back toward the 
medical field.
The same year, he took what was for him a seminal course:  
Mark Stone’s philosophy class in American pragmatism, which 
highlighted for him the importance of focusing on clear-cut 
problems, including the need to alleviate suffering. 
Stone referred Eubanks to Shaner, chair of the philosophy 
department and senior faculty member in Asian Studies.  On 
leave at the time, Shaner invited Eubanks to his home, and they 
discussed Shaner’s experiences in Japan and in the Ki-Aikido 
community, where he is chief instructor of the Eastern Ki Feder-
ation.  Shaner also practices Buddhism and has for 40 years studied 
the teachings of Master Koichi Tohei, who is now 90 years old.
Eubanks began taking courses from Shaner and others in 
Asian Studies and decided to seek a Buddhist teacher who could 
lead him in further study.  Through an Internet search, he hap-
pened upon the Venerable Ryugen Fisher of St. Louis, and they 
started corresponding.  They met and Eubanks decided to pursue 
formal training, which turned into weekly sessions after he moved 
to St. Louis in 2005.
He was drawn to the order, in part, by its philosophical 
heritage and focus.  In Buddhism, teaching lineage is important, 
and Fisher had been a student of Holmes Welch, a noted Harvard-
based scholar of Chinese Buddhism and Taoism.  Over time, 
Fisher — whose order was called the Dragon Flower Chan Temple 
— had worked to develop a pragmatic new form of traditional 
Chan Buddhism, coining the term American Chan Buddhism.
After Fisher’s death and his appointment as abbot, Eubanks 
began moving the order still further toward pragmatism.  He met 
some resistance from traditional communities that opposed  
his interpretation, but he persisted, renaming his group the Amer-
ican Chan Buddhist Center and later the Center for Pragmatic 
Buddhism.  Today the CPB belongs to the 14-member St. Louis 
Buddhist Council, and all but one group is cordial to him, he says.
He also formed an eight-member advisory board composed of 
leading figures in the field.  Two are Furman faculty:  Shaner and 
religion/Asian Studies professor Sam Britt.  “They help by giving 
me resources and double-checking ideas, but having this group 
also shows our seriousness,” he says.  “Transparency is important 
to us, and if we are opening ourselves up to this caliber of people, 
it is hard for anything to be hidden.”
At this Monday session Eubanks is explaining the roots  
of Pragmatic Buddhism, and his group is peppering him with 
questions.  As he answers them, carefully and quietly, the group 
inclines respectfully to listen.  “How did he learn this so early?” 
they murmur to each other during a break.
Shaner has an explanation.  “I think we all have a calling.   
It just takes some people longer than others to figure out what 
their calling is, but Jim gravitated toward philosophy and practice 
at an early age.  It could be that this is part of a connection that 
has been with him through many lifetimes.”
Mounted on the wall in this Unitarian space is a picture of 
William Greenleaf Eliot, a 19th-century minister who espoused 
what he called “Practical Christianity.”  On the floor behind 
Eubanks is a small altar adorned with candles and the figure  
of Siddhartha Gautama, the historical Buddha.  Together, these 
images seem to embody where Eubanks has come from and where 
he is heading.
 “Buddha questioned why there is suffering.  He went through 
intense suffering himself and developed what we now call Buddhism.  
This statue is a symbol of the human ideal that we aspire to,” says 
Eubanks, adding pragmatically:  “What matters are our actions 
and the ability to do what he did.”  |F |
The author is a free-lance writer in St. Louis.  To learn more about 
the CPB, visit www.pragmaticbuddhism.org.
Eubanks, who completed his chiropractic studies this spring, credits his parents,  
Jim and Malinda, for their steadfast encouragement and support of his interests.
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For NPR News 
A Q&A with Furman graduate 
Eleanor Beardsley about her  
life and career in the City of Lights.
Eleanor Beardsley ’86 has been National Public Radio’s lead correspondent in France since 2004.   
Based in Paris, she follows “all aspects of French society, politics, economics, culture and gastronomy,” 
according to her NPR biography.
Beardsley grew up in Columbia, S.C., and at an early age became interested in all things French.   
Her father, a history professor at the University of South Carolina, introduced her to the language  
through the Asterix the Gaul comic book series.
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I’ve studied French, I laugh and tell them it basically took me 25 years to learn the language!”
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What sparked your interest in journalism?
................................................................................
I didn’t discover I wanted to be a journalist until 
I was in my 30s, but I think I was heading in that 
direction all along.  It just took me a while to 
figure it out.  I always loved writing and telling 
stories, and was always interested in faraway 
places and different cultures.  
Journalism was a good fit for my personality 
and my educational background.  Today the 
passions and interests I developed and nurtured 
at Furman are my livelihood.  I get to cover the 
people and places I dreamed about and bring 
their stories to American radio listeners.  
And I was lucky, too, because I was able  
to break into the field without having to start at  
the bottom.  I always loved listening to National 
Public Radio, but I never imagined that one day 
I’d be reporting for NPR from Paris.
 
Describe your work with the UN mission  
in Kosovo.
................................................................................
I first went to Kosovo to visit a friend in August 
of 2000, about a year after NATO forces pushed 
out former Serbian president Slobodan Milosevic’s 
forces.  During that trip I put together my first 
radio stories.
I had been working as a producer at a French 
television news bureau in Washington, D.C.  It 
was a fine job, but because I wasn’t French I had 
no chance to become a reporter.  I had always 
loved radio more than television, so I bought 
radio equipment, taught myself to use it, and 
went to Kosovo.
A friend who worked for the Canadian 
Broadcasting Corporation gave me lots of encour­
agement.  From that first exciting trip I produced 
three radio stories that aired on the BBC­Public 
Radio International show “The World.”  After 
that I was hooked.
When I was offered the chance to work  
with the United Nations in Kosovo, I jumped.   
It was originally a three­month contract, but 
soon I had job offers from many different UN 
offices in Kosovo.  I took a position with the  
press office and ended up staying for three  
years.
Kosovo was not a dangerous place for inter­
nationals.  The conflict was between the natives.  
Albanians felt the West had saved them from 
Milosevic, and Serbs felt the NATO forces and 
the UN were protecting them from revenge­
seeking Albanians.
But you had to be careful.  Once I was  
in an isolated Serb village drinking plum liquor 
with the inhabitants.  Later a Ukrainian soldier 
warned me about telling people I was American.  
Another time, while I was away, a car bomb  
went off near my apartment and shattered every 
win dow.  And Kosovo’s beautiful countryside  
was filled with landmines. 
I worked with a great team of internationals 
who were doing exciting things to promote 
recon ciliation between the Serbs and Albanians.  
I wrote for a UN news magazine, had the freedom 
to travel and report on any story I wanted, and 
did free­lance work for The Washington Post,  
The Christian Science Monitor and The Boston 
Globe.  And I continued to do radio pieces  
for “The World.”
I’m convinced that being a journalist is 
some times just about being in the right place  
at the right time and having confidence in 
Eleanor Beardsley takes to the streets for an interview about a student strike in Paris.
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yourself.  The Balkans was hands down the  
most fascinating place I had ever lived.  Nothing 
in the West could compare. 
How did you land the job with NPR?
................................................................................
After three years I felt it was time to leave Kosovo 
and try to live a normal and not a “mission” life.  
I’d always wanted to live in Paris, and while  
I didn’t have a job, I decided to give it a shot.  
And yes, I also had a love interest there —  
my future husband.
I signed up for a course in French language 
and history at the Sorbonne so that I could get  
a student visa and stay long term.  At 40, I was 
the only “mature woman” in a class of mostly 
21­year­old au pairs.  But it was great fun.
I also began pitching radio stories to “The 
World.”  I hadn’t done radio for a while and was  
a bit rusty, and it must have shown because they 
kept rejecting my ideas.
But then I pitched a story on “spec,” meaning 
they’d take it only if they liked it.  It was during 
the 2004 presidential race.  I had found John 
Kerry’s French cousin, the mayor of a tiny fishing 
village in Brittany.  I got in touch with him,  
went to his office and did a great piece, complete 
with locals singing in a café as they downed 
oysters and white wine.  After that, I was in.
A few months later I ran into the NPR 
correspondent at the time, Nick Spicer, in  
a German military cemetery in Normandy.   
We were working on the same story for our 
respective networks.  He told me he would be 
leaving soon and asked if I’d like it if he recom­
mended me to take his place.  “Would I!” I said 
— and the rest is history.
It took a while to build the relationship and 
status I have with NPR today, but I’ve worked 
hard.  I realize that there was a great amount  
of luck in all this, and I’m grateful every day.
 
Are you essentially NPR’s Paris bureau?   
How do you file reports?
................................................................................
NPR has bureaus in London and Berlin.  In other 
European countries we have single correspond­
ents and work with free­lancers.
I have a studio in my apartment.  When  
I work on stories for “Morning Edition,” it often 
means not getting to bed until 3 a.m., so it’s  
good to already be home.  And if the folks at 
NPR in Washington wake me up in the middle  
of the night, I’m ready to file. 
I have a computer and cable television and 
an Internet connection.  This, plus recording 
equipment (a mini disc player and good micro­
phone), is about all you need to be a radio 
correspondent.  I spend much of my time doing 
interviews and covering events, then return 
home to put things together and file.
For most stories I write a script using the 
sound and interviews I’ve recorded.  I edit the 
script by phone with the Europe editor, who  
is based in Washington, and put the sound into 
my computer using sound programs.  Then  
I track my voice with my microphone.  
I send all the sound elements by Internet  
to NPR in Washington, where producers put  
the story together (mix it) using my script  
as an instruction sheet.  When you hear, for 
example, traffic sounds behind my voice, that’s 
the mixed product.
  
Tell us about some of your favorite stories.
................................................................................
I love going to small villages and country places 
to do stories about food, culture and societal 
trends.  Outside Paris, people live simply and  
are so approachable.
One of my favorite stories was about a school 
cafeteria chef in the south of France who put his 
whole self into making healthy and delicious yet 
inexpensive meals for the kids.  He was amazing, 
a real artist.  He gave me a lot of cooking tips.
Another favorite was reporting on a restau­
rant called Dans Le Noir, or In the Dark.  I  
was led in blindfolded and seated at a table in 
com plete darkness.  The servers were all blind.  
Everything felt noisy and close, and I couldn’t  
tell what I was eating.  I did learn all kinds  
of tricks, like putting the tip of your finger in 
your glass to know when it’s full.  By the end  
of the meal I was completely exhausted —  
and had a whole new respect for the vision­
impaired.
Last year, on Memorial Day, I did a story 
Not all interviewees are human.
Being a journalist is some times just about being in the right   
 place at the right time and having confidence in yourself.
from the Normandy Beach graveyards.  A lis­
tener in North Carolina sent me the tip.  Her 
uncle’s grave had been adopted by a French 
resident as part of a program called Les Fleurs  
de la Mémoire, or Flowers of Memory, through 
which a French family can adopt an American 
serviceman’s grave.  The program’s goal is to 
provide for maintenance and remembrance, 
because as time passes, fewer Americans visit 
these graves.
I met the woman’s uncle’s sponsor at the 
Colleville sur Mer American cemetery that looks 
out over Omaha Beach.  It was one of the most 
moving stories I’ve done.  The man had written  
a poem to the American GI and read it to him 
over his grave.  We were both crying.
The man’s niece wrote me a beautiful letter 
afterward.  She said that now she felt that Uncle 
Walter, whose grave no one in her family had 
visited, had family in France. 
 
Talk about President Sarkozy.  What do  
the French think of him?
................................................................................  
Nicolas Sarkozy was elected president two years 
ago, coming in on a huge wave of popularity.  I 
covered the campaign and he was a phenomenal 
candidate, full of energy, exciting and well­spoken. 
He is not your typical politician.  He is very 
frank and doesn’t play by the old rules, which 
makes some resent him.  He can even be seen  
as crude.  But he is not two­faced.  He calls 
things as he sees them.
He reminds you a lot of Bill Clinton in his 
heyday.  He can talk intelligently and compel­
lingly on virtually any topic.  It’s obvious that  
he has been preparing for this role his entire life.
I think his early popularity went to his head.  
Suddenly he and France were in the international 
spotlight, and his actions suggested that France 
was re­establishing itself as a world power.
But then his private life became a little too 
public.  Everyone was fascinated by the personal 
drama, but also critical of him for being so open 
with his life.  He went through a high­profile 
divorce and then began dating Carla Bruni,  
a singer and model.  That very public romance 
didn’t do much for his popularity, but since  
their marriage they have been far less flam­
boyant.
Carla Bruni is definitely an asset.  She is 
elegant and refined, and speaks five languages.  
When Sarkozy traveled to England to meet 
Queen Elizabeth, everyone was predicting that 
he’d make huge gaffes.  But in the end Carla 
helped him win the day.  And his popularity  
has improved in recent months.
He is actually quite refreshing for French 
politics, even if he’s a bit too active sometimes.  
His critics say he tries to do too much and,  
as a result, doesn’t accomplish anything. 
Beardsley and her son Maxime enjoy visiting the baker near their home each evening to collect a baguette.
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How do you approach a story? 
................................................................................  
When you report for radio, you have to transport 
the audience with you — provide the small 
details and sounds that will paint the picture.  
You have to find good characters to interview.  
You try to mix in sound and visual imagery.   
It’s not always easy, especially if you’re doing  
a story about economics.
People seem to enjoy when you put yourself 
in the story.  But you have to be careful not to 
interject yourself too much.  As a journalist, you 
need some distance.  Still, people are interested 
in how you, as an American, view things.  They 
like the personal details.
I once did a live interview on “Morning 
Edition” during a period of public strikes, and 
when host Steve Inskeep asked me if I was 
affected by the strikes I said yes, because when 
my nanny couldn’t get to work, I didn’t know 
what to do with my 2­year­old son.  I described 
how I had to book taxis for my nanny two days  
in advance, things like that.  Well, people just 
loved to learn that NPR’s Paris reporter faced  
the same child­care problems as everyone else!
Another story that prompted a lot of listener 
reaction was about all the specialty food shops  
in France — the butcher, the baker, the candle­
stick maker.  I had just left a butcher shop famous 
for its head cheese, which isn’t cheese at all.   
It’s basically parts of a pig’s head stewed down 
and then made into a gelatinous loaf.  I know,  
it sounds horrible.
Anyway, as I was leaving, the shopkeeper 
came running down the street to give me a 
couple of thick slices of head cheese.  I caught 
the whole thing on tape, and it was a nice 
exchange.  I went home and had head cheese  
for lunch.  It was quite good!  
 
What do the French really think of Americans?
................................................................................
I came to Paris just after the French­American 
fallout over the war in Iraq.  The French were 
really shocked and a bit hurt by the virulent 
backlash in America as a result of their opposi­
tion to the war.  But the bad blood has passed.  
You’d be surprised how many people say, “Oh,  
I love America.  I visited here and there.”
 You always hear that the French are anti­
American, but it’s not that simple.  They’re 
opposed to what they consider no­holds­barred 
capitalism, and they weren’t fans of the Bush 
administration, but they don’t dislike Americans 
themselves.
 
Where do you live?  Is there a large expatriate 
community in Paris?
................................................................................
Paris is like a giant village — actually 20 villages, 
or arrondissements.  And each has its own atmos­
phere.
I live in the 15th arrondissement, right beside 
the Seine.  It’s a great neighborhood for strolling 
Beardsley gets a little help from Frisonne as she prepares a report from her home office.
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and playing with kids.  It’s very lively, with street 
markets and specialty shops.
My son, now 3, is known in all the stores.  
We make our shopping rounds and people say, 
“Hello Maxime!”  Especially the baker where  
we buy our baguette every evening.  She loves 
children.  And Maxime, like any good French 
child (well, half French), loves bread.
Paris does have a lot of expats and I have 
many American friends.  Most of them have 
been here for a long time.  There are a lot of 
international organizations in Paris.
 
Do you have much opportunity to travel, 
either for work or for pleasure?  
................................................................................
For NPR I’ve traveled to Britain, Switzerland,  
the Netherlands, Belgium and Kosovo.  I suppose 
I could propose more destinations, but there is  
a lot going on in France.  And it’s not easy to pick 
up and leave for a week when you have a child.
I’ve been to Brussels frequently.  It’s only  
an hour and a half on the speed train.  London  
is two and a half hours away, so that’s really great.
I think I will travel more in the future. That 
is one of the great things about living in Europe 
— knowing that so many diverse places are so 
close.  Even in France you have so many different 
destinations, from the Mediterranean to the Alps 
to the beaches of Normandy. 
 
Do you see Paris as your permanent home?
................................................................................
I come back to the States at least once a year, 
and my family visits me here.  One thing that 
keeps me here is my husband, Ulysse Gosset, 
who’s a journalist as well, and my two stepsons, 
who are 16 and 14.  So it’s not likely we would 
leave in the immediate future. 
I wouldn’t mind living in the States.  I’ve 
never lived there as a married woman or parent.  
But for now I’m enjoying France and Europe.   
I feel like such a part of the world and the living 
is good here, even if you don’t make a lot  
of money.  People eat well, take a lot of time  
off and really seem to enjoy life and family.  
The French are opposed to what they consider no-holds-barred capitalism, and they  
 weren’t fans of the Bush administration, but they don’t dislike Americans themselves.
And it doesn’t seem to be linked to money. 
Of course, with times the way they are, I hope 
this doesn’t change!  |F |
To hear some of Eleanor Beardsley’s reports  
from Europe, visit www.npr.org.  Photos courtesy 
Eleanor Beardsley except as noted.
At a base in southern France for a story about the French rejoining the top command structures of NATO.
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What do the French really think of Americans?
................................................................................
I came to Paris just after the French­American 
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capitalism, and they weren’t fans of the Bush 
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Where do you live?  Is there a large expatriate 
community in Paris?
................................................................................
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Beardsley gets a little help from Frisonne as she prepares a report from her home office.
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and playing with kids.  It’s very lively, with street 
markets and specialty shops.
My son, now 3, is known in all the stores.  
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................................................................................
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................................................................................
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The French are opposed to what they consider no-holds-barred capitalism, and they  
 weren’t fans of the Bush administration, but they don’t dislike Americans themselves.
And it doesn’t seem to be linked to money. 
Of course, with times the way they are, I hope 
this doesn’t change!  |F |
To hear some of Eleanor Beardsley’s reports  
from Europe, visit www.npr.org.  Photos courtesy 
Eleanor Beardsley except as noted.
At a base in southern France for a story about the French rejoining the top command structures of NATO.
At that moment, I realized 
how much Furman matters  
to me.
Thus began the whirl wind 
of book writing — accompa- 
n ied by a few surprises.
Publicity began before  
the first chapter was finished.  
A cover was designed and 
appeared with my bio on Web 
sites.  The book was avail able 
on Overstock.com before there 
was “stock” to overstock.  I felt 
a deep sense of respon sibility to those who were putting money down  
for a book that existed only in cyberspace, but I was over whelmed by  
the support the publisher showed in advance of the book’s completion.
The process helped my husband, Brent, and me learn hard life lessons 
earlier than we would have otherwise.  Brent had to resort to inten tional 
ignorance of deadlines for a while, and I developed a greater appreciation 
for his contri butions to housekeeping.
I was also surprised to discover the bond that builds between writer  
and editor.  My editor quickly became my friend, mentor and coach.  A year 
into the process he delivered news that the manuscript needed to be com-
pletely reorgan ized but promised to work side-by-side with me to get it done.
After two years, we finally went to print.  It’s a shame the cover has 
only my name on it, because it is the product of countless people and insti-
tutions that contributed to my development.
My journey as an author embodies the sacred cycle of giving.  Take  
my experience with Furman — I began as a recipient of scholarship money,  
and now I’m a donor for other students.  That’s what my book is about — 
how almost all cultures and faith traditions share in this practice and  
there by enrich the lives of their givers and re ceivers through the constant 
ebb and flow of generosity.
Now people come to me for advice on faith, money and giving.  A man 
once asked, “Why should I give money to a school that I just fin ished pay-
ing for only a few years ago?”
Fair question.  Then my mind wanders back to the flashing cursor  
on the blank page that cold day in Starbucks. . . . 
— LAUREN TYLER WRIGHT
 
The author earned a degree in religion in 2000.  Royalties from the sales  
of Giving — The Sacred Art are being donated to the United Nations  
World Food Programme.
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There I was, in an Indianapolis Starbucks, trying to write the first 
sentence of my first book.
I had yet to adjust to midwestern winters, and I was freezing.  A pub - 
lish er was paying me to write, but all I could manage to do was sit, drink 
coffee and listen to other people’s conversations about future leaders  
of the free world, Facebook and frappuccinos.  The lonely cursor on  
the com puter screen taunted me with its incessant blinking.
With my Furman degree and a Master of Divinity from Duke under  
my belt, I had worked for two universities running programs that focused  
on issues surrounding faith, money and giving.  Out of that came an  
invi ta tion from SkyLight Paths Publishing to write Giving — The Sacred  
Art for its Spiritual Life series.
I was 29 and had never published so much as a pamphlet, but I signed on. 
So there I sat, shivering and borderline cat atonic.  My research was 
done and my outline was in place, but I lacked confidence.  I decided to 
prolong the procrastination and start with the acknowledgments.
The first entry — before family and friends, before other universities, 
even before God (I figure the Almighty isn’t too hung up on receiv ing 
literary shout-outs) — was to thank Furman.  I wrote:
No writer writes alone.  We may isolate ourselves for hours or 
days at a time to be quiet with our thoughts, waiting for a brain storm  
or attempting to string together the best choice of words, but we never 
write alone.  Always with us are the wisdom and ideas of those who 
have influenced our think ing, the voices of loved ones who believe in  
us, and the presence of individ uals and communities who have shaped 
us into who we are.  While this book may bear my name, it is the result 
and work of many people. 
To the Furman Religion Department — thank you for pushing my 
understanding of God beyond a singular denominational con struct and 
teaching me how my faith and reason can coexist peace fully in my soul.
Like a movie on TiVo, my mind replayed the journey that led me  
to this moment.  At the Furman chapter I smiled as scenes flashed by, 
highlighting favorite college memories.
My freshman English professor, Stanley Crowe, took novices and  
made us into bold writers.  My roommate of four years, Ashley Clark 
Ransom, edited every paper I wrote, teach ing me writing skills my editor 
now praises.  My advisor, Mark Woodard, let me cry in his office because  
I had dreamed of being a math major and was failing discrete mathematics.  
He instil led in me self worth and perspective.  My Spanish professor,  
Maurice Cherry, encouraged me even though the Taco Bell menu was  
about the only Spanish I could comprehend.  He taught me to persevere.
On faith, money and giving: An author’s perspective
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A QUARTERLY LOOK AT THE LATEST NEWS ABOUT THE UNIVERSITY’S COMPREHENSIVE CAMPAIGN
It’s a Furman first (we think)!  Three siblings 
have joined leadership gift societies.
Bob Hubbard ’97 (at left in photo), Betsy 
Hubbard Vance ’03 and Bill Hubbard ’99 are  
all Young Benefactors — graduates of the last  
15 years who make annual unrestricted gifts  
to Furman of $1,000 or more.
Was there a common factor in the Hubbards’ 
experience that led them to provide such support?  
No doubt their parents’ guiding principle — “If 
you can help, do it!” — was a major influence.  
But the Hubbards say that they came to their 
decision independently.
“Furman helped all of us develop as individ-
uals, so it makes sense that we would all give 
back,” says Betsy.  As a former Furman Singer, 
peer edu cator and member of Kappa Delta, Betsy 
had many options toward which to designate her 
gift.  But she chose the unrestricted route, allow-
ing the university to apply her donation toward 
the area it deems best.
Bill says he was encouraged by Ben Barnhill 
’98, a Furman friend (and annual giving volun-
teer), to take advantage of the Hollingsworth 
Initiative, which helps donors boost their gifts  
to a leadership level over a three-year period.
One of the key strategic initiatives in the 
Because Furman Matters cam paign is expansion 
of the university’s emphasis on Asian Studies. 
Since 1988, when Furman created the Asian 
Studies major, the program has become the 
largest of any liberal arts college in the South, 
with 16 faculty members in eight depart ments.  
And its influence is clearly expand ing, as the 
story about Jim Eubanks on page 16 illustrates. 
Thanks to the financial assistance of  
The Beth and Ravenel B. Curry Foundation,  
The Duke Endowment and many individual  
sup porters, Furman today offers more than 60 
Building a program that is second to none
Asian Studies courses, has Chinese and Japanese 
language houses on campus, and has established 
partnerships with Chinese and Japanese schools.
Given the importance of Asia in interna-
tional politics, Because Furman Matters seeks 
resources to expand lan guage study; continue  
to develop internship and study abroad oppor-
tuni ties in Asia, such as the Furman in China 
program; attract and retain top faculty; and offer 
scholarship aid to recruit students from Asia.
Visit www.furman.edu/depts/asianstudies  
to learn more.
In recent years the Dallas-Fort Worth area has 
become a significant source for some of Furman’s 
brightest students.  In fact, during the 2007-08 
academic year, more students applied to Furman 
from Highland Park High in Dallas than from 
any other school in the nation. 
Now, thanks to the assistance of some 
Furman parents from Texas, the university will 
be able to strengthen its presence and recruiting 
efforts in Dallas-Fort Worth and the surrounding 
area.
The parents helped the university establish  
a relationship with the Amon G. Carter 
Foundation in Fort Worth.  As a result, Furman 
received a four-year, $200,000 grant from the 
foundation to support the work of an admissions 
counselor based in Dallas-Fort Worth.
 The position is expected to allow Furman  
to further capitalize on its presence in Texas  
and expand its recruiting base.  As Brad Pochard, 
director of admissions, says, “The counselor  
will help us deepen our admissions network  
and relationships in Texas, which, in turn,  
will increase our yield.”
The Amon G. Carter Foundation is known 
for its community involvement, interest in 
education and philanthropic generosity.  John 
Robinson, the foundation’s executive vice 
president, says, “We commend the commitment 
Furman has made to attract students from this 
area.  We are pleased to help Furman establish 
this recruiter/admissions counselor and assist 
students and families in learning more about this 
great school and the educational opportunities  
it provides.
“Furman graduates will continue to make  
a positive impact on our local community,  
as well as the entire country, through the 
outstanding education they receive.”
Texas foundation’s grant 
supports admissions
Bob says he connected to Furman quickly 
through his freshman Dialogue group, led  
by David Shi.  He and his wife, Susie Nabors 
Hubbard ’97, are both alumni volunteers  
and have pro vided consistent yearly support.   
He says they are delighted to see that today’s 
students have even more opportunities to learn 
and grow than were available just a decade ago.
For information on Young Benefactors, e-mail 
john.kemp@furman.edu or call (864) 294-3717.
More campaign news on page 29 and by visiting 
www.becausefurmanmatters.com.
Hubbard siblings join forces as Young Benefactors
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Four alumni were among the five 
individuals honored March 24 when 
Furman celebrated Founders Week 
with its annual convocation.
The university awarded honor­
ary Doctor of Science degrees to 
David Orr, chair of the environ­
mental studies program at Oberlin 
College in Ohio, and Carl Kohrt 
’65, immediate past chair of 
Furman’s board of trustees and 
recently retired president and chief executive 
officer of Battelle, an international science  
and technology company.
Orr, a pioneer in environmental literacy  
and ecological design, has provided advice  
and counsel to Furman as it has developed  
its strategic commit ment to sustainability.   
He spearheaded the effort to build a $7.2 million 
Environmental Studies Center at Oberlin that 
was named one of 30 “milestone buildings”  
of the 20th century by the U.S. Department  
of Energy.
He has written four books and been recog­
nized with the Bioneers Award, the National 
Conservation Achievement Award from the 
National Wildlife Federation, and a Lyndhurst 
Prize from the Lyndhurst Foundation.
Kohrt, a chemistry major at Furman who 
holds a Ph.D. from the University of Chicago, 
has given amply of his time, talent and resources 
to the university.  With his wife, Lynne, he  
pr o vided the naming gift for Kohrt Commons  
in the Charles H. Townes Center for Science.  
Kohrt Commons honors his parents, Carl and 
Catherine Kohrt.
Before going to Battelle he spent 29 years 
with Kodak, where he held several senior execu­
tive and technical positions, including executive 
vice president and assistant chief operating officer.
 Benny Walker ’71, who worked for 37 years 
in admissions and financial aid at Furman before 
stepping down as vice president for enrollment  
in 2008, received the Bell Tower Award for  
his contributions to university life.  Today he  
is an assistant to President David Shi and senior 
associate for the Riley Institute.
As an administrator Walker’s ingenuity  
and creativity helped make it possible for hun­
dreds of students to afford to attend Furman.  
Active in professional circles, he is frequently 
asked to conduct workshops on financial plan­
ning for college.
The Chiles­Harrill Award, which is presented 
to a member of the faculty or staff deemed by the 
senior class as having the greatest influ ence on 
the class, went to Thomas Smythe ’85, associate 
professor of business and accounting.  The award 
honors Marguerite Chiles, former vice president 
for student services, and Ernest Harrill, professor 
emeritus of political science and a former dean  
of students.  
Smythe, who joined the faculty in 2001,  
is a student favorite because of his commitment 
to their well­being and genuine interest in their 
lives and careers.  As one student who nominated 
him for the honor said, “He makes class fun and 
is always willing to make time to give extra help.  
He not only has enriched my Furman experience, 
but I now regard him as a good friend.”
 Kirby Mitchell ’90 received 
the Richard Furman Baptist 
Heritage Award, which recog nizes 
a Furman graduate who “reflects 
Baptist ideals by thinking critically, 
living compassion ately and making 
life­changing commitments.”
Mitchell is managing attorney  
for the Green ville and Anderson 
offices of the South Carolina 
Centers for Legal Justice, a state­
wide firm that provides legal services to low­
income South Carolinians.  
He is also a volunteer and board member 
with Upstate Community Mediation Center, 
which provides an alternative to the adversarial 
court process by working to resolve disputes 
through mediation.  He chairs the board  
of Clubhouse Gang, Inc., an after­school pro­
gram for low­income children, and is co­chair  
of Money Smart, a financial program for  
low­income adults.
In a separate program later this spring, 
Furman awarded an honorary Doctor of 
Humanities degree to Ellen Johnson Sirleaf, 
president of Liberia.
Known as Africa’s “Iron Lady,” Johnson 
Sirleaf spoke at Furman April 13 during a visit 
sponsored by the Riley Institute and Water  
of Life’s Global Pebble Project.  She is the  
first woman elected to lead an African nation.
A graduate of Harvard University and  
a former World Bank economist, she has been 
recognized for her courage and commitment  
to expanding freedom and improving the lives  
of the people of war­torn Liberia and others 
across the African continent.  In 2007 she 
received the Presidential Medal of Freedom,  
the United States’ highest civilian award. 
Alumni recognized with top honors  
during Founders Convocation
From left:  Carl Kohrt, David Orr, Benny Walker, Kirby Mitchell, Tom Smythe.
JE
R
EM
Y
 F
LE
M
IN
G
FURMAN | SPRING 2009   29
Trustee Frank Shaw ’61 and his wife, Susan, 
have made a $1 million gift to the university  
that will primarily support a scholarship fund 
they established in 1995.
The majority of the bequest will go to the 
Etheridge Scholarship Fund, which honors Susan 
Shaw’s parents, Ernesteen and Victor Etheridge.  
Portions of the gift will also go toward a library 
fund supporting book collections.
The Shaws are residents of Dawsonville, Ga.  
Frank is owner and chief executive officer of 
Shaw Executive Services, Inc., and Canton 
Convalescent Center, Inc., long­term health  
care companies.  Susan is a member of Furman’s 
Advisory Council, and both are active in the 
Richard Furman Society and the Partners 
Scholarship Program.
With the gift the Shaws have committed 
more than $2.8 million to Furman, including  
a naming gift for Shaw Hall, the primary meeting 
space in the Younts Conference Center.
In a joint statement, the Shaws said that 
“Furman matters to us because of what it does 
today to produce talented young men and women 
and instill in them a sense of purpose.  It was 
important to us to make this commitment now, 
to signal how worthy Furman is for support even 
during these trying times.”
President David Shi said, “This generous 
commitment couldn’t have come at a better  
time.  Over many years the Shaws’ extraordinary 
generosity has had a transformational effect  
on Furman, and this latest gift will help ensure 
Furman’s future.  Their bequest is symbolic  
of the steadfast support we’re continuing to  
see from our alumni and friends.”
Shaws donate
$1 million to boost
scholarship fund
Furman Engaged!
Research presentations.  Panel discussions.  Artistic creativity.  Study abroad activities.  Service 
learning.  On Friday, April 3, the campus took a day off from classes to celebrate engaged 
learning in its many forms.  From the Townes Science Center to the Theatre, and at points 
beyond and between, Furman Engaged! recognized the impact of engaged learning across  
the curriculum through an assortment of student exhibits, presentations and performances.   
All this, and an international food festival to boot.  Photos by Jeremy Fleming.
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Four alumni were among the five 
individuals honored March 24 when 
Furman celebrated Founders Week 
with its annual convocation.
The university awarded honor­
ary Doctor of Science degrees to 
David Orr, chair of the environ­
mental studies program at Oberlin 
College in Ohio, and Carl Kohrt 
’65, immediate past chair of 
Furman’s board of trustees and 
recently retired president and chief executive 
officer of Battelle, an international science  
and technology company.
Orr, a pioneer in environmental literacy  
and ecological design, has provided advice  
and counsel to Furman as it has developed  
its strategic commit ment to sustainability.   
He spearheaded the effort to build a $7.2 million 
Environmental Studies Center at Oberlin that 
was named one of 30 “milestone buildings”  
of the 20th century by the U.S. Department  
of Energy.
He has written four books and been recog­
nized with the Bioneers Award, the National 
Conservation Achievement Award from the 
National Wildlife Federation, and a Lyndhurst 
Prize from the Lyndhurst Foundation.
Kohrt, a chemistry major at Furman who 
holds a Ph.D. from the University of Chicago, 
has given amply of his time, talent and resources 
to the university.  With his wife, Lynne, he  
pr o vided the naming gift for Kohrt Commons  
in the Charles H. Townes Center for Science.  
Kohrt Commons honors his parents, Carl and 
Catherine Kohrt.
Before going to Battelle he spent 29 years 
with Kodak, where he held several senior execu­
tive and technical positions, including executive 
vice president and assistant chief operating officer.
 Benny Walker ’71, who worked for 37 years 
in admissions and financial aid at Furman before 
stepping down as vice president for enrollment  
in 2008, received the Bell Tower Award for  
his contributions to university life.  Today he  
is an assistant to President David Shi and senior 
associate for the Riley Institute.
As an administrator Walker’s ingenuity  
and creativity helped make it possible for hun­
dreds of students to afford to attend Furman.  
Active in professional circles, he is frequently 
asked to conduct workshops on financial plan­
ning for college.
The Chiles­Harrill Award, which is presented 
to a member of the faculty or staff deemed by the 
senior class as having the greatest influ ence on 
the class, went to Thomas Smythe ’85, associate 
professor of business and accounting.  The award 
honors Marguerite Chiles, former vice president 
for student services, and Ernest Harrill, professor 
emeritus of political science and a former dean  
of students.  
Smythe, who joined the faculty in 2001,  
is a student favorite because of his commitment 
to their well­being and genuine interest in their 
lives and careers.  As one student who nominated 
him for the honor said, “He makes class fun and 
is always willing to make time to give extra help.  
He not only has enriched my Furman experience, 
but I now regard him as a good friend.”
 Kirby Mitchell ’90 received 
the Richard Furman Baptist 
Heritage Award, which recog nizes 
a Furman graduate who “reflects 
Baptist ideals by thinking critically, 
living compassion ately and making 
life­changing commitments.”
Mitchell is managing attorney  
for the Green ville and Anderson 
offices of the South Carolina 
Centers for Legal Justice, a state­
wide firm that provides legal services to low­
income South Carolinians.  
He is also a volunteer and board member 
with Upstate Community Mediation Center, 
which provides an alternative to the adversarial 
court process by working to resolve disputes 
through mediation.  He chairs the board  
of Clubhouse Gang, Inc., an after­school pro­
gram for low­income children, and is co­chair  
of Money Smart, a financial program for  
low­income adults.
In a separate program later this spring, 
Furman awarded an honorary Doctor of 
Humanities degree to Ellen Johnson Sirleaf, 
president of Liberia.
Known as Africa’s “Iron Lady,” Johnson 
Sirleaf spoke at Furman April 13 during a visit 
sponsored by the Riley Institute and Water  
of Life’s Global Pebble Project.  She is the  
first woman elected to lead an African nation.
A graduate of Harvard University and  
a former World Bank economist, she has been 
recognized for her courage and commitment  
to expanding freedom and improving the lives  
of the people of war­torn Liberia and others 
across the African continent.  In 2007 she 
received the Presidential Medal of Freedom,  
the United States’ highest civilian award. 
Alumni recognized with top honors  
during Founders Convocation
From left:  Carl Kohrt, David Orr, Benny Walker, Kirby Mitchell, Tom Smythe.
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Trustee Frank Shaw ’61 and his wife, Susan, 
have made a $1 million gift to the university  
that will primarily support a scholarship fund 
they established in 1995.
The majority of the bequest will go to the 
Etheridge Scholarship Fund, which honors Susan 
Shaw’s parents, Ernesteen and Victor Etheridge.  
Portions of the gift will also go toward a library 
fund supporting book collections.
The Shaws are residents of Dawsonville, Ga.  
Frank is owner and chief executive officer of 
Shaw Executive Services, Inc., and Canton 
Convalescent Center, Inc., long­term health  
care companies.  Susan is a member of Furman’s 
Advisory Council, and both are active in the 
Richard Furman Society and the Partners 
Scholarship Program.
With the gift the Shaws have committed 
more than $2.8 million to Furman, including  
a naming gift for Shaw Hall, the primary meeting 
space in the Younts Conference Center.
In a joint statement, the Shaws said that 
“Furman matters to us because of what it does 
today to produce talented young men and women 
and instill in them a sense of purpose.  It was 
important to us to make this commitment now, 
to signal how worthy Furman is for support even 
during these trying times.”
President David Shi said, “This generous 
commitment couldn’t have come at a better  
time.  Over many years the Shaws’ extraordinary 
generosity has had a transformational effect  
on Furman, and this latest gift will help ensure 
Furman’s future.  Their bequest is symbolic  
of the steadfast support we’re continuing to  
see from our alumni and friends.”
Shaws donate
$1 million to boost
scholarship fund
Furman Engaged!
Research presentations.  Panel discussions.  Artistic creativity.  Study abroad activities.  Service 
learning.  On Friday, April 3, the campus took a day off from classes to celebrate engaged 
learning in its many forms.  From the Townes Science Center to the Theatre, and at points 
beyond and between, Furman Engaged! recognized the impact of engaged learning across  
the curriculum through an assortment of student exhibits, presentations and performances.   
All this, and an international food festival to boot.  Photos by Jeremy Fleming.
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Spring semester brought about the  
completion of renovations to the 35-year-  
old Herman W. Lay Physical Activities Center.  
The PAC now boasts a two-story fitness
center featuring glass walls and upgraded  
equipment and weights; refurbished looks  
for the gymnasium, pool, dance studio and  
locker rooms; and expanded classroom and  
office space.  Bill Pierce, head of the Department of Health and Exercise Science, says,  
“We are absolutely thrilled that we can provide a com pre hensive fitness facility for our 
students, faculty and staff.  Few schools (if any) our size offer such an extensive fitness 
training facility.”  Photos by Jeremy Fleming.
PAC gets an upgrade
Two members of the Class of 2010 were 
recognized this spring with prestigious national 
scholarships.
Ben Able, a Saluda, S.C., native, was named 
a Truman Scholar — one of 60 students from 
across the nation selected from 601 candidates 
nominated by 289 institutions.  The scholarships 
provide up to $30,000 for graduate study and  
go to students who excel academically and are 
committed to careers in public service. 
Able, a political science major, will serve  
as the 2009­10 president of the Association of 
Furman Students.  He is a John D. Hollingsworth 
Scholar, a Student Advance Team member of  
the Riley Institute and a Wilkins Fellow in State 
Legislative Affairs.  He is Furman’s 19th Truman 
Scholar since 1981, which puts the university 
among the nation’s top liberal arts colleges in  
the number of awards it has won.
The Harry S Truman Scholarship Founda­
tion was established in 1975 as the official federal 
memorial to honor the nation’s 33rd president.
Christopher Turlington, a chemistry major  
from Horse Shoe, N.C., was awarded a Goldwater 
Scholarship for 2009­10 by the Barry M. Gold­
water Scholarship and Excellence in Education 
Foundation.  He is one of 278 students chosen 
from 1,097 nominees nationwide.
The scholarships are worth a maximum  
of $7,500 per year.  Christopher’s brother, Mark 
Turlington ’06, also received a Goldwater as  
a Furman undergraduate.
The scholarship program honors the late 
senator from Arizona and is designed to encour­
age outstanding students to pursue careers in the 
fields of mathematics, the natural sciences and 
engineering.  The Goldwater is considered the 
premier undergraduate award in these fields.
Students awarded
national scholarships
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Thomas T. Goldsmith, Jr., was a brilliant 
scientist who devoted his life to technology  
and teaching.
When he died March 5 at his home in Lacey, 
Wash., he was memorialized in The New York 
Times as “a pioneer of television technology who 
with his boss, Allen B. DuMont, and others in 
the nascent industry, perfected the cathode ray 
tube” — the technology that led to the develop­
ment of television.
Born in Greenville in 1910, Goldsmith  
grad uated from Furman in 1931 and earned  
a doctor ate at Cornell University before joining 
DuMont Laboratories as director of research.   
He went on to supervise the development of  
the tech nology, equipment and standards first 
used in the television industry. 
Alexander Magoun, author of the 2007  
book Television: The Life Story of a Technology, 
told the Times, “DuMont and Goldsmith helped 
pioneer turning oscilloscopes into full television 
displays. . . . If you remember black and white 
TV, you’re illuminating the entire picture tube 
screen so that you can watch moving video.  
DuMont and Goldsmith devised a variety of 
engineering and manufacturing techniques 
necessary to make that possible on a mass 
commercial basis.”
The initials of one television station 
DuMont launched, WTTG in Washing ton,  
D.C., are those of Tom Goldsmith.  WTTG  
is now affiliated with the Fox network.
Goldsmith also received a patent in 1947  
for creating what was likely one of the first inter­
active video games, which involved a beam of 
light shooting down an airplane on a screen.  
However, as Magoun told the Times, DuMont 
could not afford to develop the idea further.
After working for DuMont from 1936 to 
1965, Goldsmith returned to Furman, which  
Former professor Thomas Goldsmith was television pioneer
had awarded him an honorary degree in 1959.  
He taught physics and directed the audiovisuals 
department at the university from 1966 to 1975.
In an interview with Furman Magazine in 
the fall of 1966, Goldsmith commented, “It is 
especially interesting, having been in industry, 
which is pretty cruel at times . . . to come back 
into education and work with students who are 
going to face up to industry.”
His advice to students was simple:  Don’t  
just learn to be a scientist.
“I’ve seen students who have gone into 
indust ry,” he said, “who just level off there and 
never make any further progress because they 
don’t know how to do English; they don’t know 
history; they don’t know how to express them­
selves clearly.  They don’t know how to meet 
people. . . . At Furman, students have the double 
advantage of being able to get both the human­
ities background and an excellent foundation  
in the sciences.”
Bill Brantley, who joined the physics faculty 
the same year as Goldsmith, describes his friend 
as “a wizard with audio and video technology” 
who provided solutions to various technological 
problems at Furman, from laboratories to the Bell 
Tower.  “Tom could make do in his ‘fixes’ with 
whatever equipment — or lack of equipment — 
he had at hand,” Brantley says.
But his primary memory is of Goldsmith’s 
“boundless energy, enthusiasm and willingness  
to help anyone and everyone who needed help.”
Brantley recalls in particular one cold, rainy 
night when the water pump at his home stopped 
working — which was a problem, since his family 
lived in the country and depended on spring water. 
He trudged into the woods to try to repair the dam­
age, but worked for several hours with no luck.
“About 10 p.m.,” he says, “I called Tom  
to ask him a technical question.  When he 
learned what the situation was, he said, ‘I’ll  
come over and help you.’ ”  Brantley tried  
to talk him out of it, but Goldsmith insisted.
“Before long, I heard Tom coming through 
the dark woods to help.  I couldn’t believe that 
anyone would have done such a thing at that 
time of night — except that this was Tom 
Goldsmith, and helping others was the mark  
of the man.”  Soon they had the problem solved.
Brantley adds, “The other thing that stands 
out about Tom is his wife of 70 years, Helen.  
Their home was always open to their friends, and 
Helen is a legendary hostess and marvelous cook.”
In addition to his wife, Tom Goldsmith  
is survived by sons Judson and Thomas, daughter 
Virginia, six grandchildren and 10 great­
grandchildren.
— JIM STEWART
Memorials:  Providence SoundHomeCare and 
Hospice, 3432 South Bay Road NE, Olympia, 
Wash. 98506, or United Churches of Olympia,  
110 11th Ave. SE, Olympia, Wash. 98501. 
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Not many college students can say they have 
written their own textbook, but for Mac Felmy ’11 
and other Furman chemistry students, it’s all  
in a day’s work. 
Felmy is a student editor for Furman’s 
ChemWiki project, an on­line textbook that 
allows students in organic and bio­organic 
chemistry to write and edit the text for what 
they’re learning in class.
Chemistry professor Brian Goess came up 
with the concept during the 2006­07 academic 
year, his first at Furman.  When a student asked 
him to share her lecture notes with the class, he 
found that the notes contained incorrect infor­
mation.  Although he thought the idea had merit, 
he wanted to prevent the spread of inaccurate 
information and give students an effective way  
of helping one another learn. 
“I guess the question that arose was:  How  
do we allow students to share information with 
each other and also give them the tools to do  
so successfully?” says Goess.
Fellow chemistry professor Greg Springsteen 
saw a similar need for student collaboration 
among research students.  “It’s hard to transfer 
information between generations of researchers,” 
he says.  “We needed a way for researchers to talk 
to each other and post information on­line.”
With the rising popularity of user­editable 
Web pages such as Wikipedia, Goess and 
Springsteen saw the potential to create what 
Springsteen calls a “student data repository.”  
They envisioned a site where students could  
talk to each other on­line, share data, and edit 
and correct each other’s work. 
“The students are the project,” says Felmy.  
“Everything on the site is written by students. 
This is about students speaking their own 
language — a language that other students 
understand.”
Felmy says the ChemWiki project encourages 
students to explore difficult concepts outside  
of a textbook.  “When you are posting a page  
on the Wiki, you have to explain things in your 
own words.  You’re not just memorizing the 
material and spitting it out on a test.”
Once the concept was in place, Goess and 
Springsteen turned to Mike Winiski in Furman’s 
Center for Technology and Engaged Learning 
(CTEL) to design the Web site.
“My job was to make the technology meet 
the vision,” says Winiski.  “I didn’t do a whole lot 
of custom development.  It was mostly taking the 
requirements that the professors came up with 
and surveying the landscape to see what tech­
nology was out there that could do what they 
needed to be done.”  The result is a site that 
serves as an on­line text for organic and bio­
organic chemistry courses.  To see how it works, 
visit www.engagefurman.com/mag/wiki.    
The bio­organic course is unique to Furman 
and is based on the assumption that most chem­
istry students who take organic chemistry plan  
to enter health­related fields.  Because this course 
is not taught anywhere else in the country, there 
is no formal textbook.
Goess and Springsteen saw the ChemWiki 
site as a better alternative to a traditional text­
book.  “We saw a flaw in textbooks.  They are 
written by people who already know the material 
very well,” says Goess.  “Because the teachers  
and textbooks are so far removed from the learn­
ing process, we’ve forgotten a lot about what it’s 
like to learn this complicated material.  It’s the 
students going through the course who have 
insights we have lost over time.”
Each student is assigned a lecture and  
must create a file on the site that documents  
the material covered in class that day.  Students 
use a program called ChemDraw to create and 
manipulate complex chemical structures on their 
computer screen.  They can add these structures 
to their ChemWiki pages as further explanation 
of a particular concept.
“We believe that 10 years from now we will 
have the single best textbook document for this 
[bio­organic chemistry] course, because it will 
have been created, modified and improved upon 
by generations of Furman students,” says Goess.
Adds Winiski, “We are studying what types 
of students benefit most from the Wiki so that  
we can keep developing and improving the 
project.  This is just the beginning.”
The project was honored last fall at the 
Innovision Awards, a competition recognizing 
technical innovations in Upstate South Carolina. 
The Furman team received the Innovation  
in Education award.
Goess says, “The long­term plan is to com­
mu nicate this technology broadly.  We hope to 
share what we have learned with the rest of the 
academic world and to help them avoid the 
hurdles we’ve encountered along the way.”
 — JOSIE SAWYER ’09
Reprinted from Engage magazine (Volume 5, No. 1), 
a publication of the Furman Admissions Office.  
The author is an English major from Raleigh, N.C.
Technology meets vision with chemistry textbook
Student editor Mac Felmy works on an entry with  
Greg Springsteen (left), Brian Goess and Mike Winiski.
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Mindy Friddle ’86, Secret Keepers  
(St. Martin’s Press, 2009).  This is the 
second novel from Friddle, who published 
The Garden Angel in 2005.  Secret Keepers 
focuses on the Hanley family of Palmetto, 
S.C. — matriarch Emma and her needy 
adult children, Dora and Bobby.  The 
publisher says, “When Dora’s old flame 
Jake Cary returns to Palmetto with a broken 
heart and a gift for gardening, the town 
becomes filled with mysterious, potent 
botanicals and memories long forgotten.  
Soon enough, Jake and his ragtag group  
of helpers begin to unearth the secrets  
that have divided the Hanleys for decades.” 
The author’s style has been described as 
combining “the warmth of Lee Smith and 
the magical touch of Alice Hoffman.”   
A Greenville resident, Friddle received  
the 2008-09 Individual Artist Fellowship  
in Prose from the South Carolina Arts 
Commission.  Visit www.mindyfriddle.com 
and www.mindyfriddle.blogspot.com.
Robert Whitlow ’76, Higher Hope (Thomas 
Nelson, 2009).  This is the second book  
in the prolific Whitlow’s three-part “Tides  
of Truth” series, and his ninth novel in all.  
A legal drama with a spiritual bent, Higher 
Hope centers on law clerk Tami Taylor and 
her work on a libel case against a humble 
street preacher whose disciples claim she 
has uncanny prophetic abilities.  As the 
publisher says, “Tami’s strict religious 
upbringing proves to be the firm’s ace- 
in-the-hole as the case grows increasingly 
complex.”  Ultimately, the case “will 
require the summoning of a greater hope 
than Tami has ever known.”  Whitlow  
is an attorney in Charlotte, N.C.  Visit  
www.robertwhitlow.com.
Suzanne Rhodes Draayer ’73, Art Song 
Composers of Spain: An Encyclopedia 
(Scarecrow Press, 2009).  The author,  
a professor of voice and related studies  
at Winona (Minn.) State University, has 
compiled a volume that describes the 
wealth of vocal repertoire from 19th-  
and 20th-century Spanish song composers. 
More than 90 composers are noted, and 
the book includes biographies, descriptions 
and comprehensive listings of stage works, 
books, recordings, compositions in non-
vocal genres, and vocal repertoire.  Art 
Song Composers is Draayer’s eighth book.
Steve Presley ’71, The Hepworth Lucrasian 
Collection of Poetry, Volume II (Publish 
America, 2008).  The author, a resident  
of Peru, Ind., offers an eclectic collection  
in 10 folios, covering topics ranging from 
love to travel, science fiction, art and much 
more.  The poems were written over a span 
of 50 years and, in the publisher’s words, 
“allow for amusing, easy reading.”
Aubrey Daniels ’57, OOPS!  13 Management 
Practices That Waste Time And Money  
(and What To Do Instead) (Performance 
Management Publications, 2008).  This  
is the fifth book from Daniels, a Furman 
trustee and founder of Atlanta-based 
Aubrey Daniels International, which 
pioneered the introduction of behavioral 
psychology into the workplace.  OOPS! 
strives to help companies avoid work- 
place mistakes.  As the publisher says, 
“Daniels’ advice, based on 30 years  
of international consulting experience, 
targets the causes and the cures for poorly 
performing employees and, subsequently, 
poorly performing organizations.”  Visit  
www.aubreydaniels.com.
FROM FACULTY
Bryan Bibb ’94, Ritual Words and Narrative 
Worlds in the Book of Leviticus (Continuum, 
2008).  The author, assistant professor of 
religion since 2000, received the 2007-08 
Alester G. Furman, Jr., and Janie Earle 
Furman Award for Meritorious Teaching.  
His book examines the Old Testament 
narrative and, in the publisher’s words, 
shows that “literary features and ritual 
dynamics within the book of Leviticus 
enlighten each other.”  Visit Bibb’s blog  
at http://hevel.org to read more from him.
Michael Bressler, editor, Understanding 
Contemporary Russia (Lynne Rienner Pub-
lishers, 2008).  Bressler, who has taught 
political science at Furman since 1993 and 
was the 2004-05 recipient of the merito-
rious teaching award, has compiled a book 
intended for use in introductory survey and 
politics courses.  Michael McFaul of Stanford 
University says the book “provides a thor-
ough introduction to [Russia] as it confronts 
the challenges of today’s interdependent 
world.  Interdisciplinary in design, the book 
is intended for use as a core text and also 
as a supplement in a variety of discipline-
oriented courses.”
Julian A. Reed, Active Education: Lessons 
for Integrating Physical Activity With 
Language Arts, Math, Science and Social 
Studies (Nova Science Publishers, 2009).  
That physical activity plays a pivotal role  
in the health of our nation’s children is  
no longer disputed; the health benefits 
associated with an active lifestyle are well 
documented.  It has also been found that 
regular physical activity combined with 
teaching traditional elementary school 
curricula can improve children’s concentra-
tion and achievement.  The author provides 
activities and ideas about the use of move-
ment to make teaching and learning more 
enjoyable, in the belief that we can improve 
academic performance and strengthen the 
wellness of future generations.  Reed has 
taught health and exercise science at 
Furman since 2002.
Thomas O. Buford, Our Second Nature: 
Crisis, Reconciliation, and the Personal 
(Lexington Books, 2008).  The major 
question the author addresses is, “What  
do individuals and society share in com-
mon?”  His thesis is that only a social 
personalism and no form of impersonalism 
can adequately account for the solidarity 
and stability of what we as individuals share 
with all other members of our society — 
our second nature.  Buford, author of  
a number of books on personalism, taught 
at Furman for 37 years and is Louis G. 
Forgione Professor Emeritus of Philosophy.
Mary Jane Gorman, Watching the Disciples: 
Learning from Their Mistakes (Abingdon 
Press, 2008).  Gorman, a former professor 
of economics at Furman, has published  
a “Lenten Study for Adults” in which she 
examines how the disciples continued to 
follow Jesus in spite of the mistakes they 
made.  The publisher says, “Twelve fallible 
men were chosen as Jesus’ apostles.  
Exam ining the biblical evidence, Gorman 
shows how each overcame personal 
difficulties” to serve their Lord.
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Not many college students can say they have 
written their own textbook, but for Mac Felmy ’11 
and other Furman chemistry students, it’s all  
in a day’s work. 
Felmy is a student editor for Furman’s 
ChemWiki project, an on­line textbook that 
allows students in organic and bio­organic 
chemistry to write and edit the text for what 
they’re learning in class.
Chemistry professor Brian Goess came up 
with the concept during the 2006­07 academic 
year, his first at Furman.  When a student asked 
him to share her lecture notes with the class, he 
found that the notes contained incorrect infor­
mation.  Although he thought the idea had merit, 
he wanted to prevent the spread of inaccurate 
information and give students an effective way  
of helping one another learn. 
“I guess the question that arose was:  How  
do we allow students to share information with 
each other and also give them the tools to do  
so successfully?” says Goess.
Fellow chemistry professor Greg Springsteen 
saw a similar need for student collaboration 
among research students.  “It’s hard to transfer 
information between generations of researchers,” 
he says.  “We needed a way for researchers to talk 
to each other and post information on­line.”
With the rising popularity of user­editable 
Web pages such as Wikipedia, Goess and 
Springsteen saw the potential to create what 
Springsteen calls a “student data repository.”  
They envisioned a site where students could  
talk to each other on­line, share data, and edit 
and correct each other’s work. 
“The students are the project,” says Felmy.  
“Everything on the site is written by students. 
This is about students speaking their own 
language — a language that other students 
understand.”
Felmy says the ChemWiki project encourages 
students to explore difficult concepts outside  
of a textbook.  “When you are posting a page  
on the Wiki, you have to explain things in your 
own words.  You’re not just memorizing the 
material and spitting it out on a test.”
Once the concept was in place, Goess and 
Springsteen turned to Mike Winiski in Furman’s 
Center for Technology and Engaged Learning 
(CTEL) to design the Web site.
“My job was to make the technology meet 
the vision,” says Winiski.  “I didn’t do a whole lot 
of custom development.  It was mostly taking the 
requirements that the professors came up with 
and surveying the landscape to see what tech­
nology was out there that could do what they 
needed to be done.”  The result is a site that 
serves as an on­line text for organic and bio­
organic chemistry courses.  To see how it works, 
visit www.engagefurman.com/mag/wiki.    
The bio­organic course is unique to Furman 
and is based on the assumption that most chem­
istry students who take organic chemistry plan  
to enter health­related fields.  Because this course 
is not taught anywhere else in the country, there 
is no formal textbook.
Goess and Springsteen saw the ChemWiki 
site as a better alternative to a traditional text­
book.  “We saw a flaw in textbooks.  They are 
written by people who already know the material 
very well,” says Goess.  “Because the teachers  
and textbooks are so far removed from the learn­
ing process, we’ve forgotten a lot about what it’s 
like to learn this complicated material.  It’s the 
students going through the course who have 
insights we have lost over time.”
Each student is assigned a lecture and  
must create a file on the site that documents  
the material covered in class that day.  Students 
use a program called ChemDraw to create and 
manipulate complex chemical structures on their 
computer screen.  They can add these structures 
to their ChemWiki pages as further explanation 
of a particular concept.
“We believe that 10 years from now we will 
have the single best textbook document for this 
[bio­organic chemistry] course, because it will 
have been created, modified and improved upon 
by generations of Furman students,” says Goess.
Adds Winiski, “We are studying what types 
of students benefit most from the Wiki so that  
we can keep developing and improving the 
project.  This is just the beginning.”
The project was honored last fall at the 
Innovision Awards, a competition recognizing 
technical innovations in Upstate South Carolina. 
The Furman team received the Innovation  
in Education award.
Goess says, “The long­term plan is to com­
mu nicate this technology broadly.  We hope to 
share what we have learned with the rest of the 
academic world and to help them avoid the 
hurdles we’ve encountered along the way.”
 — JOSIE SAWYER ’09
Reprinted from Engage magazine (Volume 5, No. 1), 
a publication of the Furman Admissions Office.  
The author is an English major from Raleigh, N.C.
Technology meets vision with chemistry textbook
Student editor Mac Felmy works on an entry with  
Greg Springsteen (left), Brian Goess and Mike Winiski.
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Mindy Friddle ’86, Secret Keepers  
(St. Martin’s Press, 2009).  This is the 
second novel from Friddle, who published 
The Garden Angel in 2005.  Secret Keepers 
focuses on the Hanley family of Palmetto, 
S.C. — matriarch Emma and her needy 
adult children, Dora and Bobby.  The 
publisher says, “When Dora’s old flame 
Jake Cary returns to Palmetto with a broken 
heart and a gift for gardening, the town 
becomes filled with mysterious, potent 
botanicals and memories long forgotten.  
Soon enough, Jake and his ragtag group  
of helpers begin to unearth the secrets  
that have divided the Hanleys for decades.” 
The author’s style has been described as 
combining “the warmth of Lee Smith and 
the magical touch of Alice Hoffman.”   
A Greenville resident, Friddle received  
the 2008-09 Individual Artist Fellowship  
in Prose from the South Carolina Arts 
Commission.  Visit www.mindyfriddle.com 
and www.mindyfriddle.blogspot.com.
Robert Whitlow ’76, Higher Hope (Thomas 
Nelson, 2009).  This is the second book  
in the prolific Whitlow’s three-part “Tides  
of Truth” series, and his ninth novel in all.  
A legal drama with a spiritual bent, Higher 
Hope centers on law clerk Tami Taylor and 
her work on a libel case against a humble 
street preacher whose disciples claim she 
has uncanny prophetic abilities.  As the 
publisher says, “Tami’s strict religious 
upbringing proves to be the firm’s ace- 
in-the-hole as the case grows increasingly 
complex.”  Ultimately, the case “will 
require the summoning of a greater hope 
than Tami has ever known.”  Whitlow  
is an attorney in Charlotte, N.C.  Visit  
www.robertwhitlow.com.
Suzanne Rhodes Draayer ’73, Art Song 
Composers of Spain: An Encyclopedia 
(Scarecrow Press, 2009).  The author,  
a professor of voice and related studies  
at Winona (Minn.) State University, has 
compiled a volume that describes the 
wealth of vocal repertoire from 19th-  
and 20th-century Spanish song composers. 
More than 90 composers are noted, and 
the book includes biographies, descriptions 
and comprehensive listings of stage works, 
books, recordings, compositions in non-
vocal genres, and vocal repertoire.  Art 
Song Composers is Draayer’s eighth book.
Steve Presley ’71, The Hepworth Lucrasian 
Collection of Poetry, Volume II (Publish 
America, 2008).  The author, a resident  
of Peru, Ind., offers an eclectic collection  
in 10 folios, covering topics ranging from 
love to travel, science fiction, art and much 
more.  The poems were written over a span 
of 50 years and, in the publisher’s words, 
“allow for amusing, easy reading.”
Aubrey Daniels ’57, OOPS!  13 Management 
Practices That Waste Time And Money  
(and What To Do Instead) (Performance 
Management Publications, 2008).  This  
is the fifth book from Daniels, a Furman 
trustee and founder of Atlanta-based 
Aubrey Daniels International, which 
pioneered the introduction of behavioral 
psychology into the workplace.  OOPS! 
strives to help companies avoid work- 
place mistakes.  As the publisher says, 
“Daniels’ advice, based on 30 years  
of international consulting experience, 
targets the causes and the cures for poorly 
performing employees and, subsequently, 
poorly performing organizations.”  Visit  
www.aubreydaniels.com.
FROM FACULTY
Bryan Bibb ’94, Ritual Words and Narrative 
Worlds in the Book of Leviticus (Continuum, 
2008).  The author, assistant professor of 
religion since 2000, received the 2007-08 
Alester G. Furman, Jr., and Janie Earle 
Furman Award for Meritorious Teaching.  
His book examines the Old Testament 
narrative and, in the publisher’s words, 
shows that “literary features and ritual 
dynamics within the book of Leviticus 
enlighten each other.”  Visit Bibb’s blog  
at http://hevel.org to read more from him.
Michael Bressler, editor, Understanding 
Contemporary Russia (Lynne Rienner Pub-
lishers, 2008).  Bressler, who has taught 
political science at Furman since 1993 and 
was the 2004-05 recipient of the merito-
rious teaching award, has compiled a book 
intended for use in introductory survey and 
politics courses.  Michael McFaul of Stanford 
University says the book “provides a thor-
ough introduction to [Russia] as it confronts 
the challenges of today’s interdependent 
world.  Interdisciplinary in design, the book 
is intended for use as a core text and also 
as a supplement in a variety of discipline-
oriented courses.”
Julian A. Reed, Active Education: Lessons 
for Integrating Physical Activity With 
Language Arts, Math, Science and Social 
Studies (Nova Science Publishers, 2009).  
That physical activity plays a pivotal role  
in the health of our nation’s children is  
no longer disputed; the health benefits 
associated with an active lifestyle are well 
documented.  It has also been found that 
regular physical activity combined with 
teaching traditional elementary school 
curricula can improve children’s concentra-
tion and achievement.  The author provides 
activities and ideas about the use of move-
ment to make teaching and learning more 
enjoyable, in the belief that we can improve 
academic performance and strengthen the 
wellness of future generations.  Reed has 
taught health and exercise science at 
Furman since 2002.
Thomas O. Buford, Our Second Nature: 
Crisis, Reconciliation, and the Personal 
(Lexington Books, 2008).  The major 
question the author addresses is, “What  
do individuals and society share in com-
mon?”  His thesis is that only a social 
personalism and no form of impersonalism 
can adequately account for the solidarity 
and stability of what we as individuals share 
with all other members of our society — 
our second nature.  Buford, author of  
a number of books on personalism, taught 
at Furman for 37 years and is Louis G. 
Forgione Professor Emeritus of Philosophy.
Mary Jane Gorman, Watching the Disciples: 
Learning from Their Mistakes (Abingdon 
Press, 2008).  Gorman, a former professor 
of economics at Furman, has published  
a “Lenten Study for Adults” in which she 
examines how the disciples continued to 
follow Jesus in spite of the mistakes they 
made.  The publisher says, “Twelve fallible 
men were chosen as Jesus’ apostles.  
Exam ining the biblical evidence, Gorman 
shows how each overcame personal 
difficulties” to serve their Lord.
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It wasn’t an easy decision for Jay Jackson to leave Furman 
after three years and pursue a career in professional baseball.  
He enjoyed the university and the time he spent playing 
baseball, and he knew there was a lot he could do to help  
the Paladins have a strong season his senior year.
But he also knew he wanted to play baseball for a living, 
and there were plenty of indications that he was ready to take 
that step.
“After talking with my parents, agent and coaches, they 
thought I was ready,” Jackson says.  “But it was hard leaving 
my teammates and friends.”
So, in the summer of 2008, Jackson declared himself 
eligible for the major league draft and was selected in the 
ninth round by the Chicago Cubs.  And the results of his  
first season in the minor leagues proved that Jackson was  
more than ready.
The right­handed pitcher started at Boise in the North­
west League and performed well enough to earn a quick  
pro motion to Peoria, the Cubs’ low A affiliate in the Midwest 
League.  He excelled there as well, and then was promoted  
to high A Daytona of the Florida State League, where his 2­0 
record and 1.59 earned run average helped the team capture 
the league championship.
Overall, Jackson went 4­2 with a 2.88 ERA in 2008.   
He allowed only 40 hits and 13 walks in 50 innings of work, 
recorded 72 strikeouts and limited hitters to a .222 average.
As a result of his outstanding play last summer, Baseball 
America rated Jackson the ninth best prospect in the Cubs’ 
organization.  Of the players selected by the Cubs in the 2008 
draft, Jackson was ranked behind only first­round picks from 
Texas Christian and Vanderbilt.
Of course, Furman baseball coach Ron Smith would have 
enjoyed having Jackson around this year to throw those kinds 
of numbers at the Paladins’ Southern Conference competition. 
But Smith understands that Jackson is a special talent who 
was ready for professional baseball.
“Most juniors aren’t ready to make that step, and Jay was 
only 20 at the time,” Smith says.  “But I felt like he was ready 
for the challenges of professional baseball.  He not only had  
all the physical tools, but I thought he could handle adversity 
Jackson toes the rubber as one of Cubs’ hot prospects
and be smart in the use of his time.  He grew up a lot  
at Furman.”
Jackson, a native of Greenville, was recruited  
by schools like South Carolina, Kentucky and The 
Citadel, but decided on Furman because of academics, 
potential playing time and the chance to stay close  
to his family.
“I knew I could make an impact right away,” he 
says.  “I wouldn’t have to sit on the bench.”
He did play right away, both on the mound and  
in the field, and got better every season.  In 2008 he 
was 9­2 with a 3.17 ERA, batted .336 with eight home 
runs and a team­leading 41 RBI, and was named first­
team all­Southern Conference.
“Jay’s a five­tool guy, which is very unusual,” Smith 
says.  “He can hit, hit with power, run, field and throw.  
But as his career progressed at Furman, it became 
obvious that he was special as a pitcher.”
And that’s what Jackson is doing on the profes­ 
sional level.  His two best pitches are his fastball  
(90 to 94 miles per hour) and a slider that can reach 
86 mph.
 “I’ve learned to better locate the fastball and  
work the count to my favor to get people out,” he says.
While it’s certainly to Jackson’s favor to throw 
fastballs and sliders that are difficult to hit, one 
aspect of his game doesn’t show up on a speed gun.  
And, according to Smith, it might be the most 
important thing Jackson has going for him.
“He has a tremendous amount of confidence 
and competitiveness,” he says.  “He wants the ball 
in a tough situation, and you’ve got to love that 
about a pitcher.”
Jackson started the 2009 season with  
the Tennessee Smokies, a AA team based in 
Kodak, near Knoxville.  Where he’s ultimately 
headed is still to be determined, but don’t be 
surprised if it’s on a more vertical than 
horizontal plane.
— VINCE MOORE
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The star-studded inaugural class of the 
Southern Conference Athletic Hall of Fame 
includes two Furman legends:  basketball’s Frank 
Selvy ’54 and tennis great Megan Dunigan ’02.
Selvy, the only man to score 100 points  
in an NCAA Division I game, was a three-time 
All-American and 1954 United Press Interna-
tional National Player of the Year.  He twice led 
the NCAA in scoring and still ranks fourth all-
time with 2,538 points.  He was the top pick in 
the 1954 National Basketball Association draft 
and went on to play nine seasons in the NBA.  
He returned to alma mater and was basketball 
coach from 1966-70.  Now retired, he lives on 
Hilton Head Island, S.C.
Dunigan is one of only two athletes to  
be a conference player of the year for four con -
sec utive years.  She led Furman to four straight 
regular season and tournament championships.  
Her career singles record was 79-19, and she  
was the 2002 conference Female Athlete of the 
Year.  She was awarded an NCAA post-graduate 
scholarship and earned a master’s degree in 
computer science from the University of North 
Carolina.  She is a software engineer with  
Parata Systems in Durham, N.C.  
The other inductees, representing 88 years  
of league history, are football stars Sam Huff  
of West Virginia, Charlie “Choo Choo” Justice  
of North Carolina and Adrian Peterson of 
Georgia Southern; basketball standouts Jerry 
West of West Virginia and Valorie Whiteside  
of Appalachian State; golfer Arnold Palmer  
of Wake Forest; track star Melissa Morrison  
of Appalachian State, a two-time Olympic 
medal ist; and Dick Groat of Duke, a two- 
sport star (baseball and basketball). 
First class: Selvy, Dunigan
named to conference shrine
Paul Scarpa’s legend continues to grow.
On March 7, when the men’s tennis team defeated Yale 6-1, the Furman coach 
earned his 820th match victory — and became the winningest NCAA Division I 
tennis coach of all time.
The feat earned Scarpa a good bit of media attention, including a lengthy  
story by Greg Garber on ESPN.com.  Scarpa told Garber, “Honestly, I never chased 
records.  If I had waited around 46 years just trying to break the record, I believe  
I would given up.  There are a lot of great coaches that I admire.  Maybe they  
retired along the way  — I just kept going.”
Scarpa has spent the last 43 of his 46 years as a collegiate coach at Furman, 
where he has posted 40 consecutive winning seasons in league play and finished  
first or second in the standings 36 times.  His teams have won seven regular-season 
titles and 13 tournament championships since 1992, when the conference began 
recognizing regular-season champs.  
In addition, he developed the current dual match scoring system adopted by  
the NCAA in 1993.  The “3-6” format specifies that all matches begin with doubles  
play featuring eight-game pro sets, with the doubles teams playing for one team 
point.  The system brings more of a team aspect to what is traditionally considered 
an individual sport.  Scarpa also invented Tenex, the plastic tape that marks the 
lines on clay courts.
Scarpa is in the U.S. Tennis Association Southern Tennis Hall of Fame,  
the South Carolina Tennis Hall of Fame and the Furman Athletic Hall of Fame.
Scarpa sets record for Division I victories
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I was on campus with some prospective students  
on the Sunday evening in March that Furman students 
were returning from spring break.  There was a pal­
pable feeling that students were happy to see each 
other and be back “home.”
It made me appreciate 
even more the nebulous 
concept of the “Furman 
Family.”  Here are some  
ideas to make it a little less 
nebulous.
We are in one of the 
most uncertain economic 
times in our history.  Know ing that, Furman is here  
to help all members of its close­knit family.
The Office of Career Services, headed by John 
Barker, offers free assistance to alumni.  To learn  
what the office can do for you, visit the Web at  
www.furman.edu/ocs or contact Larry Hudson,  
alumni career counselor, at larry.hudson@furman.edu.  
The Alumni Office can also provide lists of alumni 
working in specific areas.
In the Office of Internship Programs, Susan Zeiger 
can work with you to set up an internship for a current 
student.  Students even have access to funding to sup­
port their internship through the Furman Advantage 
program.  Learn more at www.furman.edu/intern  
or by writing susan.zeiger@furman.edu.
These are the kinds of services Furman provides.  
But you can reciprocate.  If a Furman student or alum 
gets in touch about career possibilities, please take the 
time to share your wisdom.  Any advice or suggestions 
about whom they could contact or where they might 
look would be most valuable.
Furman also sponsors a career networking evening 
for students and alumni.  This year’s event took place in 
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February, when the Young Alumni Council, the Office 
of Career Services, the Student Alumni Council, the 
Alumni Office and the Office of Internship Programs 
hosted an on­campus event attended by about 100 
alumni and an equal number of students.
We will be holding similar programs around the 
country in the coming months.  If you receive an 
invitation, we hope you will attend.  Even if you’re not 
in the job market, it’s a great opportunity to meet and 
greet Furman friends — and you never know what kind 
of contacts you might make. 
HOMECOMING: OCTOBER 16-18
Plans are in full swing for Homecoming 2009, October 
16­18.  Classes in reunion this fall end in 4 and 9.  
In keeping with Furman’s commitment to sustain­
ability, the five youngest reunion classes (1984, 1989, 
1994, 1999 and 2004) and members of non­reunion 
classes from 1985 to 2008 will not receive hard copies 
of the Homecoming brochure.  Instead, they’ll receive  
a postcard and e­mail reminders regarding Homecoming.
Along with the traditional events — football, 
lunch at Cherrydale, departmental gatherings, Friday 
night fun on Furman Mall — the university is intro­
ducing a special activity for alumni who took part  
in the Church­Related Vocations/Exploration of 
Vocational Ministry program.  Former CRV/EVM 
students are invited to the Bryan Garden Room  
of the Charles E. Daniel Chapel on Friday evening, 
October 16, from 7 to 8:30 p.m. for a reception  
hosted by the Office of the Chaplains.
More information on Homecoming will be coming 
your way soon, either through the mail or on the Web 
at http://alumni.furman.edu. 
Homecoming also calls to mind thoughts of your 
class gift.  One way to boost your class gift — and 
invest in future generations — is through a gift annuity, 
which provides an income tax deduction, guaranteed 
annuity payments for life, and the satisfaction of 
knowing that the remaining principal in your fund  
will benefit Furman in the future.
Visit http://furman.planyourlegacy.org to learn 
more, or contact the Office of Planned Giving  
at (864) 294­3461, planned.giving@furman.edu.
A SPECIAL SINGERS REUNION
June 1 is the deadline to register for this year’s Furman 
Singers reunion.  Bingham Vick, Jr., director of the 
Singers since 1970, has announced that he will retire 
after the 2009­10 school year, so this marks his final 
reunion as the active director of the Singers.
Most of the weekend’s activities will take place  
on campus, with accommodations in North Village.  
The culminating performance will be Sunday morning, 
July 26, at First Baptist Church in Greenville.
Visit http://alumni.furman.edu and follow the 
Furman Singers reunion link for registration details.
THE PERFECT MEETING PLACE
Many of you are in leadership positions in your com­
panies, so remember Furman’s Conference and Event 
Services if you are planning business­related meetings 
or conferences.
The Younts Conference Center provides great 
service and wonderful food at competitive prices.   
In addition, in May of 2010 Furman will have extra 
space available in North Village to accommodate 
overnight meetings. 
So think about your next conference or retreat  
in G­Vegas rather than Las Vegas.
— TOM TRIPLITT ’76
Director, Alumni Association
55
Roy Cantrell has served a number  
of interim pastorates since retiring from 
Abbotts Creek Missionary Baptist Church 
near High Point, N.C., in 1998.  He cur­
rently serves Wallburg Baptist Church near 
Winston­Salem.  He has published History, 
Heritage and Memories:  Abbotts Creek 
Missionary Baptist Church 1756-2006,  
and is the author of Visitors Around the 
Manger, a collection of stories and sermons.
Jack Parham, a longtime physician in 
Greenwood, S.C., has been inducted  
into the Greenwood County Hall of Fame.   
He practiced medicine in Greenwood from 
1965 to 1996 and established Greenwood 
Women’s Clinic in 1982.  He was one  
of the founders of HospiceCare of the 
Piedmont and is a past president of the 
South Carolina Association of Obstetrics 
and Gynecology and the Greenwood 
County Medical Society.  He is a recipient 
of the Order of the Palmetto, the state’s 
highest civilian honor; the Palmetto Award, 
Hospice’s statewide service award; and 
Sertoma International’s Service to Mankind 
Award.
57
MARRIAGE:  Ted M. Miller and Carolyn 
Propst “Butts” Gale, January 31, Salisbury, 
N.C.
 
62
Elizabeth Harrill Mitchell, a central  
figure in Maine state politics for many 
years, is president of the state Senate, 
which makes her the de facto lieutenant 
gover nor.  She is the first woman in the 
country to be elected by her peers first  
as Speaker of the state’s House of 
Representatives and later as Senate 
president.  She received Furman’s 
Distinguished Alumni Award in 1981.
63
Jerry Thomas is dean of the University  
of North Texas College of Education,  
a position he assumed last August.  He  
was formerly at Iowa State University, 
where he was professor and chair of the 
Department of Kinesiology, interim dean  
of the College of Education and interim 
associate dean for research and graduate 
studies.
64
THIS yEAR IS REUNION! 
Nancy Barker DuPree has been 
appointed social sciences coordinator  
for the libraries system at the University  
of Alabama in Tuscaloosa.
65
Edward Lyles West (formerly Edward  
C. West, Jr.) represented Furman at the 
induction of Jimmy Carnes into the 
National Track and Field Hall of Fame 
December 6 in Reno, Nev.  Carnes coached 
at Furman in the early 1960s before mov­
ing to the University of Florida.  He was the 
first president of The Athletics Congress/
USA and was head coach of the 1980 U.S. 
Olympic team, when the United States 
boycotted the event.  He is a former exec­
utive director of the U.S. Track Coaches 
Association.
68
David Falls has retired after 30 years  
as senior sales representative for the 
Holophane Division of Acuity Brands 
Lighting Division.  He lives in PoQuoson, Va.
69
THIS yEAR IS REUNION!
Kathryn Fowler recently became exec­
utive director of the Georgia Council on 
Aging.  She is a registered lobbyist and 
advocate for aging issues and administers  
a research and planning project for the 
legislature to prepare for the aging of 
Georgia’s population.  She had previously 
been with the Athens Community Council 
on Aging for 26 years.
70
The board of trustees of Virginia 
Theological Seminary in Alexandria has 
appointed the Rev. J. Barney Hawkins  
as vice president of institutional advance­
ment.  He will continue to serve as asso­
ciate dean and director for the Center  
for Anglican Communion Studies and  
as professor of pastoral theology.  He is 
treasurer of the North American Regional 
Committee of St. George’s College, 
Jerusalem.
73
John and Ginnie Lee Hodges 
Monferdini of Lake, Miss., are relief 
parents and teachers at Sunbelt Christian 
Youth Ranch, a rescue ranch for at­risk 
children and youth.
76
The State newspaper in Columbia, S.C.,  
has promoted Steve Brook to managing 
editor, the newsroom’s No. 2 post.  He had 
been the newspaper’s deputy managing 
editor since 2005.
Carol Locher Ransone of Charlotte, N.C., 
earned an MBA degree from Queens 
University in December.
77
Carlos Rodriguez has been appointed  
a judge for the Seventeenth Judicial Circuit 
Court in Florida.  He had been in private 
practice in Fort Lauderdale since 1985  
and was previously a public defender  
in Broward County.
78
Ingrid Blackwelder Erwin is included  
in the 2009 edition of The Best Lawyers  
in America in the field of labor and 
employment law.  She works for the 
Jackson Lewis firm in Greenville.
Phillip Hare of Aiken, S.C., is pursuing  
a Doctor of Management in Organizational 
Leadership degree from the University  
of Phoenix.
Author and educator Merrie Koester 
Southgate has started a blog designed  
to promote dialogue on the subjects of 
science illiteracy and integrating the arts 
and humanities into science curricula.   
Visit wwwagnespflumm.blogspot.com.
79
THIS yEAR IS REUNION!
Jeff Beggs has been hired by Elon (N.C.) 
University as head athletics equipment 
manager.  He oversees maintenance  
and inventory of all supplies, uniforms  
and equipment for the baseball, football 
and soccer programs.  He previously was  
a coach and athletics administrator at 
Winder­Barrow High School in Georgia, 
where he was the 2007 and 2008 Georgia 
Region 8­AAAA Athletics Director of the 
Year and the 2008 Georgia State AAAA 
Athletics Director of the Year. 
 
80
Roy “Butch” Blume has been named 
managing editor of The Baptist Courier,  
the newspaper for South Carolina Baptists.  
He continues to oversee the publication’s 
on­line edition, www.baptistcourier.com.
81
Stephen F. Clyborne became senior 
pastor of Earle Street Baptist Church in 
Greenville on January 1 after being the 
church’s associate pastor for seven years.  
He is also an adjunct professor at Erskine 
Theological Seminary.
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I was on campus with some prospective students  
on the Sunday evening in March that Furman students 
were returning from spring break.  There was a pal­
pable feeling that students were happy to see each 
other and be back “home.”
It made me appreciate 
even more the nebulous 
concept of the “Furman 
Family.”  Here are some  
ideas to make it a little less 
nebulous.
We are in one of the 
most uncertain economic 
times in our history.  Know ing that, Furman is here  
to help all members of its close­knit family.
The Office of Career Services, headed by John 
Barker, offers free assistance to alumni.  To learn  
what the office can do for you, visit the Web at  
www.furman.edu/ocs or contact Larry Hudson,  
alumni career counselor, at larry.hudson@furman.edu.  
The Alumni Office can also provide lists of alumni 
working in specific areas.
In the Office of Internship Programs, Susan Zeiger 
can work with you to set up an internship for a current 
student.  Students even have access to funding to sup­
port their internship through the Furman Advantage 
program.  Learn more at www.furman.edu/intern  
or by writing susan.zeiger@furman.edu.
These are the kinds of services Furman provides.  
But you can reciprocate.  If a Furman student or alum 
gets in touch about career possibilities, please take the 
time to share your wisdom.  Any advice or suggestions 
about whom they could contact or where they might 
look would be most valuable.
Furman also sponsors a career networking evening 
for students and alumni.  This year’s event took place in 
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February, when the Young Alumni Council, the Office 
of Career Services, the Student Alumni Council, the 
Alumni Office and the Office of Internship Programs 
hosted an on­campus event attended by about 100 
alumni and an equal number of students.
We will be holding similar programs around the 
country in the coming months.  If you receive an 
invitation, we hope you will attend.  Even if you’re not 
in the job market, it’s a great opportunity to meet and 
greet Furman friends — and you never know what kind 
of contacts you might make. 
HOMECOMING: OCTOBER 16-18
Plans are in full swing for Homecoming 2009, October 
16­18.  Classes in reunion this fall end in 4 and 9.  
In keeping with Furman’s commitment to sustain­
ability, the five youngest reunion classes (1984, 1989, 
1994, 1999 and 2004) and members of non­reunion 
classes from 1985 to 2008 will not receive hard copies 
of the Homecoming brochure.  Instead, they’ll receive  
a postcard and e­mail reminders regarding Homecoming.
Along with the traditional events — football, 
lunch at Cherrydale, departmental gatherings, Friday 
night fun on Furman Mall — the university is intro­
ducing a special activity for alumni who took part  
in the Church­Related Vocations/Exploration of 
Vocational Ministry program.  Former CRV/EVM 
students are invited to the Bryan Garden Room  
of the Charles E. Daniel Chapel on Friday evening, 
October 16, from 7 to 8:30 p.m. for a reception  
hosted by the Office of the Chaplains.
More information on Homecoming will be coming 
your way soon, either through the mail or on the Web 
at http://alumni.furman.edu. 
Homecoming also calls to mind thoughts of your 
class gift.  One way to boost your class gift — and 
invest in future generations — is through a gift annuity, 
which provides an income tax deduction, guaranteed 
annuity payments for life, and the satisfaction of 
knowing that the remaining principal in your fund  
will benefit Furman in the future.
Visit http://furman.planyourlegacy.org to learn 
more, or contact the Office of Planned Giving  
at (864) 294­3461, planned.giving@furman.edu.
A SPECIAL SINGERS REUNION
June 1 is the deadline to register for this year’s Furman 
Singers reunion.  Bingham Vick, Jr., director of the 
Singers since 1970, has announced that he will retire 
after the 2009­10 school year, so this marks his final 
reunion as the active director of the Singers.
Most of the weekend’s activities will take place  
on campus, with accommodations in North Village.  
The culminating performance will be Sunday morning, 
July 26, at First Baptist Church in Greenville.
Visit http://alumni.furman.edu and follow the 
Furman Singers reunion link for registration details.
THE PERFECT MEETING PLACE
Many of you are in leadership positions in your com­
panies, so remember Furman’s Conference and Event 
Services if you are planning business­related meetings 
or conferences.
The Younts Conference Center provides great 
service and wonderful food at competitive prices.   
In addition, in May of 2010 Furman will have extra 
space available in North Village to accommodate 
overnight meetings. 
So think about your next conference or retreat  
in G­Vegas rather than Las Vegas.
— TOM TRIPLITT ’76
Director, Alumni Association
55
Roy Cantrell has served a number  
of interim pastorates since retiring from 
Abbotts Creek Missionary Baptist Church 
near High Point, N.C., in 1998.  He cur­
rently serves Wallburg Baptist Church near 
Winston­Salem.  He has published History, 
Heritage and Memories:  Abbotts Creek 
Missionary Baptist Church 1756-2006,  
and is the author of Visitors Around the 
Manger, a collection of stories and sermons.
Jack Parham, a longtime physician in 
Greenwood, S.C., has been inducted  
into the Greenwood County Hall of Fame.   
He practiced medicine in Greenwood from 
1965 to 1996 and established Greenwood 
Women’s Clinic in 1982.  He was one  
of the founders of HospiceCare of the 
Piedmont and is a past president of the 
South Carolina Association of Obstetrics 
and Gynecology and the Greenwood 
County Medical Society.  He is a recipient 
of the Order of the Palmetto, the state’s 
highest civilian honor; the Palmetto Award, 
Hospice’s statewide service award; and 
Sertoma International’s Service to Mankind 
Award.
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MARRIAGE:  Ted M. Miller and Carolyn 
Propst “Butts” Gale, January 31, Salisbury, 
N.C.
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Elizabeth Harrill Mitchell, a central  
figure in Maine state politics for many 
years, is president of the state Senate, 
which makes her the de facto lieutenant 
gover nor.  She is the first woman in the 
country to be elected by her peers first  
as Speaker of the state’s House of 
Representatives and later as Senate 
president.  She received Furman’s 
Distinguished Alumni Award in 1981.
63
Jerry Thomas is dean of the University  
of North Texas College of Education,  
a position he assumed last August.  He  
was formerly at Iowa State University, 
where he was professor and chair of the 
Department of Kinesiology, interim dean  
of the College of Education and interim 
associate dean for research and graduate 
studies.
64
THIS yEAR IS REUNION! 
Nancy Barker DuPree has been 
appointed social sciences coordinator  
for the libraries system at the University  
of Alabama in Tuscaloosa.
65
Edward Lyles West (formerly Edward  
C. West, Jr.) represented Furman at the 
induction of Jimmy Carnes into the 
National Track and Field Hall of Fame 
December 6 in Reno, Nev.  Carnes coached 
at Furman in the early 1960s before mov­
ing to the University of Florida.  He was the 
first president of The Athletics Congress/
USA and was head coach of the 1980 U.S. 
Olympic team, when the United States 
boycotted the event.  He is a former exec­
utive director of the U.S. Track Coaches 
Association.
68
David Falls has retired after 30 years  
as senior sales representative for the 
Holophane Division of Acuity Brands 
Lighting Division.  He lives in PoQuoson, Va.
69
THIS yEAR IS REUNION!
Kathryn Fowler recently became exec­
utive director of the Georgia Council on 
Aging.  She is a registered lobbyist and 
advocate for aging issues and administers  
a research and planning project for the 
legislature to prepare for the aging of 
Georgia’s population.  She had previously 
been with the Athens Community Council 
on Aging for 26 years.
70
The board of trustees of Virginia 
Theological Seminary in Alexandria has 
appointed the Rev. J. Barney Hawkins  
as vice president of institutional advance­
ment.  He will continue to serve as asso­
ciate dean and director for the Center  
for Anglican Communion Studies and  
as professor of pastoral theology.  He is 
treasurer of the North American Regional 
Committee of St. George’s College, 
Jerusalem.
73
John and Ginnie Lee Hodges 
Monferdini of Lake, Miss., are relief 
parents and teachers at Sunbelt Christian 
Youth Ranch, a rescue ranch for at­risk 
children and youth.
76
The State newspaper in Columbia, S.C.,  
has promoted Steve Brook to managing 
editor, the newsroom’s No. 2 post.  He had 
been the newspaper’s deputy managing 
editor since 2005.
Carol Locher Ransone of Charlotte, N.C., 
earned an MBA degree from Queens 
University in December.
77
Carlos Rodriguez has been appointed  
a judge for the Seventeenth Judicial Circuit 
Court in Florida.  He had been in private 
practice in Fort Lauderdale since 1985  
and was previously a public defender  
in Broward County.
78
Ingrid Blackwelder Erwin is included  
in the 2009 edition of The Best Lawyers  
in America in the field of labor and 
employment law.  She works for the 
Jackson Lewis firm in Greenville.
Phillip Hare of Aiken, S.C., is pursuing  
a Doctor of Management in Organizational 
Leadership degree from the University  
of Phoenix.
Author and educator Merrie Koester 
Southgate has started a blog designed  
to promote dialogue on the subjects of 
science illiteracy and integrating the arts 
and humanities into science curricula.   
Visit wwwagnespflumm.blogspot.com.
79
THIS yEAR IS REUNION!
Jeff Beggs has been hired by Elon (N.C.) 
University as head athletics equipment 
manager.  He oversees maintenance  
and inventory of all supplies, uniforms  
and equipment for the baseball, football 
and soccer programs.  He previously was  
a coach and athletics administrator at 
Winder­Barrow High School in Georgia, 
where he was the 2007 and 2008 Georgia 
Region 8­AAAA Athletics Director of the 
Year and the 2008 Georgia State AAAA 
Athletics Director of the Year. 
 
80
Roy “Butch” Blume has been named 
managing editor of The Baptist Courier,  
the newspaper for South Carolina Baptists.  
He continues to oversee the publication’s 
on­line edition, www.baptistcourier.com.
81
Stephen F. Clyborne became senior 
pastor of Earle Street Baptist Church in 
Greenville on January 1 after being the 
church’s associate pastor for seven years.  
He is also an adjunct professor at Erskine 
Theological Seminary.
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89
THIS yEAR IS REUNION!
Lisa Elliott Grose of Greenwood, S.C.,  
has completed the 30­hour training 
program for the South Carolina Guardian 
ad Litem program.  She is a volunteer 
Guardian ad Litem for children removed 
from their home in child abuse and neglect 
actions brought by the Department of 
Social Services.
90
After earning his Master of Divinity degree 
last May from the Episcopal Theological 
Seminary of the Southwest, Maurice 
Beckham, Jr., was ordained a priest  
at the Cathedral of St. Philip in Atlanta.   
He is now associate rector at Emmanuel 
Church in Athens, Ga.
William H. Foster, who works in labor 
and employment law with the Greenville­
based firm of Nelson Mullins Riley & 
Scarborough, is included in the 2009 
edition of The Best Lawyers in America.  
Shannon Elliott Graham, a kindergarten 
teacher at a magnet academy for math  
and science in Greenville County, has 
started “Half the Time Tunes,” a children’s 
educational business.  Her first CD, titled 
“Super States and Capitals,” teaches the 
50 states and capitals by geographic 
regions.  Hear audio clips or get more 
information at www.halfthetimetunes.com.
Rod Underwood has been named coach 
of the Cleveland (Ohio) City Stars of the 
United Soccer Leagues First Division.   
He was previously first assistant for the 
Portland (Ore.) Timbers. 
MARRIAGE:  Douglas Beinert Welch 
and Amanda Shea McCown, December 6.  
They work in Lewisville, Texas, she as  
a physician assistant at Texas Digestive 
Disease Consultants and he as chief 
executive officer at HCA/Medical Center.
BIRTH:  David and Candi Hill 
Tenhundfeld, a daughter, Caraline Frances, 
November 1.  They live in Woodstock, Ga.  
C. Franklin Granger received The Irene 
and Curtis Ulmer Scholarship in Adult 
Education, given to an outstanding 
doctoral student in the adult education 
program at the University of Georgia.
82
Carol Hardison, executive director of the 
Charlotte (N.C.) Crisis Assistance Ministry, 
was named the city’s 2008 Woman of the 
Year by a committee of past winners.  Last 
year the non­profit agency, which helps  
the working poor become financially 
stable, distributed $7.5 million in emer­
gency aid and raised a record $3.3 million.
Mac Kirkpatrick has been named registrar 
at Lander University in Greenwood, S.C.  
He will assume his new position July 1.  
83
Vernon F. Dunbar of Greenville  
is included in the 2009 edition of  
The Best Lawyers in America.  He works  
in the workers’ compensation area of the 
Turner Padget law firm.
84
THIS yEAR IS REUNION!
Charles E. Hunter is the new director  
of field operations for IRS Criminal Investi­
gation in the Midstates Area, a 13­state 
region.  He is headquartered in Dallas, 
Texas, and reports directly to the chief of 
criminal investigation in Washington, D.C.
85
Todd Deaton, longtime managing editor 
of The Baptist Courier, the newspaper for 
South Carolina Baptists, has become editor 
of the Western Recorder, the newspaper  
of the Kentucky Baptist Convention.
Julie Bledsoe Thomas is a tourism devel­
opment officer in the Division of Tourism, 
Film and Sports Development with the 
North Carolina Department of Commerce.  
As such, she serves as admin istrator of 
Historic Hope Plantation in Windsor, N.C.
86
LeeAnne Hallman Apple has been 
promoted to the position of special 
education coordinator for the Sumner 
County (Tenn.) Board of Education. 
Kyle Matthews, a Dove Award­winning 
musician, has released his latest CD,  
“The Main Event,” which is available  
at www.kylematthews.com.  He is the 
author of a pamphlet titled “The Silly War:   
Ending the Conflict over Musical Styles  
in the Church and Reclaiming Worship  
for the People of God,” and is a consultant 
with churches on worship issues.  Last  
fall he relocated his company, “See for 
Yourself Music,” from Nashville, Tenn.,  
to Greenville, where he is a bivocational 
pastor at First Baptist Church.
Kelly Price Rainwater of Florence, S.C.,  
a specialist in obstetrics and gynecology, 
has been appointed to the Board of Visitors 
at the Medical University of South Carolina.
87
D. Michael Henthorne of Columbia, S.C., 
has been named Of Counsel with Littler 
Mendelson, P.C., a national employment 
and labor law firm.  Previously, he was 
Special Counsel with the McNair Law Firm.  
88
Don Hite was named to the list of 2009’s 
Most Intriguing People of the Low Country 
by Hilton Head (S.C.) Monthly.  A former 
Broadway conductor, he will be special 
guest conductor for the Hilton Head 
Orchestra Broadway Pops concert series  
in July.  He is head of performing arts, 
music and theatre for Hilton Head Prepar­
atory School and has been a guest artist 
conductor for Savannah College of Art  
and Design.  
91
Kevin Byrne, chief investment officer  
with The University Financing Foundation 
in Atlanta, has been elected to the board  
of the Association of University Research 
Parks, which he serves as second vice 
president.
Brian Lail, assistant professor of computer 
and electrical engineering at Florida 
Institute of Technology in Melbourne,  
has received a Presidential Early Career 
Award for Scientists and Engineers.   
The award provides research funding  
of $200,000 annually for five years and  
is the nation’s highest honor for profes­
sionals at the outset of their independent 
scientific research careers.
Matt Lee joined the faculty of the Villa­
nova University School of Law in January  
as an adjunct professor in the trial advocacy 
program.  He practices with Blank Rome 
LLP in Philadelphia, Pa.
Unisource Worldwide, Inc., of Norcross, 
Ga., one of the leading distributors of 
paper, packaging and facility supplies  
in North America, has named Eric Walter 
vice president of finance. 
BIRTH:  Jon and Aimee Heard, a daugh­
ter, Charlotte Elizabeth, January 14.   
They live in Simpsonville, S.C.
92
Tim Brown, drama teacher at Travelers 
Rest (S.C.) High School, won a fellowship 
from the International Schools of Theatre 
Arts and International Baccalaureate North 
America to attend a theatre arts sym posium 
in Bangkok, Thailand, last November.
Bradley S. Fordham is chief technology 
officer for Online Insight, an Atlanta­based 
company.
Julie Frank is the new owner of Jazzercise 
of Taylors (S.C.).  She has been a certified 
instructor for eight years.
BIRTH:  Mike (M.S. ’94) and Julie Mabry 
Dotson, a daughter, Anna Paige, January 
23, Greenville.  
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B. Mendell Key, a certified public 
accountant, has been promoted to partner 
at the Anderson, S.C., office of Greene and 
Company.  He is a member of the National 
Association of Valuation Analysts, the 
American Institute of Certified Public 
Accountants and the South Carolina 
Association of Certified Public Accountants.  
He serves on the Anderson University 
Board of Visitors.
Randy Traynham of Laurens, S.C., has 
been promoted to vice president, corporate 
services officer with The Palmetto Bank.
BIRTH:  Scott and Emily Mae McArdle 
Purinton, a daughter, Mackenzie Hayden, 
February 19, Dallas, Texas.  
94
THIS yEAR IS REUNION!
ADOPTION:  Bradley Sheppard and 
Terry Kukuk, a son, Jadon Isaac, November 
12, 2007.  Brad is in his 10th year of minis­
try as chaplain at Westminster College in 
Fulton, Mo., and Terry is senior pastor of 
First Presbyterian Church of Mexico, Mo.
BIRTHS:  Lauren and Jennifer Chase  
’98 Chandler, a daughter, Mary Elizabeth, 
November 24, Cordova, Tenn.  
John and Mary Mundy Miller, a daugh­
ter, Mary Hilton, June 17, 2008, Atlanta.
95
Phil Hargrove, Jr., serves as associate 
pastor for young adults at Greenville’s  
First Presbyterian Church.
BIRTHS:  Mark and Sabrina Peavy Cox,  
a son, Alex Grayson, November 24, 
Columbia, S.C.
Edward and Sarah Bell Danser, a son, 
Luke Matthew, September 24, Charlotte, 
N.C.
Samuel and Lynne Sykora Unglo,  
a daugh ter, Caitlin Hope, July 9.   
They live in Roswell, Ga.  
96
Paul Satterwhite has become a partner  
in the Springfield (Mo.) office of Husch 
Blackwell Sanders law firm.  He previously 
practiced in Kansas City, Mo., and 
Birmingham, Ala.
BIRTHS:  Tim and Suzanne Mackey Frye,  
a son, Ethan James, January 1, Colorado 
Springs, Colo.
Wes and Sally Culver Littlejohn,  
a daughter, Ansley Lynn, December 17.  
Sally is an accounting manager with Coca­
Cola in Atlanta, and Wes is a financial 
planner.
97
Delan Gaines, an orthopedic surgeon,  
has joined the staff of East Georgia 
Orthopedics in Statesboro.
BIRTHS:  Kenneth ’98 and Kelly Galbert 
Fields, a son, Kade Robert, November 15.  
They live in Clermont­Ferrand, France, 
where both work for Michelin.
Daniel ’96 and Cari Williams Hicks,  
a son, Micah North, February 10, Green­
ville.  Cari is outgoing president of Furman’s 
Young Alumni Council and Daniel works  
at Michelin Research.
Brad ’95 and Laura Young Moore,  
a daughter, Lindsey Ella, January 13.   
They live in Westminster, S.C.  
Todd ’98 and Karen Oberg Yochim,  
a daughter, Allison Starr, January 3, 2008, 
Gainesville, Fla.  Karen is a lawyer and  
Todd owns G8rbay.com.
98
After eight years in the commercial real 
estate industry, Kelly Sydney is now 
director of research, economic develop­
ment with the Metro Atlanta Chamber of 
Commerce.  She is active in triathlons and 
planned to participate in her first 100­mile 
bike ride in June in Tahoe, Nev.
MARRIAGE: Anne Caroline Reeves  
and Todd Kirkland Reich, February 7.   
Anne is an account director at Fitzgerald  
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Although we’re not sure of this earthworm’s name, some Furman 
students certainly got up close and personal with it back in the day.
Yes, long before 2008­09, when Furman celebrated the Year of  
the Sciences, and long before “Earthworm Jim,” the video game, was 
invented, some students and professors at Furman shared an interest  
in all things creepy­crawly.  They still do, for that matter.  But who  
were the curious investigators pictured here?
The Special Collections and Archives staff in the James B. Duke 
Library believes the instructor is Charles Riddle, longtime professor  
of biology.  But they’ve been unable to identify the students.  If  
you know who they are, please telephone Elizabeth McSherry ’07  
at (864) 294­3292, or e­mail liz.mcsherry@furman.edu.
One other request:  If you have science textbooks from your  
years at Furman, Special Collections and Archives is building its historic 
textbook collection and would welcome donations of science textbooks 
— or those of any subject, for that matter.  Contact McSherry for infor­
mation on how to make a donation.
89
THIS yEAR IS REUNION!
Lisa Elliott Grose of Greenwood, S.C.,  
has completed the 30­hour training 
program for the South Carolina Guardian 
ad Litem program.  She is a volunteer 
Guardian ad Litem for children removed 
from their home in child abuse and neglect 
actions brought by the Department of 
Social Services.
90
After earning his Master of Divinity degree 
last May from the Episcopal Theological 
Seminary of the Southwest, Maurice 
Beckham, Jr., was ordained a priest  
at the Cathedral of St. Philip in Atlanta.   
He is now associate rector at Emmanuel 
Church in Athens, Ga.
William H. Foster, who works in labor 
and employment law with the Greenville­
based firm of Nelson Mullins Riley & 
Scarborough, is included in the 2009 
edition of The Best Lawyers in America.  
Shannon Elliott Graham, a kindergarten 
teacher at a magnet academy for math  
and science in Greenville County, has 
started “Half the Time Tunes,” a children’s 
educational business.  Her first CD, titled 
“Super States and Capitals,” teaches the 
50 states and capitals by geographic 
regions.  Hear audio clips or get more 
information at www.halfthetimetunes.com.
Rod Underwood has been named coach 
of the Cleveland (Ohio) City Stars of the 
United Soccer Leagues First Division.   
He was previously first assistant for the 
Portland (Ore.) Timbers. 
MARRIAGE:  Douglas Beinert Welch 
and Amanda Shea McCown, December 6.  
They work in Lewisville, Texas, she as  
a physician assistant at Texas Digestive 
Disease Consultants and he as chief 
executive officer at HCA/Medical Center.
BIRTH:  David and Candi Hill 
Tenhundfeld, a daughter, Caraline Frances, 
November 1.  They live in Woodstock, Ga.  
C. Franklin Granger received The Irene 
and Curtis Ulmer Scholarship in Adult 
Education, given to an outstanding 
doctoral student in the adult education 
program at the University of Georgia.
82
Carol Hardison, executive director of the 
Charlotte (N.C.) Crisis Assistance Ministry, 
was named the city’s 2008 Woman of the 
Year by a committee of past winners.  Last 
year the non­profit agency, which helps  
the working poor become financially 
stable, distributed $7.5 million in emer­
gency aid and raised a record $3.3 million.
Mac Kirkpatrick has been named registrar 
at Lander University in Greenwood, S.C.  
He will assume his new position July 1.  
83
Vernon F. Dunbar of Greenville  
is included in the 2009 edition of  
The Best Lawyers in America.  He works  
in the workers’ compensation area of the 
Turner Padget law firm.
84
THIS yEAR IS REUNION!
Charles E. Hunter is the new director  
of field operations for IRS Criminal Investi­
gation in the Midstates Area, a 13­state 
region.  He is headquartered in Dallas, 
Texas, and reports directly to the chief of 
criminal investigation in Washington, D.C.
85
Todd Deaton, longtime managing editor 
of The Baptist Courier, the newspaper for 
South Carolina Baptists, has become editor 
of the Western Recorder, the newspaper  
of the Kentucky Baptist Convention.
Julie Bledsoe Thomas is a tourism devel­
opment officer in the Division of Tourism, 
Film and Sports Development with the 
North Carolina Department of Commerce.  
As such, she serves as admin istrator of 
Historic Hope Plantation in Windsor, N.C.
86
LeeAnne Hallman Apple has been 
promoted to the position of special 
education coordinator for the Sumner 
County (Tenn.) Board of Education. 
Kyle Matthews, a Dove Award­winning 
musician, has released his latest CD,  
“The Main Event,” which is available  
at www.kylematthews.com.  He is the 
author of a pamphlet titled “The Silly War:   
Ending the Conflict over Musical Styles  
in the Church and Reclaiming Worship  
for the People of God,” and is a consultant 
with churches on worship issues.  Last  
fall he relocated his company, “See for 
Yourself Music,” from Nashville, Tenn.,  
to Greenville, where he is a bivocational 
pastor at First Baptist Church.
Kelly Price Rainwater of Florence, S.C.,  
a specialist in obstetrics and gynecology, 
has been appointed to the Board of Visitors 
at the Medical University of South Carolina.
87
D. Michael Henthorne of Columbia, S.C., 
has been named Of Counsel with Littler 
Mendelson, P.C., a national employment 
and labor law firm.  Previously, he was 
Special Counsel with the McNair Law Firm.  
88
Don Hite was named to the list of 2009’s 
Most Intriguing People of the Low Country 
by Hilton Head (S.C.) Monthly.  A former 
Broadway conductor, he will be special 
guest conductor for the Hilton Head 
Orchestra Broadway Pops concert series  
in July.  He is head of performing arts, 
music and theatre for Hilton Head Prepar­
atory School and has been a guest artist 
conductor for Savannah College of Art  
and Design.  
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Kevin Byrne, chief investment officer  
with The University Financing Foundation 
in Atlanta, has been elected to the board  
of the Association of University Research 
Parks, which he serves as second vice 
president.
Brian Lail, assistant professor of computer 
and electrical engineering at Florida 
Institute of Technology in Melbourne,  
has received a Presidential Early Career 
Award for Scientists and Engineers.   
The award provides research funding  
of $200,000 annually for five years and  
is the nation’s highest honor for profes­
sionals at the outset of their independent 
scientific research careers.
Matt Lee joined the faculty of the Villa­
nova University School of Law in January  
as an adjunct professor in the trial advocacy 
program.  He practices with Blank Rome 
LLP in Philadelphia, Pa.
Unisource Worldwide, Inc., of Norcross, 
Ga., one of the leading distributors of 
paper, packaging and facility supplies  
in North America, has named Eric Walter 
vice president of finance. 
BIRTH:  Jon and Aimee Heard, a daugh­
ter, Charlotte Elizabeth, January 14.   
They live in Simpsonville, S.C.
92
Tim Brown, drama teacher at Travelers 
Rest (S.C.) High School, won a fellowship 
from the International Schools of Theatre 
Arts and International Baccalaureate North 
America to attend a theatre arts sym posium 
in Bangkok, Thailand, last November.
Bradley S. Fordham is chief technology 
officer for Online Insight, an Atlanta­based 
company.
Julie Frank is the new owner of Jazzercise 
of Taylors (S.C.).  She has been a certified 
instructor for eight years.
BIRTH:  Mike (M.S. ’94) and Julie Mabry 
Dotson, a daughter, Anna Paige, January 
23, Greenville.  
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B. Mendell Key, a certified public 
accountant, has been promoted to partner 
at the Anderson, S.C., office of Greene and 
Company.  He is a member of the National 
Association of Valuation Analysts, the 
American Institute of Certified Public 
Accountants and the South Carolina 
Association of Certified Public Accountants.  
He serves on the Anderson University 
Board of Visitors.
Randy Traynham of Laurens, S.C., has 
been promoted to vice president, corporate 
services officer with The Palmetto Bank.
BIRTH:  Scott and Emily Mae McArdle 
Purinton, a daughter, Mackenzie Hayden, 
February 19, Dallas, Texas.  
94
THIS yEAR IS REUNION!
ADOPTION:  Bradley Sheppard and 
Terry Kukuk, a son, Jadon Isaac, November 
12, 2007.  Brad is in his 10th year of minis­
try as chaplain at Westminster College in 
Fulton, Mo., and Terry is senior pastor of 
First Presbyterian Church of Mexico, Mo.
BIRTHS:  Lauren and Jennifer Chase  
’98 Chandler, a daughter, Mary Elizabeth, 
November 24, Cordova, Tenn.  
John and Mary Mundy Miller, a daugh­
ter, Mary Hilton, June 17, 2008, Atlanta.
95
Phil Hargrove, Jr., serves as associate 
pastor for young adults at Greenville’s  
First Presbyterian Church.
BIRTHS:  Mark and Sabrina Peavy Cox,  
a son, Alex Grayson, November 24, 
Columbia, S.C.
Edward and Sarah Bell Danser, a son, 
Luke Matthew, September 24, Charlotte, 
N.C.
Samuel and Lynne Sykora Unglo,  
a daugh ter, Caitlin Hope, July 9.   
They live in Roswell, Ga.  
96
Paul Satterwhite has become a partner  
in the Springfield (Mo.) office of Husch 
Blackwell Sanders law firm.  He previously 
practiced in Kansas City, Mo., and 
Birmingham, Ala.
BIRTHS:  Tim and Suzanne Mackey Frye,  
a son, Ethan James, January 1, Colorado 
Springs, Colo.
Wes and Sally Culver Littlejohn,  
a daughter, Ansley Lynn, December 17.  
Sally is an accounting manager with Coca­
Cola in Atlanta, and Wes is a financial 
planner.
97
Delan Gaines, an orthopedic surgeon,  
has joined the staff of East Georgia 
Orthopedics in Statesboro.
BIRTHS:  Kenneth ’98 and Kelly Galbert 
Fields, a son, Kade Robert, November 15.  
They live in Clermont­Ferrand, France, 
where both work for Michelin.
Daniel ’96 and Cari Williams Hicks,  
a son, Micah North, February 10, Green­
ville.  Cari is outgoing president of Furman’s 
Young Alumni Council and Daniel works  
at Michelin Research.
Brad ’95 and Laura Young Moore,  
a daughter, Lindsey Ella, January 13.   
They live in Westminster, S.C.  
Todd ’98 and Karen Oberg Yochim,  
a daughter, Allison Starr, January 3, 2008, 
Gainesville, Fla.  Karen is a lawyer and  
Todd owns G8rbay.com.
98
After eight years in the commercial real 
estate industry, Kelly Sydney is now 
director of research, economic develop­
ment with the Metro Atlanta Chamber of 
Commerce.  She is active in triathlons and 
planned to participate in her first 100­mile 
bike ride in June in Tahoe, Nev.
MARRIAGE: Anne Caroline Reeves  
and Todd Kirkland Reich, February 7.   
Anne is an account director at Fitzgerald  
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Although we’re not sure of this earthworm’s name, some Furman 
students certainly got up close and personal with it back in the day.
Yes, long before 2008­09, when Furman celebrated the Year of  
the Sciences, and long before “Earthworm Jim,” the video game, was 
invented, some students and professors at Furman shared an interest  
in all things creepy­crawly.  They still do, for that matter.  But who  
were the curious investigators pictured here?
The Special Collections and Archives staff in the James B. Duke 
Library believes the instructor is Charles Riddle, longtime professor  
of biology.  But they’ve been unable to identify the students.  If  
you know who they are, please telephone Elizabeth McSherry ’07  
at (864) 294­3292, or e­mail liz.mcsherry@furman.edu.
One other request:  If you have science textbooks from your  
years at Furman, Special Collections and Archives is building its historic 
textbook collection and would welcome donations of science textbooks 
— or those of any subject, for that matter.  Contact McSherry for infor­
mation on how to make a donation.
David Ibsen has started work toward  
a Master of Science degree in organization 
development at Queens University in 
Charlotte, N.C.
Karen Schulz has joined Verizon Wireless 
as public relations manager for the Caro­
linas and Tennessee.  She was previously 
strategic marketing manager at The 
Greenville News.
MARRIAGES:  Cameisha Merriweather 
and Jamar Barnes, December 26.  They live 
in Lithonia, Ga. 
Jennifer Walton and Christopher Whelan, 
January 17.  They live in Lansing, Kan.
BIRTHS:  Jim and Courtney Armstrong 
Buxton, a son, Julian Edward Thomas 
Buxton, October 7.  They live in Mount 
Pleasant, S.C.
David and Sarah Zajaczek Cordell,  
a son, Nathan Andrew, June 21, 2008.  
David is an instructor at the University  
of South Carolina­Upstate in Spartanburg 
and is working on his doctorate.  Sarah  
is a contract writer for Uhlig, LLC, and  
is working to start her own company,  
SZC Communications.
Mike and Nathalie Bell Lankford,  
a son, Daniel Coleman, January 19, 2008, 
Charlotte, N.C.  
Dan and Tara Byer Parsons, a daughter, 
Ella Grace, February 3, 2008, Charlotte, 
N.C.  Both Dan and Tara are dermatologists 
with Charlotte Medical Clinic, a multi­
specialty internal medicine clinic.
Eddie ’98 and Jamie Dorman Storey,  
a daughter, Remy Alexis, November 19.  
Eddie is managing partner of Thorne  
& Storey, P.A., law firm in Orlando, Fla.
00  
Shelby Huie recently graduated from 
Mercy School of Nursing in Charlotte, N.C., 
as salutatorian of her class.  She is working 
on a cardiac unit at Charlotte’s Carolinas 
Medical Center. 
Tracy Towle (M.A. ’01) finished first in  
her age group for the 2008 South Florida 
Triathlon series.  She lives in Miami Beach.
MARRIAGE:  Mittie Elizabeth Richards 
and Kevin Lee Freeman, January 3.  Beth  
is employed as a funeral director, embalmer 
and aftercare coordinator with Eggers 
Funeral Home and Crematory.  Kevin works 
with UPS Supply Chain Solutions.  They  
live in Taylors, S.C.
BIRTHS:  Nathan and Jennifer Dahms 
’01 Baker, a daughter, Annabelle Caroline, 
September 10, Raleigh, N.C. 
Clay and Lauren Hupp Garner, a son, 
Jack Andrew, September 9, Cincinnati, 
Ohio.
Bradley and Martha Davis King,  
a daughter, Adah Miriam, January 11.   
Brad and Martha are in graduate school  
at the University of North Carolina, he  
as a third­year medical student and she  
as a third­year Ph.D. student in cultural 
anthropology. 
Jason and Erin Carnahan Lane, a son, 
Aidan McPherson, December 15, Raleigh, 
N.C.
Warner and Melissa Freeman May,  
a daughter, Caroline Elizabeth, Novem­ 
ber 12, Atlanta.  Melissa is a legal nurse 
consultant with the law firm of Owen, 
Gleaton, Egan, Jones & Sweeney LLP.  
David and Wendy Copelan McDowell,  
a son, Graham David, January 20.  They  
live in Hixson, Tenn.  
01
P. Kristen Bennett has joined the 
Wilmington, Del.­based firm of Potter 
Anderson & Corroon LLP as an associate.  
She focuses on estate planning and trust 
administration and provides counsel on 
taxation and tax planning for businesses.  
She is a member of the Delaware Bar 
Association and the American Bar 
Association.
J. Matthew Boyleston, assistant profes­
sor of creative writing at Houston (Texas) 
Baptist University, received his Ph.D. in 
creative writing and literature in December 
from the University of Houston, where 
he gave the Commencement address.   
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& Co. Public Relations in Atlanta.  Todd  
is business director of The Lenox Group,  
a boutique investment bank.
BIRTHS:  Bennett ’97 and Janet 
Belliveau Bomar, a son, Samuel Gerard, 
December 5, New Bern, N.C.
Scott and Christina Clanton, a daughter, 
Caroline Marie, July 3.  They live in North 
Myrtle Beach, S.C.
Stacy and Julie McAvoy Hover, twins,  
a daughter, Sara Kate, and a son, Jack Irvin, 
December 1.  They live in Elberton, Ga., 
where Stacy operates a flooring business 
and Julie teaches science at Elbert County 
High School.
John and Amy Jacobs, a son, Charles 
Richard, November 21.  They live in 
Mableton, Ga.
Brent and Jayda Biddix Justus, a son, 
Graham David, December 1.  They live  
in Midlothian, Va.
Christopher and Merideth Easom 
Miller, a daughter, Emory Hall, December 
30, Burlington, N.C.  Christopher is  
senior vice president at Willis Re, Inc.,  
and Merideth is a program specialist in 
curriculum and instruction for exceptional 
children.
Jonathan and Jenifer Kudelko Runion, 
twins, a daughter, Alexis Lynn, and a son, 
Evan Parker, December 29, Clearwater, Fla.
99
THIS yEAR IS REUNION!
Five Oaks Academy in Simpsonville, S.C., 
has hired Emily Gaskin Gagne as middle 
school program director.
Capt. Brandon Griffin has been  
awarded the Silver Star, the U.S. Army’s 
third­highest honor for combat valor,  
for braving machine gun and rocket fire 
during a three­day fight with insurgents  
in Afghanistan in August 2005.
2008-09 alUmni BOarD Of DirectOrs
Randolph W. Blackwell ’63, president; Clare Folio Morris ’83, president­elect;  
J. Chris Brown ’89, vice president; Harriet Arnold Wilburn ’74, past president; 
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N. Staten Bitting, Jr. ’75; Frank W. Blackwell ’90; John M. Block ’63; Mary Lou 
Walch Cagle ’69; Bobby E. Church ’78; David S. Cobb ’90; Paul D. Goebel ’63; 
Michael L. Guynn ’91; Shannon Scruby Henderson ’75; Vicki Bieksha Johnson ’93; 
L. Yates Johnson, Jr. ’59; Gwinn Earle Kneeland ’89; J. Cordell Maddox ’54; James 
N. Martin ’79; Matthew A. Miller ’99; Joseph C. Moon, Jr. ’76; William P. Morrow, 
Jr. ’54; Emmett L. Patrick ’56; Scott W. Raeber ’92; Ellison L. Smith ’89; Cynthia 
Black Sparks ’80; Heyward M. Sullivan ’59; William N. Turrentine ’64; Daniel R. 
Varat ’88; Connie Gartrell Williams ’74.
Ex­Officio and Other Members:  David Shi ’73, president; Michael Gatchell ’91,  
vice president for development; Tom Triplitt ’76, director of Alumni Association; 
Jane Dungan, associate director of Alumni Association; Tina Hayes Ballew ’78, 
associate director of Alumni Association; Cari Williams Hicks ’97, president,  
Young Alumni Council; Frances Flowers ’09, president, Student Alumni Council; 
Nick Holsinger ’09, president, Association of Furman Students; Montrelle 
Robertson ’09, president, Senior Class.
His poems and essays have appeared in 
such journals as The New Orleans Review,  
The Spoon River Poetry Review and  
Puerto del Sol.
Kendra Johnson Dennis of Pelzer, S.C., 
received Certified Staffing Professional  
and Technical Skills Certified certifications 
from the American Staffing Association  
in October.  She is a technical recruiter  
with Godshall & Godshall Personnel 
Consultants.
Kaufman Rossin Fund Services hired 
Michael McCuin as business development 
supervisor in its Boston office.  He pre­
viously was vice president/associate in 
relationship management at JPMorgan 
Prime Brokerage (formerly Bear Stearns).  
Josh McKoon, an attorney in Columbus, 
Ga., is wrapping up his term as chair of  
the Muscogee County Republican Party.  
He recently graduated from the Coverdell 
Leadership Institute, a program designed 
to build a cadre of Republican leaders 
throughout the state of Georgia.  He is in 
his second term as secretary of the board 
of the Urban League of Greater Columbus.
MARRIAGE:  Christine Hill and Mark 
Mereand, August 16.  Christine works at 
the Smithsonian National Postal Museum  
in Washington, D.C.  
BIRTHS:  Sean and Mary Tyson Davis 
Bradshaw, a son, Reid Gregory, October 
3, Aurora, Ill.
Chris and Helen Baxter Brown, a son, 
Everett, August 19.  Helen is completing  
an OB/GYN residency at the Medical Uni­
versity of South Carolina and will join the 
Spartanburg (S.C.) Woman’s Clinic in July.  
James and Amber Lewis Kiffney, a son, 
Elijah James, November 12, Warrenton, Va.
Kevin and Marisa Poston McLendon,  
a son, Cade Andrew, January 22.  They  
live in Hobe Sound, Fla., where Kevin  
is a business development manager with 
the National Golf Foundation.  
David and Lori Helms Odell, a daughter, 
Adelaide Pearson, August 5.  They live in 
Quantico, Va.  David is a Marine AH­1W 
Super Cobra pilot.
Doug and Ashley Stinson, a daughter, 
Haley Rose, December 26, Knoxville, Tenn.
02
Jeff Gibson has joined the Nashville, 
Tenn., law firm of Neal & Harwell, PLC.   
A graduate of the University of Georgia 
School of Law, he previously served as  
a law clerk for the Honorable Susan H. 
Black in the U.S. Court of Appeals for  
the Eleventh Circuit in Jacksonville, Fla.
Shannon Pierce Morrison of Easley,  
S.C., has been named vice president and 
controller of CommunitySouth Bank & 
Trust.  She previously was with Heritage 
Community Bank in Hartsville, S.C.  She 
is vice president of the Independent 
Bankers of South Carolina Young 
Community Bankers.
MARRIAGE:  Paige Hamilton and Haris 
Hadziselimovic, March 8, 2008.  Paige  
is in her fifth year as a theatre teacher  
in Austin, Texas.
BIRTHS:  Travis ’00 and Natalie Muro 
Filar, a daughter, Savanna Grace, February 
10, Durham, N.C.
Andy ’03 and Katie Anderton Kidd,  
a daughter, Margaret Grace, July 30.   
They live in Jacksonville, Fla.
Matt and Carrie McIver, twin sons, Rense 
and Matthew, October 22, Marietta, Ga.
Chris and Allison Bailey Odom, twin 
sons, Bailey Neil and Carter James, 
December 23.  They live in Rock Hill, S.C.
John Paul and Laurie Ingram Sibley,  
a son, Robbie, January 8, Greenville.   
John Paul is a pastor at Redeemer 
Presbyterian Church.
03
David Bumpass completed his M.D. 
degree at the University of Virginia  
and is an orthopedic surgery resident  
at Washington University in St. Louis, Mo.
MARRIAGES:  Jessica Currier and Rob 
Baker, January 19, 2008.  Jessica works  
for U.S. Customs and Border Protection in 
Washington, D.C., and Rob is a machinist 
with Allen, Mitchell and Co. 
Andy Hall and Emily Cutts, October 25.  
They live in Atlanta where Emily teaches 
fourth grade at Tritt Elementary School  
and Andy is a financial systems analyst  
at McKenna Long and Aldridge LLP.
Nicole Kuhne and Steven Bell, December 
21.  Both are in the U.S. Army, stationed  
at Fort Riley, Kan.  Nicole is in military 
intelligence and Steven is in the infantry.  
Amanda Stevenson Owens and John 
Boardman Banks, January 31.  They live  
in Dallas, Texas.
Joyce Towner and Bryan Williams, 
October 18.  They live in Rincon, Ga.
BIRTHS:  Ben and Jenny Hazlewood,  
a son, Sawyer Henry, November 14.   
They live in Signal Mountain, Tenn.
Matt and Jessica Miller Kelley,  
a daughter, Katharine Barry, January 28, 
Clarksville, Tenn.
04
THIS yEAR IS REUNION!
Lisa Fiacco was scheduled to graduate 
from the International MBA Program at  
the University of South Carolina in May.  
She has moved to Beijing, China, where 
she is spending 18 months studying the 
Chinese language.
Christi Hoffmeyer has been admitted 
into Georgetown University’s McDonough 
School of Business Class of 2011 MBA 
program as a Merit Scholar.
MARRIAGE:  Danny Marshall and 
Angela Johnson, November 22.  Danny  
is an account manager for Avis Budget 
Group.  They live in Atlanta.
05
Jessica Powell received her master’s 
degree in marine science from the Uni­
versity of South Florida this spring.  Her 
research involved studying depredation  
and angler interactions involving bottle­
nose dolphins in Sarasota Bay.
Elizabeth Mills Smith has been inducted 
into the Rho Chi Society, representing  
her standing in the top 10 percent of her 
class at the Mercer University College of 
Pharmacy in Atlanta.  She is scheduled  
to receive her Doctor of Pharmacy degree 
in 2011.
Heather Wilson graduated cum laude 
from Lander University in December with  
a Bachelor of Science in Nursing honors 
degree.  She received the Faculty Award  
of Excellence in Nursing.  She works with  
a medical­surgical unit at the Eastside 
campus of Greenville’s Bon Secours  
St. Francis Health System.  
MARRIAGE:  Franklin Liddell Teagle  
and Eleeza Kay Alpert, July 5.  They live  
in Brooklyn, N.Y., where he is endowment 
coordinator for the Brooklyn Academy of 
Music.  She is an elementary school teacher 
in the New York City schools.
06
Jason Lesley (M.A.) will become principal 
of Spearman Elementary School in 
Piedmont, S.C., July 1.  He most recently 
has been an assistant principal at Concrete 
Primary School and West Pelzer Elementary 
School. 
MARRIAGE:  Eva Clark and John 
Bateman, August 30.  John is an attorney 
with the U.S. Army JAG Corps.  Eva recently 
completed her law degree at the University 
of Richmond.  She is set to join the Nelson 
Mullins Riley & Scarborough LLP law firm  
in Greenville.
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her age group for the 2008 South Florida 
Triathlon series.  She lives in Miami Beach.
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is employed as a funeral director, embalmer 
and aftercare coordinator with Eggers 
Funeral Home and Crematory.  Kevin works 
with UPS Supply Chain Solutions.  They  
live in Taylors, S.C.
BIRTHS:  Nathan and Jennifer Dahms 
’01 Baker, a daughter, Annabelle Caroline, 
September 10, Raleigh, N.C. 
Clay and Lauren Hupp Garner, a son, 
Jack Andrew, September 9, Cincinnati, 
Ohio.
Bradley and Martha Davis King,  
a daughter, Adah Miriam, January 11.   
Brad and Martha are in graduate school  
at the University of North Carolina, he  
as a third­year medical student and she  
as a third­year Ph.D. student in cultural 
anthropology. 
Jason and Erin Carnahan Lane, a son, 
Aidan McPherson, December 15, Raleigh, 
N.C.
Warner and Melissa Freeman May,  
a daughter, Caroline Elizabeth, Novem­ 
ber 12, Atlanta.  Melissa is a legal nurse 
consultant with the law firm of Owen, 
Gleaton, Egan, Jones & Sweeney LLP.  
David and Wendy Copelan McDowell,  
a son, Graham David, January 20.  They  
live in Hixson, Tenn.  
01
P. Kristen Bennett has joined the 
Wilmington, Del.­based firm of Potter 
Anderson & Corroon LLP as an associate.  
She focuses on estate planning and trust 
administration and provides counsel on 
taxation and tax planning for businesses.  
She is a member of the Delaware Bar 
Association and the American Bar 
Association.
J. Matthew Boyleston, assistant profes­
sor of creative writing at Houston (Texas) 
Baptist University, received his Ph.D. in 
creative writing and literature in December 
from the University of Houston, where 
he gave the Commencement address.   
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& Co. Public Relations in Atlanta.  Todd  
is business director of The Lenox Group,  
a boutique investment bank.
BIRTHS:  Bennett ’97 and Janet 
Belliveau Bomar, a son, Samuel Gerard, 
December 5, New Bern, N.C.
Scott and Christina Clanton, a daughter, 
Caroline Marie, July 3.  They live in North 
Myrtle Beach, S.C.
Stacy and Julie McAvoy Hover, twins,  
a daughter, Sara Kate, and a son, Jack Irvin, 
December 1.  They live in Elberton, Ga., 
where Stacy operates a flooring business 
and Julie teaches science at Elbert County 
High School.
John and Amy Jacobs, a son, Charles 
Richard, November 21.  They live in 
Mableton, Ga.
Brent and Jayda Biddix Justus, a son, 
Graham David, December 1.  They live  
in Midlothian, Va.
Christopher and Merideth Easom 
Miller, a daughter, Emory Hall, December 
30, Burlington, N.C.  Christopher is  
senior vice president at Willis Re, Inc.,  
and Merideth is a program specialist in 
curriculum and instruction for exceptional 
children.
Jonathan and Jenifer Kudelko Runion, 
twins, a daughter, Alexis Lynn, and a son, 
Evan Parker, December 29, Clearwater, Fla.
99
THIS yEAR IS REUNION!
Five Oaks Academy in Simpsonville, S.C., 
has hired Emily Gaskin Gagne as middle 
school program director.
Capt. Brandon Griffin has been  
awarded the Silver Star, the U.S. Army’s 
third­highest honor for combat valor,  
for braving machine gun and rocket fire 
during a three­day fight with insurgents  
in Afghanistan in August 2005.
2008-09 alUmni BOarD Of DirectOrs
Randolph W. Blackwell ’63, president; Clare Folio Morris ’83, president­elect;  
J. Chris Brown ’89, vice president; Harriet Arnold Wilburn ’74, past president; 
Rebecca Ann Armacost ’89; Lynn Neely Bailey ’78; Venita Tyus Billingslea ’81;  
N. Staten Bitting, Jr. ’75; Frank W. Blackwell ’90; John M. Block ’63; Mary Lou 
Walch Cagle ’69; Bobby E. Church ’78; David S. Cobb ’90; Paul D. Goebel ’63; 
Michael L. Guynn ’91; Shannon Scruby Henderson ’75; Vicki Bieksha Johnson ’93; 
L. Yates Johnson, Jr. ’59; Gwinn Earle Kneeland ’89; J. Cordell Maddox ’54; James 
N. Martin ’79; Matthew A. Miller ’99; Joseph C. Moon, Jr. ’76; William P. Morrow, 
Jr. ’54; Emmett L. Patrick ’56; Scott W. Raeber ’92; Ellison L. Smith ’89; Cynthia 
Black Sparks ’80; Heyward M. Sullivan ’59; William N. Turrentine ’64; Daniel R. 
Varat ’88; Connie Gartrell Williams ’74.
Ex­Officio and Other Members:  David Shi ’73, president; Michael Gatchell ’91,  
vice president for development; Tom Triplitt ’76, director of Alumni Association; 
Jane Dungan, associate director of Alumni Association; Tina Hayes Ballew ’78, 
associate director of Alumni Association; Cari Williams Hicks ’97, president,  
Young Alumni Council; Frances Flowers ’09, president, Student Alumni Council; 
Nick Holsinger ’09, president, Association of Furman Students; Montrelle 
Robertson ’09, president, Senior Class.
His poems and essays have appeared in 
such journals as The New Orleans Review,  
The Spoon River Poetry Review and  
Puerto del Sol.
Kendra Johnson Dennis of Pelzer, S.C., 
received Certified Staffing Professional  
and Technical Skills Certified certifications 
from the American Staffing Association  
in October.  She is a technical recruiter  
with Godshall & Godshall Personnel 
Consultants.
Kaufman Rossin Fund Services hired 
Michael McCuin as business development 
supervisor in its Boston office.  He pre­
viously was vice president/associate in 
relationship management at JPMorgan 
Prime Brokerage (formerly Bear Stearns).  
Josh McKoon, an attorney in Columbus, 
Ga., is wrapping up his term as chair of  
the Muscogee County Republican Party.  
He recently graduated from the Coverdell 
Leadership Institute, a program designed 
to build a cadre of Republican leaders 
throughout the state of Georgia.  He is in 
his second term as secretary of the board 
of the Urban League of Greater Columbus.
MARRIAGE:  Christine Hill and Mark 
Mereand, August 16.  Christine works at 
the Smithsonian National Postal Museum  
in Washington, D.C.  
BIRTHS:  Sean and Mary Tyson Davis 
Bradshaw, a son, Reid Gregory, October 
3, Aurora, Ill.
Chris and Helen Baxter Brown, a son, 
Everett, August 19.  Helen is completing  
an OB/GYN residency at the Medical Uni­
versity of South Carolina and will join the 
Spartanburg (S.C.) Woman’s Clinic in July.  
James and Amber Lewis Kiffney, a son, 
Elijah James, November 12, Warrenton, Va.
Kevin and Marisa Poston McLendon,  
a son, Cade Andrew, January 22.  They  
live in Hobe Sound, Fla., where Kevin  
is a business development manager with 
the National Golf Foundation.  
David and Lori Helms Odell, a daughter, 
Adelaide Pearson, August 5.  They live in 
Quantico, Va.  David is a Marine AH­1W 
Super Cobra pilot.
Doug and Ashley Stinson, a daughter, 
Haley Rose, December 26, Knoxville, Tenn.
02
Jeff Gibson has joined the Nashville, 
Tenn., law firm of Neal & Harwell, PLC.   
A graduate of the University of Georgia 
School of Law, he previously served as  
a law clerk for the Honorable Susan H. 
Black in the U.S. Court of Appeals for  
the Eleventh Circuit in Jacksonville, Fla.
Shannon Pierce Morrison of Easley,  
S.C., has been named vice president and 
controller of CommunitySouth Bank & 
Trust.  She previously was with Heritage 
Community Bank in Hartsville, S.C.  She 
is vice president of the Independent 
Bankers of South Carolina Young 
Community Bankers.
MARRIAGE:  Paige Hamilton and Haris 
Hadziselimovic, March 8, 2008.  Paige  
is in her fifth year as a theatre teacher  
in Austin, Texas.
BIRTHS:  Travis ’00 and Natalie Muro 
Filar, a daughter, Savanna Grace, February 
10, Durham, N.C.
Andy ’03 and Katie Anderton Kidd,  
a daughter, Margaret Grace, July 30.   
They live in Jacksonville, Fla.
Matt and Carrie McIver, twin sons, Rense 
and Matthew, October 22, Marietta, Ga.
Chris and Allison Bailey Odom, twin 
sons, Bailey Neil and Carter James, 
December 23.  They live in Rock Hill, S.C.
John Paul and Laurie Ingram Sibley,  
a son, Robbie, January 8, Greenville.   
John Paul is a pastor at Redeemer 
Presbyterian Church.
03
David Bumpass completed his M.D. 
degree at the University of Virginia  
and is an orthopedic surgery resident  
at Washington University in St. Louis, Mo.
MARRIAGES:  Jessica Currier and Rob 
Baker, January 19, 2008.  Jessica works  
for U.S. Customs and Border Protection in 
Washington, D.C., and Rob is a machinist 
with Allen, Mitchell and Co. 
Andy Hall and Emily Cutts, October 25.  
They live in Atlanta where Emily teaches 
fourth grade at Tritt Elementary School  
and Andy is a financial systems analyst  
at McKenna Long and Aldridge LLP.
Nicole Kuhne and Steven Bell, December 
21.  Both are in the U.S. Army, stationed  
at Fort Riley, Kan.  Nicole is in military 
intelligence and Steven is in the infantry.  
Amanda Stevenson Owens and John 
Boardman Banks, January 31.  They live  
in Dallas, Texas.
Joyce Towner and Bryan Williams, 
October 18.  They live in Rincon, Ga.
BIRTHS:  Ben and Jenny Hazlewood,  
a son, Sawyer Henry, November 14.   
They live in Signal Mountain, Tenn.
Matt and Jessica Miller Kelley,  
a daughter, Katharine Barry, January 28, 
Clarksville, Tenn.
04
THIS yEAR IS REUNION!
Lisa Fiacco was scheduled to graduate 
from the International MBA Program at  
the University of South Carolina in May.  
She has moved to Beijing, China, where 
she is spending 18 months studying the 
Chinese language.
Christi Hoffmeyer has been admitted 
into Georgetown University’s McDonough 
School of Business Class of 2011 MBA 
program as a Merit Scholar.
MARRIAGE:  Danny Marshall and 
Angela Johnson, November 22.  Danny  
is an account manager for Avis Budget 
Group.  They live in Atlanta.
05
Jessica Powell received her master’s 
degree in marine science from the Uni­
versity of South Florida this spring.  Her 
research involved studying depredation  
and angler interactions involving bottle­
nose dolphins in Sarasota Bay.
Elizabeth Mills Smith has been inducted 
into the Rho Chi Society, representing  
her standing in the top 10 percent of her 
class at the Mercer University College of 
Pharmacy in Atlanta.  She is scheduled  
to receive her Doctor of Pharmacy degree 
in 2011.
Heather Wilson graduated cum laude 
from Lander University in December with  
a Bachelor of Science in Nursing honors 
degree.  She received the Faculty Award  
of Excellence in Nursing.  She works with  
a medical­surgical unit at the Eastside 
campus of Greenville’s Bon Secours  
St. Francis Health System.  
MARRIAGE:  Franklin Liddell Teagle  
and Eleeza Kay Alpert, July 5.  They live  
in Brooklyn, N.Y., where he is endowment 
coordinator for the Brooklyn Academy of 
Music.  She is an elementary school teacher 
in the New York City schools.
06
Jason Lesley (M.A.) will become principal 
of Spearman Elementary School in 
Piedmont, S.C., July 1.  He most recently 
has been an assistant principal at Concrete 
Primary School and West Pelzer Elementary 
School. 
MARRIAGE:  Eva Clark and John 
Bateman, August 30.  John is an attorney 
with the U.S. Army JAG Corps.  Eva recently 
completed her law degree at the University 
of Richmond.  She is set to join the Nelson 
Mullins Riley & Scarborough LLP law firm  
in Greenville.
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When Jack Jezreel graduated from Furman in 1979 
and headed to divinity school at the University of Notre 
Dame, he did not know that he would ulti mately dedi­
cate his life to serving others. 
Thirty years later, Jezreel is the founder and exe­
cutive director of JustFaith Ministries, a social justice 
program based in Louisville, Ky.  Now in its 20th year, 
JustFaith offers work shops and programs that focus  
on preparing people of faith “to become prophets  
and dedicated servants of God’s compassion” by 
empow ering them “to develop a passion and thirst  
for justice.”
Jezreel, who started JustFaith Ministries while 
working at a Louisville church, returned to Furman  
in February for a presentation spon sored by the Lilly 
Center for Theological Explor a tion of Vocation.
As an undergraduate, Jezreel, who was then  
Jack Jones, played on the tennis team and graduated 
summa cum laude, Phi Beta Kappa, with a double 
major in philos ophy and religion.  He took five  
philos ophy classes with James Edwards, then in his  
first decade of teaching at Furman.  While it is some­
what unusual for a student to have the same pro fessor 
for so many classes, Jezreel says, “Jim’s teach ing echoes 
in my life, and so much of what he spoke about 
became some of the touchstones of the way I have 
crafted my life.” 
For his part, Edwards recalls the struggle Jezreel 
faced as a Catholic student trying to adapt to the 
Southern Baptist influences prevalent at Furman  
at the time.  “He was trying to understand various 
religious issues but was having trouble hashing them 
out because of the strong Protestant environment that 
surrounded him,” Edwards says.  “It made him a very 
interesting student.”
After graduating from Furman and Notre Dame, 
Jezreel went on to work for several relief organizations. 
During this time he met his wife, Maggie.  Their mar­
riage led to his name change.
“It is a cultural assumption that a woman’s iden­
tity becomes subjugated to male identity when she 
takes on the husband’s name in marriage,” he says.  
“This is one piece of the legacy of women being  
JUstfaitH prOgram prOmOtes cOmpassiOn, sOcial JUstice ...........................................................................................
some how secondary to the status  
of men.”
He and Maggie wanted their union 
to signify their future journey together.  
Echoing the biblical tradition of taking  
on a new name after being baptized, 
confirmed or joining a new religious 
community, they settled on “Jezreel,”  
a Hebrew word meaning “God sews.”
Jezreel says he did not become 
aware of the true meaning of his per­
sonal ministry until he lived among the 
homeless in a Catholic work community.  
Even after he gave up all of his posses­ 
s ions and dedicated himself to a life  
of service, though, he says he still clung  
to “a desire for recognition by others”  
for his good deeds. 
Eventually, he realized that true 
compassion emerges once we stop 
seeking recognition for our efforts.   
As he told the audience at the Lilly 
program, “We discover who we are  
by giving ourselves away.  We don’t do  
the work of compassion to get re wards.  
We do it so we can be changed.  We  
are changed by putting ourselves in the 
presence of those who are in crisis.”
Jezreel also suggests that any authen tic act of love 
requires a degree of sacrifice.  To better under stand 
this idea, he and his family lived for four years on  
a farm in Kentucky, where he raised his three daugh­ 
ters without electricity, running water or plumbing.  
They lived off the land.  As a result, he says, his children 
realize that they can make do with less and know  
what it means to live simply.
During its early years JustFaith essen tially targeted 
Louisville’s Catholic parishes, but its impact grew as 
more people com pleted the workshops and applied  
the lessons they learned in assisting the poor and 
vulnerable.  Today the ministry partners with several 
national and inter national groups, and its programs 
reach across denominational and state lines.
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For his efforts, Jezreel received the Catholic 
Church’s 2006 Harry A. Fagan Roundtable Award  
for social action leadership, which he has described  
as the “Oscar” of social ministry.  He has called the 
honor “a de facto award for JustFaith.  I haven’t done 
anything extraordinary.  But JustFaith has.”
Having weathered a bout with colon cancer four 
years ago (“I’m probably healthier now at 52 than I  
was as a tennis player at 22”), Jezreel makes it clear 
that he will continue to share his message of social 
justice and faith­based service for as long as he is able.
To learn more, visit www.justfaith.org.
— KATE HOFLER ’09
The author is a political science/English major from 
Darlington, S.C.
Charles Francis “Frank” Dawes ’36, 
January 3, Greenville.  In 1980 he retired 
from Liberty Life Insurance Company, where 
he last served as vice president.  He was  
a U.S. Navy veteran of World War II.
David Conrad Wakefield, Jr. ’37, April 
27, 2008, Anderson, S.C.  During World 
War II he was a flight instructor for the 
Army Air Corps and later retired from the 
Air Force Reserves, having commanded  
the Reserve wing in Anderson.  He owned 
David C. Wakefield Company, a real estate 
and insurance company, and served as 
president of both the Anderson Chamber 
of Commerce and Kiwanis.  He was a 
member of the Anderson board of South 
Carolina National Bank and was active  
in economic and industrial development.  
Eleanor Wright Anderson ’38, February 
6, Anderson, S.C.  She was a retired ele­
mentary school teacher in the Greenville 
County School System. 
Catherine Nash Johns ’38, February 20, 
Clemson, S.C.  She retired as school lunch 
program supervisor from Richland County 
(S.C.) School District 1.  A former member 
of the American School Food Services 
Association, she was past president of  
the South Carolina School Food Services 
Association.
Julian Pelham “Hoppy” Hopkins ’39, 
February 15, Columbia, S.C.  He retired  
in 1972 after 30 years of active military 
service, having seen duty in World War II, 
Korea and Vietnam.  He was a photo 
reconnaissance officer, technical observer 
and advanced aerial photographer; he  
flew 37 single aircraft, unarmed combat 
reconnaissance missions over Germany  
in the first aircraft to use a photo radar 
camera.  He left the Army Air Corps after 
World War II and worked as an entomolo­
gist for the state of South Carolina until  
he was recalled by the Air Force Reserves  
in 1951.  He served as a cartographic 
officer, was a member of the launch team 
pioneering U.S. space reconnaissance 
programs, and was an intelligence adviser.  
He was the recipient of 15 U.S. and foreign 
decorations, including the World War II 
Victory Medal.  He was active in commu­
nity service as director of the Chesterfield 
County chapter of the Red Cross, secretary 
of the Red Cross National Advisory Board 
for the Carolinas, chair of the South 
Carolina Blood Donor Program and chair  
of the Chesterfield Greater Town Commit­
tee.  In 2004 he received the W.D. Craig 
Lifetime Achievement Award.  He was  
a charter member of the World War II 
Memorial Foundation and the American  
Air Museum in Great Britain.
Milton Edward Hunt ’39, November 15, 
Travelers Rest, S.C.  He was self­employed 
in the appliance retail and well­pump 
supply business.  He served in the U.S.  
Air Force during World War II.  
Alice Elizabeth Gillespie Clyde ’41, 
February 21, Florence, S.C.  She worked  
as an accountant at the Myrtle Beach Air 
Force Base during World War II, taught  
in the public schools in Pamplico, S.C., and 
was owner/operator of Effingham Supply 
Company & Farms.  
William Redding DeLoache ’41, March 4, 
Greenville.  After service in the U.S. Army 
Medical Corps, he practiced pediatrics in 
South Carolina and founded the Christie 
Pediatric Group in Greenville, where he 
practiced for 20 years.  He later became 
director of nurseries for the Greenville 
Hospital System, establishing its first  
Neo natal Intensive Care Nursery.  He was 
an examiner for the American Board of 
Pediatrics and spearheaded passage of 
South Carolina legislation requiring child 
restraints in automobiles.  In retirement  
he continued to devote his time to children’s 
issues, including the establish ment of the 
William R. DeLoache Center for Develop­
mental Services.  He served on the boards 
of the Free Medical Clinic, the Children’s 
Hospital Development Council and Green­
ville’s Child.  He was a trustee of the 
Piedmont Healthcare Foundation and  
the Joe C. Davis Foundation.  
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Brad Bell has been elected banking  
officer at Athens (Ga.) First Bank & Trust.
Paul Greathouse is an analyst with 
Watson Wyatt Investment Consulting  
in Atlanta.
MARRIAGES:  Wesley Bray and Claire 
Wilson, December 6.  They live in Green­
ville where she is an events coordinator at 
Furman and he is a sales representative for 
ScanSource, Inc.  
Stephanie Marie Cox and Andrew  
de la Ronde Van Kirk, January 3.  Both are 
students at Princeton Theological Seminary 
in Princeton, N.J., where she is pursuing  
a Master of Divinity degree and he  
a Master of Theology degree.
08
Christina Henderson is a staff assistant  
in the office of Kay Hagan, Democratic  
U.S. senator from North Carolina.
John Tutterow of Charleston, S.C., 
received the 2008 Volunteer of the Year 
Award from the South Carolina Athletic 
Branch of the state Recreation and Parks 
Association for his work with Special 
Olympics athletes through the city of 
Charleston’s recreation department.  He  
is employed with Benefitfocus, a computer 
software company.
MARRIAGE:  Nancy Demetree and 
Joseph Nort ’07, November 22.  They  
live in Greenville.  
BIRTH:  Ryan (M.A.) and Tracey Glenn,  
a daughter, Madison Nicole, November 20, 
Pickens, S.C.  Ryan is employed at McKis­
sick Elementary School in the Pickens 
County School District. 
DEATHS
Ruth Owings ’28, February 25, Nashville, 
Tenn.  She taught music in schools and 
colleges in the southeastern United States 
and then in the Washington, D.C., area 
until her retirement in 1971.  She was  
a member of the Daughters of the  
Amer ican Revolution and the South 
Carolina Club of Nashville.  
Marion Thomas Anderson ’29, March 
22, Greenville.  He was a leader in the 
Greenville County School District for many 
years, serving as assistant superintendent 
from 1951 to 1960 and as superintendent 
from 1960 to 1970.  Under his direction 
Greenville County Schools were desegre­
gated by federal court order without 
serious incident.  In addition, 35 new 
buildings were constructed and every 
school in the district achieved both state 
and regional accreditation. Before coming 
to Greenville he taught at two South 
Carolina high schools and was principal  
of two elementary schools.  He joined the 
staff at Greenville High in 1937 and served 
as principal from 1940 to 1952.  In 1945  
he was granted permission to add the  
first 12th grade in the state.  Following  
his retirement as superintendent he was 
director of the Evening Division at Furman 
for three years.  His many professional 
activities included stints as president of  
the South Carolina Education Association, 
the state Association of School Adminis­
trators and the state Association of 
Secondary School Principals, and he 
chaired the Legislative Committee of  
the S.C. Retired Teachers Association.   
At various times he served on the boards  
at Furman, Greenville Technical College, 
The Baptist Courier, Senior Action and  
the United Way.  Furman awarded him an 
honorary Doctor of Letters degree in 1955.
Margaret Howard Barry ’34, April 5, 
2008, Fairfax, Va.  She was a retired school 
teacher.
Katharine Clardy Brandis ’35, January 
30, Lake Ridge, Va.  She was a second­
grade teacher at Thomas Jefferson Elemen­
tary School in Falls Church, Va., from the 
late 1950s until her retirement in 1979.  
She was a member of the Daughters  
of the American Revolution.
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When Jack Jezreel graduated from Furman in 1979 
and headed to divinity school at the University of Notre 
Dame, he did not know that he would ulti mately dedi­
cate his life to serving others. 
Thirty years later, Jezreel is the founder and exe­
cutive director of JustFaith Ministries, a social justice 
program based in Louisville, Ky.  Now in its 20th year, 
JustFaith offers work shops and programs that focus  
on preparing people of faith “to become prophets  
and dedicated servants of God’s compassion” by 
empow ering them “to develop a passion and thirst  
for justice.”
Jezreel, who started JustFaith Ministries while 
working at a Louisville church, returned to Furman  
in February for a presentation spon sored by the Lilly 
Center for Theological Explor a tion of Vocation.
As an undergraduate, Jezreel, who was then  
Jack Jones, played on the tennis team and graduated 
summa cum laude, Phi Beta Kappa, with a double 
major in philos ophy and religion.  He took five  
philos ophy classes with James Edwards, then in his  
first decade of teaching at Furman.  While it is some­
what unusual for a student to have the same pro fessor 
for so many classes, Jezreel says, “Jim’s teach ing echoes 
in my life, and so much of what he spoke about 
became some of the touchstones of the way I have 
crafted my life.” 
For his part, Edwards recalls the struggle Jezreel 
faced as a Catholic student trying to adapt to the 
Southern Baptist influences prevalent at Furman  
at the time.  “He was trying to understand various 
religious issues but was having trouble hashing them 
out because of the strong Protestant environment that 
surrounded him,” Edwards says.  “It made him a very 
interesting student.”
After graduating from Furman and Notre Dame, 
Jezreel went on to work for several relief organizations. 
During this time he met his wife, Maggie.  Their mar­
riage led to his name change.
“It is a cultural assumption that a woman’s iden­
tity becomes subjugated to male identity when she 
takes on the husband’s name in marriage,” he says.  
“This is one piece of the legacy of women being  
JUstfaitH prOgram prOmOtes cOmpassiOn, sOcial JUstice ...........................................................................................
some how secondary to the status  
of men.”
He and Maggie wanted their union 
to signify their future journey together.  
Echoing the biblical tradition of taking  
on a new name after being baptized, 
confirmed or joining a new religious 
community, they settled on “Jezreel,”  
a Hebrew word meaning “God sews.”
Jezreel says he did not become 
aware of the true meaning of his per­
sonal ministry until he lived among the 
homeless in a Catholic work community.  
Even after he gave up all of his posses­ 
s ions and dedicated himself to a life  
of service, though, he says he still clung  
to “a desire for recognition by others”  
for his good deeds. 
Eventually, he realized that true 
compassion emerges once we stop 
seeking recognition for our efforts.   
As he told the audience at the Lilly 
program, “We discover who we are  
by giving ourselves away.  We don’t do  
the work of compassion to get re wards.  
We do it so we can be changed.  We  
are changed by putting ourselves in the 
presence of those who are in crisis.”
Jezreel also suggests that any authen tic act of love 
requires a degree of sacrifice.  To better under stand 
this idea, he and his family lived for four years on  
a farm in Kentucky, where he raised his three daugh­ 
ters without electricity, running water or plumbing.  
They lived off the land.  As a result, he says, his children 
realize that they can make do with less and know  
what it means to live simply.
During its early years JustFaith essen tially targeted 
Louisville’s Catholic parishes, but its impact grew as 
more people com pleted the workshops and applied  
the lessons they learned in assisting the poor and 
vulnerable.  Today the ministry partners with several 
national and inter national groups, and its programs 
reach across denominational and state lines.
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For his efforts, Jezreel received the Catholic 
Church’s 2006 Harry A. Fagan Roundtable Award  
for social action leadership, which he has described  
as the “Oscar” of social ministry.  He has called the 
honor “a de facto award for JustFaith.  I haven’t done 
anything extraordinary.  But JustFaith has.”
Having weathered a bout with colon cancer four 
years ago (“I’m probably healthier now at 52 than I  
was as a tennis player at 22”), Jezreel makes it clear 
that he will continue to share his message of social 
justice and faith­based service for as long as he is able.
To learn more, visit www.justfaith.org.
— KATE HOFLER ’09
The author is a political science/English major from 
Darlington, S.C.
Charles Francis “Frank” Dawes ’36, 
January 3, Greenville.  In 1980 he retired 
from Liberty Life Insurance Company, where 
he last served as vice president.  He was  
a U.S. Navy veteran of World War II.
David Conrad Wakefield, Jr. ’37, April 
27, 2008, Anderson, S.C.  During World 
War II he was a flight instructor for the 
Army Air Corps and later retired from the 
Air Force Reserves, having commanded  
the Reserve wing in Anderson.  He owned 
David C. Wakefield Company, a real estate 
and insurance company, and served as 
president of both the Anderson Chamber 
of Commerce and Kiwanis.  He was a 
member of the Anderson board of South 
Carolina National Bank and was active  
in economic and industrial development.  
Eleanor Wright Anderson ’38, February 
6, Anderson, S.C.  She was a retired ele­
mentary school teacher in the Greenville 
County School System. 
Catherine Nash Johns ’38, February 20, 
Clemson, S.C.  She retired as school lunch 
program supervisor from Richland County 
(S.C.) School District 1.  A former member 
of the American School Food Services 
Association, she was past president of  
the South Carolina School Food Services 
Association.
Julian Pelham “Hoppy” Hopkins ’39, 
February 15, Columbia, S.C.  He retired  
in 1972 after 30 years of active military 
service, having seen duty in World War II, 
Korea and Vietnam.  He was a photo 
reconnaissance officer, technical observer 
and advanced aerial photographer; he  
flew 37 single aircraft, unarmed combat 
reconnaissance missions over Germany  
in the first aircraft to use a photo radar 
camera.  He left the Army Air Corps after 
World War II and worked as an entomolo­
gist for the state of South Carolina until  
he was recalled by the Air Force Reserves  
in 1951.  He served as a cartographic 
officer, was a member of the launch team 
pioneering U.S. space reconnaissance 
programs, and was an intelligence adviser.  
He was the recipient of 15 U.S. and foreign 
decorations, including the World War II 
Victory Medal.  He was active in commu­
nity service as director of the Chesterfield 
County chapter of the Red Cross, secretary 
of the Red Cross National Advisory Board 
for the Carolinas, chair of the South 
Carolina Blood Donor Program and chair  
of the Chesterfield Greater Town Commit­
tee.  In 2004 he received the W.D. Craig 
Lifetime Achievement Award.  He was  
a charter member of the World War II 
Memorial Foundation and the American  
Air Museum in Great Britain.
Milton Edward Hunt ’39, November 15, 
Travelers Rest, S.C.  He was self­employed 
in the appliance retail and well­pump 
supply business.  He served in the U.S.  
Air Force during World War II.  
Alice Elizabeth Gillespie Clyde ’41, 
February 21, Florence, S.C.  She worked  
as an accountant at the Myrtle Beach Air 
Force Base during World War II, taught  
in the public schools in Pamplico, S.C., and 
was owner/operator of Effingham Supply 
Company & Farms.  
William Redding DeLoache ’41, March 4, 
Greenville.  After service in the U.S. Army 
Medical Corps, he practiced pediatrics in 
South Carolina and founded the Christie 
Pediatric Group in Greenville, where he 
practiced for 20 years.  He later became 
director of nurseries for the Greenville 
Hospital System, establishing its first  
Neo natal Intensive Care Nursery.  He was 
an examiner for the American Board of 
Pediatrics and spearheaded passage of 
South Carolina legislation requiring child 
restraints in automobiles.  In retirement  
he continued to devote his time to children’s 
issues, including the establish ment of the 
William R. DeLoache Center for Develop­
mental Services.  He served on the boards 
of the Free Medical Clinic, the Children’s 
Hospital Development Council and Green­
ville’s Child.  He was a trustee of the 
Piedmont Healthcare Foundation and  
the Joe C. Davis Foundation.  
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Brad Bell has been elected banking  
officer at Athens (Ga.) First Bank & Trust.
Paul Greathouse is an analyst with 
Watson Wyatt Investment Consulting  
in Atlanta.
MARRIAGES:  Wesley Bray and Claire 
Wilson, December 6.  They live in Green­
ville where she is an events coordinator at 
Furman and he is a sales representative for 
ScanSource, Inc.  
Stephanie Marie Cox and Andrew  
de la Ronde Van Kirk, January 3.  Both are 
students at Princeton Theological Seminary 
in Princeton, N.J., where she is pursuing  
a Master of Divinity degree and he  
a Master of Theology degree.
08
Christina Henderson is a staff assistant  
in the office of Kay Hagan, Democratic  
U.S. senator from North Carolina.
John Tutterow of Charleston, S.C., 
received the 2008 Volunteer of the Year 
Award from the South Carolina Athletic 
Branch of the state Recreation and Parks 
Association for his work with Special 
Olympics athletes through the city of 
Charleston’s recreation department.  He  
is employed with Benefitfocus, a computer 
software company.
MARRIAGE:  Nancy Demetree and 
Joseph Nort ’07, November 22.  They  
live in Greenville.  
BIRTH:  Ryan (M.A.) and Tracey Glenn,  
a daughter, Madison Nicole, November 20, 
Pickens, S.C.  Ryan is employed at McKis­
sick Elementary School in the Pickens 
County School District. 
DEATHS
Ruth Owings ’28, February 25, Nashville, 
Tenn.  She taught music in schools and 
colleges in the southeastern United States 
and then in the Washington, D.C., area 
until her retirement in 1971.  She was  
a member of the Daughters of the  
Amer ican Revolution and the South 
Carolina Club of Nashville.  
Marion Thomas Anderson ’29, March 
22, Greenville.  He was a leader in the 
Greenville County School District for many 
years, serving as assistant superintendent 
from 1951 to 1960 and as superintendent 
from 1960 to 1970.  Under his direction 
Greenville County Schools were desegre­
gated by federal court order without 
serious incident.  In addition, 35 new 
buildings were constructed and every 
school in the district achieved both state 
and regional accreditation. Before coming 
to Greenville he taught at two South 
Carolina high schools and was principal  
of two elementary schools.  He joined the 
staff at Greenville High in 1937 and served 
as principal from 1940 to 1952.  In 1945  
he was granted permission to add the  
first 12th grade in the state.  Following  
his retirement as superintendent he was 
director of the Evening Division at Furman 
for three years.  His many professional 
activities included stints as president of  
the South Carolina Education Association, 
the state Association of School Adminis­
trators and the state Association of 
Secondary School Principals, and he 
chaired the Legislative Committee of  
the S.C. Retired Teachers Association.   
At various times he served on the boards  
at Furman, Greenville Technical College, 
The Baptist Courier, Senior Action and  
the United Way.  Furman awarded him an 
honorary Doctor of Letters degree in 1955.
Margaret Howard Barry ’34, April 5, 
2008, Fairfax, Va.  She was a retired school 
teacher.
Katharine Clardy Brandis ’35, January 
30, Lake Ridge, Va.  She was a second­
grade teacher at Thomas Jefferson Elemen­
tary School in Falls Church, Va., from the 
late 1950s until her retirement in 1979.  
She was a member of the Daughters  
of the American Revolution.
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Southern Baptist Hospital in New Orleans, 
La., and worked closely with the team  
that established national blood banks.   
She retrained in 1969 in medical tech­
nology and then worked for 20 years 
before retiring in 1990.  Her husband,  
Joe King, is professor emeritus of religion 
at Furman.
William Hazzard Barnwell II ’47, 
February 6, Charleston, S.C.  A retired 
cardiologist and professor at the Medical 
University of South Carolina, he was 
credited with initiating the cardiac reha­
bilitation program at the university.  He 
practiced cardiology at MUSC until July 
1995 and was director of cardiac rehabil­
itation for the next nine years before 
retiring.  He practiced general family 
medicine in Mount Pleasant, S.C., until 
1965, and completed a fellowship in 
cardiology at the University of North 
Carolina in 1969.  He was an Army Air 
Force veteran.
Dorothy Jane Martin Fleming ’47, 
December 14, Cleveland, N.C.  She was  
a social worker in the Carolinas for more 
than 30 years.  She was superintendent  
of public welfare for Rockingham County, 
N.C., from 1959 to 1961, and directed the 
Iredell County (N.C.) Department of Social 
Services from 1965 until she retired in 
1981.  She was president of the North 
Carolina Association of Directors of Social 
Services.  Active in the Altrusa Club of 
Statesville, N.C., and the Daughters of  
the American Revolution, she was a local 
director of the Bank of Iredell and United 
Carolina Bank.
Isabella O’Dell Williams ’47, January 5, 
Easley, S.C.  She was a longtime substitute 
teacher with the Greenville County School 
System.
Gene Blair Aiken ’48, December 19, 
Greenville.  She was a member of the 
Clarice Wilson Garden Club and the 
Furman Alumni Lunch Group.  
and member of the Board of Visitors at 
Charlotte Country Day School, was past 
president and treasurer of Wing Haven 
Foundation, and volunteered for the  
Tutor Able literacy program for the YMCA.   
He was chair of District 10 of the National 
Association of Securities Dealers and  
was an arbitrator for the New York  
Stock Exchange. 
Clifford Irvine Smith Morrow ’44, 
December 31, Charleston, S.C.  She had 
taught first and second grades at Fremont 
and Z.L. Madden elementary schools in 
Spartanburg, S.C., and was known for  
her talent at teaching reading.
Marion Robinson ’44, February 2, 
Medford, Ore.
Linda Franks Abercrombie ’45, February 
19, Laurens, S.C.  She was a talented 
musician and athlete and was active  
with the Martha Franks Singers.  She  
was May Queen at Furman.
William E. Fowler ’45, January 19, 
Charleston, S.C.  He served in the Pacific 
Theatre during World War II, participating 
in the first assault on Iwo Jima and in the 
landings on Okinawa.  He also witnessed 
the surrender of Japan in Tokyo Bay.  After 
leaving the Navy he began a career as an 
educator, serving in both the Virginia and 
South Carolina schools.  He was one of 
the first residents of Kiawah Island and  
was active in the formation of the town  
of Kiawah.  He was the first town admin­
istrator and was a charter member of the 
Kiawah­Seabrook Exchange Club.
Shirley Morris DuPree ’46, December  
19, Greenville.  She was a member of the 
Junior League of Greenville, the Assembly 
and the Quadrille.  
Mary Elizabeth Pettigrew King ’46, 
March 2, Greenville.  After graduating she 
enrolled for training in medical technology, 
a new field at the time, with the Kentucky 
Department of Health.  She was one of  
the first to be affiliated with the National 
Association of Medical Technologists.   
In the early 1950s she was employed at 
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Dorothy Harrison Lohr ’41, December 3, 
Ann Arbor, Mich.  She taught school for 
five years and then changed professions  
to clerical and administrative services.  She 
later worked for 22 years at the University 
of Michigan, where she retired from the 
Department of Classical Studies.
Margaret Pardue Morgan ’41, November 
28, Winston­Salem, N.C.  
Florine Williams Gantt ’42, December 
28, Myrtle Beach, S.C.  She was an ele­
mentary teacher and principal for 39 years 
in South Carolina schools, retiring in 1981.
John Belton Hammond ’42, March 5, 
Greenville.  He retired as comptroller of  
the Woolen Worsted Division of J.P. Stevens 
Company.  He was a U.S. Army Air Corps 
veteran of World War II.  
Judson Cooley “Pete” Martin, Sr. ’43, 
November 2, Greenville.  He was the 
former owner of Martin’s Woodworking 
and retired from C.L. Cannon, Inc.  He 
served in France during World War II  
and was awarded the Purple Heart.  
James Felix Clardy ’44, January 27, 
Charlotte, N.C.  A U.S. Army veteran,  
he served in the European Theatre during 
World War II.  Afterward he entered the 
securities industry with McCarley and Co. 
in Charlotte.  In 1960 he formed South­
eastern Securities, which merged with 
Hornblower & Weeks in 1963, where he 
served as manager of the Southern 
Division.  He was elected general partner  
in 1965 and was on the firm’s executive 
committee.  He retired in 1987 as resident 
manager of the Charlotte office of Paine 
Webber (now UBS).  He was a trustee  
The precarious state of the national economy continues to provide 
challenges for institutions of higher education.  Furman is no exception.
Through careful planning, the university has been able to develop 
balanced budgets for this year and next — without laying off employees  
or eliminating academic programs.  Among the steps Furman has taken are 
delaying purchases of non­academic equipment, instituting a reduction in 
operating budgets, enacting a hiring freeze and deferring some maintenance 
needs.  At the same time, the university was able to increase its financial aid 
budget by more than $400,000 for 2009­10 in an effort to ensure that all 
qualified students will be able to enroll in the fall.
As President David Shi said in a letter to parents in March, “Our 
challenge — and our commitment — is to reduce expenditures while 
sustaining the quality of the educational experience.  We are determined  
to continue to maintain small class sizes and offer the high quality education 
you and your students expect and deserve.”
The university has established a Web page, www.furman.edu/finance, 
that provides information about how Furman (and higher education in 
general) is dealing with the economic crisis.  The site is updated regularly 
and includes information on such topics as financial aid options for  
pro spective students and how Furman manages and draws from  
its endowment.
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in the U.S. Army during World War II and 
was awarded a Service Medal with two 
bronze service stars, a World War II Victory 
Medal and an Occupation Medal.
Grady Frank Ellenburg ’51, December 29, 
2007, Ninety Six, S.C.  
Carroll Francis Godwin ’51, February 11, 
Lake City, S.C.  He was retired from the city 
of Lake City, where he was a past Citizen 
of the Year.  He was a member of the city’s 
Rotary Club and Development Corporation. 
Frank E. Granger ’51, December 9, 
Greenville.  He worked in insurance for 
many years and was a church music director, 
most recently at Grace Baptist Church.   
He was a U.S. Army veteran of World War II, 
serving in France and Germany.
Bruce Strickler Harrison ’51, January 12, 
Winston­Salem, N.C.  An active bridge 
player, he was a first line supervisor at 
Western Electric before his retirement.  
Joseph Earl Morris ’51, January 1, 
Westminster, S.C.  He owned Morris 
Flowers and was known for his floral 
designs.  He was also a former owner  
of Westminster Drug Store.  He was  
a past member of Westminster Rotary  
and Westminster Chamber of Commerce 
and a former city councilman.  He saw 
service with the U.S. Army in China,  
Burma and India during World War II.
Julia Rose Wright Sublette ’51, January 
27, Fort Walton Beach, Fla.  Active with  
the local chapter of the American Asso­
ciation of University Women, she was  
a member of the Southern Association  
of Women Historians and a frequent 
contributor to Native American causes.  
She was Southern Division chair of the 
Music Teachers National Association,  
held several leadership positions in the 
Florida State Music Teachers Association 
(FSMTA), and was active with the National 
Guild of Piano Teachers and the Okaloosa 
County Music Teachers Association.  She 
edited several professional journals and  
at the time of her death was president  
of FSMTA District 1.  She taught at North 
Thomas Emerson Bell ’48, February 14, 
Callison, S.C.  He was a U.S. Navy veteran 
of World War II and had retired from Sears 
Roebuck in Greenville.
Virginia Balentine Martin ’48, February 
14, Greenville.  
Boyd Newsome Hooks ’49, January 19, 
Charlotte, N.C.  He was a U.S. Navy veteran 
of World War II.  
Mary Nell Ellerbe Henderson Hurley 
’49, February 14, Greenville.  She was 
coordinator of volunteer services at 
Greenville General Hospital for many  
years.  She was a member of LaSertoma 
and Jayceettes, both of which she served 
as president.
Williams Cochrane Jones ’49, February 
27, Greenville.  He was employed in the 
wholesale millwork and building materials 
industry and served on the board of the 
National Sash and Door Jobbers Associa­
tion.  He was a Paul Harris Fellow of the 
Rotary Club of Greenville, and was a 
trustee for the Faith Memorial Chapel  
at Cedar Mountain, N.C.  
Janet Parsons Spencer ’49, December 29, 
2007, Casselberry, Fla.
Edith Swann ’49, February 20, Mars Hill, 
N.C.  She was employed at the Farm Office 
in Statesville, N.C., before moving to Mars 
Hill College, where she worked in the 
financial office for 29 years.  She also  
spent time as a missionary in France,  
Africa, Mexico and Bolivia.  
Sara Adams Rutledge ’50, March 2, 
Columbia, S.C.  She was active in the arts 
and attended a course on porcelain repair 
through the London Museum.  With her 
husband, Jim, she established the Rutledge 
Company in 1980 to continue the preser­
vation of fine art and antiques, including 
fine porcelains.  She retired from their 
business in 1999.  
Jesse Lee Ballew ’51, December 6,  
Shelby, N.C.  An ordained Baptist minister, 
he was pastor of several churches in North 
Carolina.  With his wife, Violet, he provided 
a grief program for Carothers Funeral 
Homes in Gaston County, N.C.  He served 
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I wanted to follow up on a misper­
ception in an article in the Winter 2009 
Furman magazine.
In “The Quest for Eden” (about  
Jewel and Claude McRoberts’ battle  
with international red tape while trying  
to adopt a child, Eden, from Vietnam),  
the article states that the couple ruled  
out adopting domestically for two main 
reasons:  the birth mother chooses the 
parent, and adoptions are open.
While in many adoptions this is the 
case, it is not always true for private or 
public adoptions.  For example, the tens of thousands of children awaiting adoption 
in the foster care system will, in all likelihood, not be in an “open” adoption situation.
I felt the need to follow up on this common misperception because there are  
so many myths that float around about adoption.  I don’t want potential adoptive 
parents to assume that adopting domestically is not an option, as these myths are 
especially prevalent around domestic adoptions.
letter seeKs aDOptiOn clarificatiOn ..............................................................................................................................................
I can’t tell you the number of times that I, as a white woman, am asked what 
country my African­American daughter was adopted from, assuming that she would 
not be from the United States.  We had an incredibly smooth time adopting her  
10 years ago, and it was one of the best decisions we have ever made.
— SUSAN CLAMPET-LUNDqUIST ’91
Philadelphia, Pa.
Editor’s note:  The article in question did not intend to dissuade anyone from 
pursuing a domestic adoption or to mislead about the options available.  After 
thoroughly researching the possibilities, Jewel and Claude McRoberts determined 
that, based on their interests and family dynamics, international adoption was  
the best choice for them.
Since the article was published, Jewel Giesy McRoberts ’94 and three friends 
who have also adopted children from Vietnam have begun a ministry called Moms 
for Vietnam.  Through partnerships with churches and international aid organiza-
tions, they hope to start a home for orphans and to work to eradicate the problem  
of young girls being sold into the sex trade.  
To learn more, visit www.momsforvietnam.com.
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Southern Baptist Hospital in New Orleans, 
La., and worked closely with the team  
that established national blood banks.   
She retrained in 1969 in medical tech­
nology and then worked for 20 years 
before retiring in 1990.  Her husband,  
Joe King, is professor emeritus of religion 
at Furman.
William Hazzard Barnwell II ’47, 
February 6, Charleston, S.C.  A retired 
cardiologist and professor at the Medical 
University of South Carolina, he was 
credited with initiating the cardiac reha­
bilitation program at the university.  He 
practiced cardiology at MUSC until July 
1995 and was director of cardiac rehabil­
itation for the next nine years before 
retiring.  He practiced general family 
medicine in Mount Pleasant, S.C., until 
1965, and completed a fellowship in 
cardiology at the University of North 
Carolina in 1969.  He was an Army Air 
Force veteran.
Dorothy Jane Martin Fleming ’47, 
December 14, Cleveland, N.C.  She was  
a social worker in the Carolinas for more 
than 30 years.  She was superintendent  
of public welfare for Rockingham County, 
N.C., from 1959 to 1961, and directed the 
Iredell County (N.C.) Department of Social 
Services from 1965 until she retired in 
1981.  She was president of the North 
Carolina Association of Directors of Social 
Services.  Active in the Altrusa Club of 
Statesville, N.C., and the Daughters of  
the American Revolution, she was a local 
director of the Bank of Iredell and United 
Carolina Bank.
Isabella O’Dell Williams ’47, January 5, 
Easley, S.C.  She was a longtime substitute 
teacher with the Greenville County School 
System.
Gene Blair Aiken ’48, December 19, 
Greenville.  She was a member of the 
Clarice Wilson Garden Club and the 
Furman Alumni Lunch Group.  
and member of the Board of Visitors at 
Charlotte Country Day School, was past 
president and treasurer of Wing Haven 
Foundation, and volunteered for the  
Tutor Able literacy program for the YMCA.   
He was chair of District 10 of the National 
Association of Securities Dealers and  
was an arbitrator for the New York  
Stock Exchange. 
Clifford Irvine Smith Morrow ’44, 
December 31, Charleston, S.C.  She had 
taught first and second grades at Fremont 
and Z.L. Madden elementary schools in 
Spartanburg, S.C., and was known for  
her talent at teaching reading.
Marion Robinson ’44, February 2, 
Medford, Ore.
Linda Franks Abercrombie ’45, February 
19, Laurens, S.C.  She was a talented 
musician and athlete and was active  
with the Martha Franks Singers.  She  
was May Queen at Furman.
William E. Fowler ’45, January 19, 
Charleston, S.C.  He served in the Pacific 
Theatre during World War II, participating 
in the first assault on Iwo Jima and in the 
landings on Okinawa.  He also witnessed 
the surrender of Japan in Tokyo Bay.  After 
leaving the Navy he began a career as an 
educator, serving in both the Virginia and 
South Carolina schools.  He was one of 
the first residents of Kiawah Island and  
was active in the formation of the town  
of Kiawah.  He was the first town admin­
istrator and was a charter member of the 
Kiawah­Seabrook Exchange Club.
Shirley Morris DuPree ’46, December  
19, Greenville.  She was a member of the 
Junior League of Greenville, the Assembly 
and the Quadrille.  
Mary Elizabeth Pettigrew King ’46, 
March 2, Greenville.  After graduating she 
enrolled for training in medical technology, 
a new field at the time, with the Kentucky 
Department of Health.  She was one of  
the first to be affiliated with the National 
Association of Medical Technologists.   
In the early 1950s she was employed at 
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Dorothy Harrison Lohr ’41, December 3, 
Ann Arbor, Mich.  She taught school for 
five years and then changed professions  
to clerical and administrative services.  She 
later worked for 22 years at the University 
of Michigan, where she retired from the 
Department of Classical Studies.
Margaret Pardue Morgan ’41, November 
28, Winston­Salem, N.C.  
Florine Williams Gantt ’42, December 
28, Myrtle Beach, S.C.  She was an ele­
mentary teacher and principal for 39 years 
in South Carolina schools, retiring in 1981.
John Belton Hammond ’42, March 5, 
Greenville.  He retired as comptroller of  
the Woolen Worsted Division of J.P. Stevens 
Company.  He was a U.S. Army Air Corps 
veteran of World War II.  
Judson Cooley “Pete” Martin, Sr. ’43, 
November 2, Greenville.  He was the 
former owner of Martin’s Woodworking 
and retired from C.L. Cannon, Inc.  He 
served in France during World War II  
and was awarded the Purple Heart.  
James Felix Clardy ’44, January 27, 
Charlotte, N.C.  A U.S. Army veteran,  
he served in the European Theatre during 
World War II.  Afterward he entered the 
securities industry with McCarley and Co. 
in Charlotte.  In 1960 he formed South­
eastern Securities, which merged with 
Hornblower & Weeks in 1963, where he 
served as manager of the Southern 
Division.  He was elected general partner  
in 1965 and was on the firm’s executive 
committee.  He retired in 1987 as resident 
manager of the Charlotte office of Paine 
Webber (now UBS).  He was a trustee  
The precarious state of the national economy continues to provide 
challenges for institutions of higher education.  Furman is no exception.
Through careful planning, the university has been able to develop 
balanced budgets for this year and next — without laying off employees  
or eliminating academic programs.  Among the steps Furman has taken are 
delaying purchases of non­academic equipment, instituting a reduction in 
operating budgets, enacting a hiring freeze and deferring some maintenance 
needs.  At the same time, the university was able to increase its financial aid 
budget by more than $400,000 for 2009­10 in an effort to ensure that all 
qualified students will be able to enroll in the fall.
As President David Shi said in a letter to parents in March, “Our 
challenge — and our commitment — is to reduce expenditures while 
sustaining the quality of the educational experience.  We are determined  
to continue to maintain small class sizes and offer the high quality education 
you and your students expect and deserve.”
The university has established a Web page, www.furman.edu/finance, 
that provides information about how Furman (and higher education in 
general) is dealing with the economic crisis.  The site is updated regularly 
and includes information on such topics as financial aid options for  
pro spective students and how Furman manages and draws from  
its endowment.
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in the U.S. Army during World War II and 
was awarded a Service Medal with two 
bronze service stars, a World War II Victory 
Medal and an Occupation Medal.
Grady Frank Ellenburg ’51, December 29, 
2007, Ninety Six, S.C.  
Carroll Francis Godwin ’51, February 11, 
Lake City, S.C.  He was retired from the city 
of Lake City, where he was a past Citizen 
of the Year.  He was a member of the city’s 
Rotary Club and Development Corporation. 
Frank E. Granger ’51, December 9, 
Greenville.  He worked in insurance for 
many years and was a church music director, 
most recently at Grace Baptist Church.   
He was a U.S. Army veteran of World War II, 
serving in France and Germany.
Bruce Strickler Harrison ’51, January 12, 
Winston­Salem, N.C.  An active bridge 
player, he was a first line supervisor at 
Western Electric before his retirement.  
Joseph Earl Morris ’51, January 1, 
Westminster, S.C.  He owned Morris 
Flowers and was known for his floral 
designs.  He was also a former owner  
of Westminster Drug Store.  He was  
a past member of Westminster Rotary  
and Westminster Chamber of Commerce 
and a former city councilman.  He saw 
service with the U.S. Army in China,  
Burma and India during World War II.
Julia Rose Wright Sublette ’51, January 
27, Fort Walton Beach, Fla.  Active with  
the local chapter of the American Asso­
ciation of University Women, she was  
a member of the Southern Association  
of Women Historians and a frequent 
contributor to Native American causes.  
She was Southern Division chair of the 
Music Teachers National Association,  
held several leadership positions in the 
Florida State Music Teachers Association 
(FSMTA), and was active with the National 
Guild of Piano Teachers and the Okaloosa 
County Music Teachers Association.  She 
edited several professional journals and  
at the time of her death was president  
of FSMTA District 1.  She taught at North 
Thomas Emerson Bell ’48, February 14, 
Callison, S.C.  He was a U.S. Navy veteran 
of World War II and had retired from Sears 
Roebuck in Greenville.
Virginia Balentine Martin ’48, February 
14, Greenville.  
Boyd Newsome Hooks ’49, January 19, 
Charlotte, N.C.  He was a U.S. Navy veteran 
of World War II.  
Mary Nell Ellerbe Henderson Hurley 
’49, February 14, Greenville.  She was 
coordinator of volunteer services at 
Greenville General Hospital for many  
years.  She was a member of LaSertoma 
and Jayceettes, both of which she served 
as president.
Williams Cochrane Jones ’49, February 
27, Greenville.  He was employed in the 
wholesale millwork and building materials 
industry and served on the board of the 
National Sash and Door Jobbers Associa­
tion.  He was a Paul Harris Fellow of the 
Rotary Club of Greenville, and was a 
trustee for the Faith Memorial Chapel  
at Cedar Mountain, N.C.  
Janet Parsons Spencer ’49, December 29, 
2007, Casselberry, Fla.
Edith Swann ’49, February 20, Mars Hill, 
N.C.  She was employed at the Farm Office 
in Statesville, N.C., before moving to Mars 
Hill College, where she worked in the 
financial office for 29 years.  She also  
spent time as a missionary in France,  
Africa, Mexico and Bolivia.  
Sara Adams Rutledge ’50, March 2, 
Columbia, S.C.  She was active in the arts 
and attended a course on porcelain repair 
through the London Museum.  With her 
husband, Jim, she established the Rutledge 
Company in 1980 to continue the preser­
vation of fine art and antiques, including 
fine porcelains.  She retired from their 
business in 1999.  
Jesse Lee Ballew ’51, December 6,  
Shelby, N.C.  An ordained Baptist minister, 
he was pastor of several churches in North 
Carolina.  With his wife, Violet, he provided 
a grief program for Carothers Funeral 
Homes in Gaston County, N.C.  He served 
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I wanted to follow up on a misper­
ception in an article in the Winter 2009 
Furman magazine.
In “The Quest for Eden” (about  
Jewel and Claude McRoberts’ battle  
with international red tape while trying  
to adopt a child, Eden, from Vietnam),  
the article states that the couple ruled  
out adopting domestically for two main 
reasons:  the birth mother chooses the 
parent, and adoptions are open.
While in many adoptions this is the 
case, it is not always true for private or 
public adoptions.  For example, the tens of thousands of children awaiting adoption 
in the foster care system will, in all likelihood, not be in an “open” adoption situation.
I felt the need to follow up on this common misperception because there are  
so many myths that float around about adoption.  I don’t want potential adoptive 
parents to assume that adopting domestically is not an option, as these myths are 
especially prevalent around domestic adoptions.
letter seeKs aDOptiOn clarificatiOn ..............................................................................................................................................
I can’t tell you the number of times that I, as a white woman, am asked what 
country my African­American daughter was adopted from, assuming that she would 
not be from the United States.  We had an incredibly smooth time adopting her  
10 years ago, and it was one of the best decisions we have ever made.
— SUSAN CLAMPET-LUNDqUIST ’91
Philadelphia, Pa.
Editor’s note:  The article in question did not intend to dissuade anyone from 
pursuing a domestic adoption or to mislead about the options available.  After 
thoroughly researching the possibilities, Jewel and Claude McRoberts determined 
that, based on their interests and family dynamics, international adoption was  
the best choice for them.
Since the article was published, Jewel Giesy McRoberts ’94 and three friends 
who have also adopted children from Vietnam have begun a ministry called Moms 
for Vietnam.  Through partnerships with churches and international aid organiza-
tions, they hope to start a home for orphans and to work to eradicate the problem  
of young girls being sold into the sex trade.  
To learn more, visit www.momsforvietnam.com.
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Jerry Mills Stewart ’75, December 21, 
Piedmont, S.C.  He was a retired assistant 
registrar with Greenville Technical College.  
He served in the U.S. Navy and was retired 
from the U.S. Air Force.  He saw service  
in both the Korean conflict and the 
Vietnam War.
Virginia Carole Penick, M.A. ’82, 
February 16, Greenville.  She taught in 
Greenville County Schools, retiring from 
Northwest Middle School in 2001.  She 
pre viously taught in Maryland and 
Kentucky and was a member of both  
the National Education Association and  
the National Council of Teachers of 
Mathematics.
Robert G. Roma ’82, December 9, 
Mendham, N.J.  He was the owner of  
the Newco Uniform Company in Newark 
for 20 years, and was active as a youth 
sports coach.
Karin M. Walsh Faulkner ’95,  
December 15, Cary, N.C.  A Phi Beta  
Kappa graduate in music and French,  
she went on to earn a master’s degree in 
international business from the University 
of South Carolina.  She worked for Bosch 
in Paris, Dynamic Data Solutions and 
PricewaterhouseCoopers before devel oping 
her own Web design company.  She was  
an accomplished harpist and was active  
in Business Network International and 
Mothers of Preschoolers.  She was  
an advocate for adoption, and she and  
her husband, Steve, adopted a 15­month­
old from Russia in 2005 and two 1­year­
olds from Vietnam in 2008.  Visit  
www.karinupdates.blogspot.com for the 
story of her courageous final months.
Gladys Goodman McCorkle, January 10, 
Greenville.  She worked as box office 
manager for the Furman drama/theatre 
arts department for 20 years.  Upon her 
retirement the lobby of the Furman Play­
house was named in her honor.  She served 
for 45 years as organist, elder, Sunday 
school teacher and friendship circle leader 
at John Calvin Presbyterian Church.
Martha Willis Gray O’Neal ’59, January 
28, Miami, Fla.  She worked in cancer 
research at the Medical College of Virginia 
and was a medical technologist.  She was 
Miss Greenville in 1958 and a runner­up  
for Miss South Carolina.  
Jeff Nickolas Price ’62, January 20,  
Easley, S.C.  He was a retired Southern 
Baptist minister, having served as pastor  
of Hillcrest Baptist Church in Charlotte, 
N.C., and Arial Baptist Church in Easley.  
Ralph Donald Cannon, Sr., M.A. ’64, 
February 5, Spartanburg, S.C.  He retired 
from Spartanburg School District 6 after  
a long career as teacher, coach and admin­
istrator.  He was a U.S. Army veteran of the 
Korean War and was a retired commander 
of the 228th Signal Brigade of the S.C. 
Army National Guard. 
Charles Glenn Scaff, Jr. ’65, October 12, 
Jacksonville, Fla.  He was retired from AT&T 
as a regional manager.  
Allen M. Cornwell ’66, April 12, 2008, 
Cramerton, N.C.  
Ronald Edward Ginnetty ’66, February 2, 
Honea Path, S.C.  He worked for Meyers­ 
Arnold, Rich’s and Radio Shack and was 
retired from the U.S. Postal Service in 
Mount Pleasant, S.C.  He was a U.S. Air 
Force veteran.
Louise Hinson Bell, M.A. ’69, February 
16, Greenwood, S.C.  She taught school  
in a number of South Carolina counties  
and was a reading supervisor in Greenville 
County schools.  She was a member  
of Alpha Delta Kappa.  
Theron Woodruff Dillard, Jr., M.A.’72, 
December 2, Charleston, S.C.  He was 
retired from the administration of Special 
Schools of South Carolina State Technical 
School Systems.
John Wilson Payne ’74, February 5, 
Lyman, S.C.  He was pastor of five churches 
before retiring from Mountain View Baptist 
Church in Boiling Springs, S.C.  He served 
in the U.S. Air Force during the Vietnam 
War and as a chaplain in the U.S. Army  
at Walter Reed Hospital.  
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West Florida State College for 30 years and  
also at Troy State University and the Uni­
versity of West Florida.  While living in  
Falls Church, Va., she was a performing 
member of the Friday Morning Music Club.
William Carl Lindsey ’52, March 3, 2008, 
Townville, S.C.  A Baptist minister, he 
served several churches in South Carolina.  
He was a U.S. Army veteran of World War II.
Marilyn Hunt Chambers ’53, November 
9, Greenville.  
Carolyn Moore Watts ’53, February 18, 
Greer, S.C.  
Elizabeth Edwards Cobb ’54, February 7, 
Corbin, Ky.  She taught for 41 years at 
Clinton (Tenn.) High School, where she  
also served as assistant director of athletics, 
cheerleader and dance team sponsor,  
and senior sponsor.  She was one of the 
first inductees in the Clinton High School 
Wall of Fame in 2006 and served as grand 
marshal for that year’s Homecoming parade. 
Ansel Clifford Owens ’54, January 30, 
Greenville.  He was manager of Southern 
Motor Finance for 30 years and then 
worked for 20 years at Dilco of Greenville.  
He held various offices in civic organiza­
tions, including the presidency of the 
Parker Rotary Club.  He was a U.S. Navy 
veteran of World War II.
Kay Wilda Bell ’55, January 31, Asheville, 
N.C.  She worked as a music teacher with 
the Buncombe County (N.C.) School 
System for 38 years.  She was Teacher  
of the Year at Estes Elementary School  
and was past president of the Delta Kappa 
Gamma Society.
Wilma McAbee Cox, M.A. ’55,  
January 2, Travelers Rest, S.C.  She was  
a retired teacher who taught at Slater­
Marietta High School and in the Miami­
Dade County (Fla.) School System.
William M. “Pot” Lindsay ’55, February 
11, Spartanburg, S.C.  Before enrolling at 
Furman, he was a three­sport star at what 
was then North Greenville Junior College 
and was inducted into the school’s Athletic 
Hall of Fame in 2004.  He worked with 
Pfizer Labs Inc. as a pharmaceutical sales 
representative from 1957 to 1996.  He 
served on the Spartanburg City Council 
from 1962 to 1996 and was active in the 
National Guard, from which he was retired.
Mary Lott Smith ’55, February 3, 
Williston, S.C.  She worked in Williston 
School District 29 for 25 years as a special 
education teacher and administrator.  
Barbara Goodman Graham ’57, May 26, 
2008, Aurora, Ill.  She was employed at 
Doctor’s Data for 30 years.
Flora LaCoste Reynolds ’58, December 
23, Winston­Salem, N.C.  She was a former 
educator.
Henry Perry Nichols ’59, December 19, 
Mauldin, S.C.  After service in West Germany 
with the U.S. Army, he started his business 
career as a merchant of goods and services. 
In 1988 he founded a loan business, which 
he managed until his retirement.
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There’s no need to whisper when walking into  
the Carnegie Library in Union County, S.C.  The “shhh” 
mentality left in 2005.
Laughing teenagers dancing to songs just down­
loaded to their iPods are common.  A better effort  
to warmly greet patrons while providing a more up­ 
to­date collection also was embraced.
That’s part of the reason the library has more 
visitors.  It’s also part of the reason it has been named 
the best small library in America.
The recognition has been celebrated across Union, 
and the honor has sunk in with some of the youth who 
fill the library after school.
“It’s pretty cool, a little town like Union getting  
a big award,” said Bruce Means, 13.
“Best Small Library in America” is an award 
sponsored by Library Journal and the Bill & Melinda 
Gates Foundation.  Union’s is the fifth library to receive 
the award.  It was chosen from a field of more than  
60 libraries across the country.  The library was on  
the cover of the February issue of Library Journal,  
and it received a $15,000 prize.
“Union is incredibly dynamic for how much money 
it operates on,” says Rebecca Miller, executive editor  
of Library Journal.  “It’s a Cinderella story in a way.  
They’ve done a lot with what they have.  It means the 
taxpayers are getting a lot of return for their money, 
but that doesn’t mean they don’t need more money.”
A lot of credit is given to Nancy Rosenwald, the 
library’s director.  Rosenwald, a 1976 Furman graduate, 
took the job in October 2005 after living in Con­ 
nect icut for 22 years.  She saw a picture of the historic 
library and decided to apply for the job.  She said  
her first priority was to improve customer service.
“There was this attitude of the scary librarian who 
went ‘shhh,’ ” Rosenwald says.  “[I thought] let’s get 
people in to make them feel happy and comfortable.”
Cindy Walton, the children’s librarian, has worked 
at the library almost five years, and she’s watched  
the transformation.  “The first time I walked in here,  
I was wondering, ‘Why did I get this job?’ ” Walton 
says.  “It was not very people­friendly.  Now it is.   
It’s not just a little change.  It’s a huge change.”
Rosenwald hired teens and accepted teen 
sHe HeaDs tHe Best small liBrary in america .........................................................................................................................
volunteers.  Some of the eight full­time staff members 
also have experience working in retail.
Rosenwald says the library’s staff started providing 
more one­on­one help for those using computers.  The 
building also became more kid­friendly.  The 104­year­
old structure is in a historic district, and she received 
permission to paint the children’s section bright yellow.
Many of her daughter’s stuffed animals rest atop 
bookshelves, and stacks of board games entertain kids 
spending their after­school hours in the library.  Snacks 
are sometimes available, too.
Union County’s population is about 29,000, and 
Rosenwald says the library has about 13,000 regular 
patrons. 
“We’re probably circulating close to 9,000 books 
a month, which is amazing,” she says.  “Half of those 
are kids’ books.  People say kids aren’t reading, but ha! 
Yes they are.  The kids that hang out here are reading 
like crazy.”
Teens also have their own section with three 
computers, books and places to sit.  
Rosenwald says the $15,000 prize could be used 
to upgrade the library’s phone system, which doesn’t 
have voice mail, and purchasing more computers.   
The library has 19 computers.
“The more computers we can get, the better,”  
she says.
The adult section of the library, which has seven 
computers, was added in 1986, and a dirt basement  
is below it.  Rosenwald says the library has an archi­
tect’s rendering of what that space could look like if 
completed.  It would cost an estimated $1.5 million.
“Doing a capital campaign is a big step, but we 
have to look at it,” she says.
She adds that the library, which operates mostly 
on the $200,000 it gets from the county’s property 
taxes, is bracing to receive less money from the state 
because of the economic climate.
In March, the library hosted its first golf tourna­
ment as a fundraiser to purchase new materials.  The 
flier for the tournament mentioned that it’s America’s 
Best Small Library.
The library staff is enjoying the notoriety.  “The 
community is so excited,” Rosenwald says.  “I kind  
of feel like a star.  I go places and people are like, 
‘That’s the library lady.’ ”
— DUDLEY BROWN
Reprinted with permission from the February 8 edition 
of the Spartanburg (S.C.) Herald­Journal.   
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Nancy Rosenwald shows off the cover story on Carnegie Library in the Library Journal.
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Jerry Mills Stewart ’75, December 21, 
Piedmont, S.C.  He was a retired assistant 
registrar with Greenville Technical College.  
He served in the U.S. Navy and was retired 
from the U.S. Air Force.  He saw service  
in both the Korean conflict and the 
Vietnam War.
Virginia Carole Penick, M.A. ’82, 
February 16, Greenville.  She taught in 
Greenville County Schools, retiring from 
Northwest Middle School in 2001.  She 
pre viously taught in Maryland and 
Kentucky and was a member of both  
the National Education Association and  
the National Council of Teachers of 
Mathematics.
Robert G. Roma ’82, December 9, 
Mendham, N.J.  He was the owner of  
the Newco Uniform Company in Newark 
for 20 years, and was active as a youth 
sports coach.
Karin M. Walsh Faulkner ’95,  
December 15, Cary, N.C.  A Phi Beta  
Kappa graduate in music and French,  
she went on to earn a master’s degree in 
international business from the University 
of South Carolina.  She worked for Bosch 
in Paris, Dynamic Data Solutions and 
PricewaterhouseCoopers before devel oping 
her own Web design company.  She was  
an accomplished harpist and was active  
in Business Network International and 
Mothers of Preschoolers.  She was  
an advocate for adoption, and she and  
her husband, Steve, adopted a 15­month­
old from Russia in 2005 and two 1­year­
olds from Vietnam in 2008.  Visit  
www.karinupdates.blogspot.com for the 
story of her courageous final months.
Gladys Goodman McCorkle, January 10, 
Greenville.  She worked as box office 
manager for the Furman drama/theatre 
arts department for 20 years.  Upon her 
retirement the lobby of the Furman Play­
house was named in her honor.  She served 
for 45 years as organist, elder, Sunday 
school teacher and friendship circle leader 
at John Calvin Presbyterian Church.
Martha Willis Gray O’Neal ’59, January 
28, Miami, Fla.  She worked in cancer 
research at the Medical College of Virginia 
and was a medical technologist.  She was 
Miss Greenville in 1958 and a runner­up  
for Miss South Carolina.  
Jeff Nickolas Price ’62, January 20,  
Easley, S.C.  He was a retired Southern 
Baptist minister, having served as pastor  
of Hillcrest Baptist Church in Charlotte, 
N.C., and Arial Baptist Church in Easley.  
Ralph Donald Cannon, Sr., M.A. ’64, 
February 5, Spartanburg, S.C.  He retired 
from Spartanburg School District 6 after  
a long career as teacher, coach and admin­
istrator.  He was a U.S. Army veteran of the 
Korean War and was a retired commander 
of the 228th Signal Brigade of the S.C. 
Army National Guard. 
Charles Glenn Scaff, Jr. ’65, October 12, 
Jacksonville, Fla.  He was retired from AT&T 
as a regional manager.  
Allen M. Cornwell ’66, April 12, 2008, 
Cramerton, N.C.  
Ronald Edward Ginnetty ’66, February 2, 
Honea Path, S.C.  He worked for Meyers­ 
Arnold, Rich’s and Radio Shack and was 
retired from the U.S. Postal Service in 
Mount Pleasant, S.C.  He was a U.S. Air 
Force veteran.
Louise Hinson Bell, M.A. ’69, February 
16, Greenwood, S.C.  She taught school  
in a number of South Carolina counties  
and was a reading supervisor in Greenville 
County schools.  She was a member  
of Alpha Delta Kappa.  
Theron Woodruff Dillard, Jr., M.A.’72, 
December 2, Charleston, S.C.  He was 
retired from the administration of Special 
Schools of South Carolina State Technical 
School Systems.
John Wilson Payne ’74, February 5, 
Lyman, S.C.  He was pastor of five churches 
before retiring from Mountain View Baptist 
Church in Boiling Springs, S.C.  He served 
in the U.S. Air Force during the Vietnam 
War and as a chaplain in the U.S. Army  
at Walter Reed Hospital.  
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West Florida State College for 30 years and  
also at Troy State University and the Uni­
versity of West Florida.  While living in  
Falls Church, Va., she was a performing 
member of the Friday Morning Music Club.
William Carl Lindsey ’52, March 3, 2008, 
Townville, S.C.  A Baptist minister, he 
served several churches in South Carolina.  
He was a U.S. Army veteran of World War II.
Marilyn Hunt Chambers ’53, November 
9, Greenville.  
Carolyn Moore Watts ’53, February 18, 
Greer, S.C.  
Elizabeth Edwards Cobb ’54, February 7, 
Corbin, Ky.  She taught for 41 years at 
Clinton (Tenn.) High School, where she  
also served as assistant director of athletics, 
cheerleader and dance team sponsor,  
and senior sponsor.  She was one of the 
first inductees in the Clinton High School 
Wall of Fame in 2006 and served as grand 
marshal for that year’s Homecoming parade. 
Ansel Clifford Owens ’54, January 30, 
Greenville.  He was manager of Southern 
Motor Finance for 30 years and then 
worked for 20 years at Dilco of Greenville.  
He held various offices in civic organiza­
tions, including the presidency of the 
Parker Rotary Club.  He was a U.S. Navy 
veteran of World War II.
Kay Wilda Bell ’55, January 31, Asheville, 
N.C.  She worked as a music teacher with 
the Buncombe County (N.C.) School 
System for 38 years.  She was Teacher  
of the Year at Estes Elementary School  
and was past president of the Delta Kappa 
Gamma Society.
Wilma McAbee Cox, M.A. ’55,  
January 2, Travelers Rest, S.C.  She was  
a retired teacher who taught at Slater­
Marietta High School and in the Miami­
Dade County (Fla.) School System.
William M. “Pot” Lindsay ’55, February 
11, Spartanburg, S.C.  Before enrolling at 
Furman, he was a three­sport star at what 
was then North Greenville Junior College 
and was inducted into the school’s Athletic 
Hall of Fame in 2004.  He worked with 
Pfizer Labs Inc. as a pharmaceutical sales 
representative from 1957 to 1996.  He 
served on the Spartanburg City Council 
from 1962 to 1996 and was active in the 
National Guard, from which he was retired.
Mary Lott Smith ’55, February 3, 
Williston, S.C.  She worked in Williston 
School District 29 for 25 years as a special 
education teacher and administrator.  
Barbara Goodman Graham ’57, May 26, 
2008, Aurora, Ill.  She was employed at 
Doctor’s Data for 30 years.
Flora LaCoste Reynolds ’58, December 
23, Winston­Salem, N.C.  She was a former 
educator.
Henry Perry Nichols ’59, December 19, 
Mauldin, S.C.  After service in West Germany 
with the U.S. Army, he started his business 
career as a merchant of goods and services. 
In 1988 he founded a loan business, which 
he managed until his retirement.
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There’s no need to whisper when walking into  
the Carnegie Library in Union County, S.C.  The “shhh” 
mentality left in 2005.
Laughing teenagers dancing to songs just down­
loaded to their iPods are common.  A better effort  
to warmly greet patrons while providing a more up­ 
to­date collection also was embraced.
That’s part of the reason the library has more 
visitors.  It’s also part of the reason it has been named 
the best small library in America.
The recognition has been celebrated across Union, 
and the honor has sunk in with some of the youth who 
fill the library after school.
“It’s pretty cool, a little town like Union getting  
a big award,” said Bruce Means, 13.
“Best Small Library in America” is an award 
sponsored by Library Journal and the Bill & Melinda 
Gates Foundation.  Union’s is the fifth library to receive 
the award.  It was chosen from a field of more than  
60 libraries across the country.  The library was on  
the cover of the February issue of Library Journal,  
and it received a $15,000 prize.
“Union is incredibly dynamic for how much money 
it operates on,” says Rebecca Miller, executive editor  
of Library Journal.  “It’s a Cinderella story in a way.  
They’ve done a lot with what they have.  It means the 
taxpayers are getting a lot of return for their money, 
but that doesn’t mean they don’t need more money.”
A lot of credit is given to Nancy Rosenwald, the 
library’s director.  Rosenwald, a 1976 Furman graduate, 
took the job in October 2005 after living in Con­ 
nect icut for 22 years.  She saw a picture of the historic 
library and decided to apply for the job.  She said  
her first priority was to improve customer service.
“There was this attitude of the scary librarian who 
went ‘shhh,’ ” Rosenwald says.  “[I thought] let’s get 
people in to make them feel happy and comfortable.”
Cindy Walton, the children’s librarian, has worked 
at the library almost five years, and she’s watched  
the transformation.  “The first time I walked in here,  
I was wondering, ‘Why did I get this job?’ ” Walton 
says.  “It was not very people­friendly.  Now it is.   
It’s not just a little change.  It’s a huge change.”
Rosenwald hired teens and accepted teen 
sHe HeaDs tHe Best small liBrary in america .........................................................................................................................
volunteers.  Some of the eight full­time staff members 
also have experience working in retail.
Rosenwald says the library’s staff started providing 
more one­on­one help for those using computers.  The 
building also became more kid­friendly.  The 104­year­
old structure is in a historic district, and she received 
permission to paint the children’s section bright yellow.
Many of her daughter’s stuffed animals rest atop 
bookshelves, and stacks of board games entertain kids 
spending their after­school hours in the library.  Snacks 
are sometimes available, too.
Union County’s population is about 29,000, and 
Rosenwald says the library has about 13,000 regular 
patrons. 
“We’re probably circulating close to 9,000 books 
a month, which is amazing,” she says.  “Half of those 
are kids’ books.  People say kids aren’t reading, but ha! 
Yes they are.  The kids that hang out here are reading 
like crazy.”
Teens also have their own section with three 
computers, books and places to sit.  
Rosenwald says the $15,000 prize could be used 
to upgrade the library’s phone system, which doesn’t 
have voice mail, and purchasing more computers.   
The library has 19 computers.
“The more computers we can get, the better,”  
she says.
The adult section of the library, which has seven 
computers, was added in 1986, and a dirt basement  
is below it.  Rosenwald says the library has an archi­
tect’s rendering of what that space could look like if 
completed.  It would cost an estimated $1.5 million.
“Doing a capital campaign is a big step, but we 
have to look at it,” she says.
She adds that the library, which operates mostly 
on the $200,000 it gets from the county’s property 
taxes, is bracing to receive less money from the state 
because of the economic climate.
In March, the library hosted its first golf tourna­
ment as a fundraiser to purchase new materials.  The 
flier for the tournament mentioned that it’s America’s 
Best Small Library.
The library staff is enjoying the notoriety.  “The 
community is so excited,” Rosenwald says.  “I kind  
of feel like a star.  I go places and people are like, 
‘That’s the library lady.’ ”
— DUDLEY BROWN
Reprinted with permission from the February 8 edition 
of the Spartanburg (S.C.) Herald­Journal.   
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Nancy Rosenwald shows off the cover story on Carnegie Library in the Library Journal.
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THE LAST WORD
In November of 2006 the editors of SMITH 
Magazine, an on-line publication devoted to “story-
telling, with a focus on personal narrative,” came up 
with an inspired idea:  have readers submit six-word 
memoirs.
In essence, they challenged their readers to pen 
their life stories in text-message format.  Communica-
tion, minimalist style; modern American haiku.  After 
all, they reasoned, brevity in writing is a good thing, 
isn’t it?  And let’s face it — attention spans ain’t what 
they used to be.
So the SMITH braintrust threw the idea out there, 
asking readers to be insightful, pithy, direct and 
biographical.  All in six words.  No more, no less.
The memoirs poured in — as many as 500 a day 
— from the famous (Joan Rivers, Stephen Colbert)  
and the obscure.  Many were poignant:  “I still make 
coffee for two.”  “Wife died young; on the mend.”  
Others were suggestive:  “Catholic school backfired.  
Sin is in!”  Some had a celebratory bent:  “Brought  
it to a boil, often.”  Others were political:  “Liberal at 
18.  Conservative by 40.”  Plenty of light-hearted ones:  
“God, grant me patience.  Right now.”  “The psychic 
said I’d be richer.”  And then you had the pragmatically 
philosophical:  “Worse fates have befallen better men.”
SMITH received so many memoirs that the editors 
decided to share their riches with a broader audience.  
In September 2007 they published a book of their 
favorites, using one of them as the title:  Not Quite 
What I Was Planning.
Big hit.  Big sales.  Sequels forthcoming.
I was given a copy of the book earlier this year.   
I devoured it in 30 minutes.  (220 pages.  Six words.  
Easy read.)
And then I started to wonder.  Would this work  
in Furman magazine?  Would alumni be willing to sub-
mit six-word memoirs about their college experiences?
Try it yourself first, I thought.  Delve into those 
ancient memory banks.  (So long ago.  Seems like 
yesterday.) 
Inspiration did not strike right away.  But after 
jotting down various ideas and word combinations,  
I hit on one I considered decent:  “Hair got shorter.  
Skirts got longer.”  Then, remembering spring term 
sophomore year:  “Wish I’d gone bowling more often.”
Wait — wasn’t it all about education?  After a 
while, I came up with “Thank goodness for Individ-
ualized Curriculum Program.”
Well, maybe not so great.  The exercise was 
definitely fun, though.  And each memoir captures 
something that “stuck” with me through the years.
But would the idea appeal to alumni and work  
as a magazine piece?  This spring we tested it on  
the Young Alumni Council and Alumni Board —  
and received two supportive thumbs-up.  Go for it, 
they said enthusiastically.  
So we decided to extend the offer to alumni 
everywhere.  Send your six-word Furman memoirs  
to jim.stewart@furman.edu or alumni@furman.edu,  
or to Jim Stewart, Marketing and Public Relations, 
Furman University, Greenville, S.C. 29613.
The guidelines are simple and few.
Keep it clean.  Hyphenated words may count  
as one or two, as needed.  Include your name and  
class year; you must stand by your memoir.  Don’t  
libel anyone, get personal or try to avenge a per - 
ceived slight.  Rather than saying “All A’s except for  
Dr. Blowhard,” go with “All A’s except for English 11.”  
You’ll make your point.
The plan, assuming the response is good, will  
be to publish selected submissions in a future issue — 
maybe in two.  We’ll also post them on the magazine 
Web page at www.furman.edu/fumag.
We hope you’ll enjoy doing this — and we look 
forward to including your memoirs in the magazine.  
For inspiration, or just for fun, visit www.smithmag.net 
and scroll through their ever growing list of six-word 
projects.
— JIM STEWART ’76, Editor
Send us your six-word memoirs!
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THE LAST WORD
In November of 2006 the editors of SMITH 
Magazine, an on-line publication devoted to “story-
telling, with a focus on personal narrative,” came up 
with an inspired idea:  have readers submit six-word 
memoirs.
In essence, they challenged their readers to pen 
their life stories in text-message format.  Communica-
tion, minimalist style; modern American haiku.  After 
all, they reasoned, brevity in writing is a good thing, 
isn’t it?  And let’s face it — attention spans ain’t what 
they used to be.
So the SMITH braintrust threw the idea out there, 
asking readers to be insightful, pithy, direct and 
biographical.  All in six words.  No more, no less.
The memoirs poured in — as many as 500 a day 
— from the famous (Joan Rivers, Stephen Colbert)  
and the obscure.  Many were poignant:  “I still make 
coffee for two.”  “Wife died young; on the mend.”  
Others were suggestive:  “Catholic school backfired.  
Sin is in!”  Some had a celebratory bent:  “Brought  
it to a boil, often.”  Others were political:  “Liberal at 
18.  Conservative by 40.”  Plenty of light-hearted ones:  
“God, grant me patience.  Right now.”  “The psychic 
said I’d be richer.”  And then you had the pragmatically 
philosophical:  “Worse fates have befallen better men.”
SMITH received so many memoirs that the editors 
decided to share their riches with a broader audience.  
In September 2007 they published a book of their 
favorites, using one of them as the title:  Not Quite 
What I Was Planning.
Big hit.  Big sales.  Sequels forthcoming.
I was given a copy of the book earlier this year.   
I devoured it in 30 minutes.  (220 pages.  Six words.  
Easy read.)
And then I started to wonder.  Would this work  
in Furman magazine?  Would alumni be willing to sub-
mit six-word memoirs about their college experiences?
Try it yourself first, I thought.  Delve into those 
ancient memory banks.  (So long ago.  Seems like 
yesterday.) 
Inspiration did not strike right away.  But after 
jotting down various ideas and word combinations,  
I hit on one I considered decent:  “Hair got shorter.  
Skirts got longer.”  Then, remembering spring term 
sophomore year:  “Wish I’d gone bowling more often.”
Wait — wasn’t it all about education?  After a 
while, I came up with “Thank goodness for Individ-
ualized Curriculum Program.”
Well, maybe not so great.  The exercise was 
definitely fun, though.  And each memoir captures 
something that “stuck” with me through the years.
But would the idea appeal to alumni and work  
as a magazine piece?  This spring we tested it on  
the Young Alumni Council and Alumni Board —  
and received two supportive thumbs-up.  Go for it, 
they said enthusiastically.  
So we decided to extend the offer to alumni 
everywhere.  Send your six-word Furman memoirs  
to jim.stewart@furman.edu or alumni@furman.edu,  
or to Jim Stewart, Marketing and Public Relations, 
Furman University, Greenville, S.C. 29613.
The guidelines are simple and few.
Keep it clean.  Hyphenated words may count  
as one or two, as needed.  Include your name and  
class year; you must stand by your memoir.  Don’t  
libel anyone, get personal or try to avenge a per - 
ceived slight.  Rather than saying “All A’s except for  
Dr. Blowhard,” go with “All A’s except for English 11.”  
You’ll make your point.
The plan, assuming the response is good, will  
be to publish selected submissions in a future issue — 
maybe in two.  We’ll also post them on the magazine 
Web page at www.furman.edu/fumag.
We hope you’ll enjoy doing this — and we look 
forward to including your memoirs in the magazine.  
For inspiration, or just for fun, visit www.smithmag.net 
and scroll through their ever growing list of six-word 
projects.
— JIM STEWART ’76, Editor
Send us your six-word memoirs!
Furman University is committed to providing equal access to its educational programs, activities, and facilities to all other wise qualified students without 
discrimination on the basis of race, national origin, color, creed, religion, sex, age, disability, veteran status, sexual orientation, gender identity, or any 
other category protected by applicable state or federal law.  An Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action employer, Furman also affirms its commitment  
to nondis crimination in its employment policies and practices.  For information about the university’s compliance with the 1964 Civil Rights Act, Title IX  
of the Educational Amendments of 1972, and the I.R.S. Anti-Bias Regula tion, contact the Director of Human Resources, (864) 294-3015, 3300 Poinsett 
Hwy., Greenville, S.C. 29613.  For information about Furman’s compliance with Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 and the Americans with 
Disabilities Act Amendments Act, contact the Disability Services Coordinator, (864) 294-2320, 3300 Poinsett Hwy., Greenville, S.C. 29613.
Furman
Office of Marketing and Public Relations
3300 Poinsett Highway
Greenville, South Carolina 29613
www.furman.edu/fumag
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage
PAID
Hickory, NC
Permit No. 104
C
LA
IR
E 
R
IC
H
A
R
D
S 
‘1
0
